The Epiphany of the Lord – January 6, 2019
WHO KNEW?
Who knew the Messiah was born
as the baby Jesus in Bethlehem in that
wintertime? In this Gospel Reading, a lot of
people came to figure it out. The chief
priests and scribes knew where the Messiah
would be born because they could interpret
the parts in the Old Testament that
predicted the Messiah’s birth. The magi
from the East knew that the Messiah had
been born because they could interpret the
presence of the star in the sky. When the
magi followed the star to Bethlehem to see
for themselves, Herod the King ordered
them to come back and tell him too. For all
these people, there was a way to know the
birth of the Messiah. The priests could
interpret Scripture, and the magi could read
the stars. King Herod had the political
power to command their knowledge and
wisdom for his own purposes.
But what about people who lack
the advantages of the priests and magi and
who have no power to command others?
How are they to know? Does God make
provision only for the fortunate? Consider
the shepherds. They lacked the money
needed for education, and so they lacked
the ability to use Scripture or stars to know
the birth of the Messiah. They had no
power to command others to share the fruits
of their education with them either.
But it isn’t powerlessness or
poverty that keeps a person from knowing
the birth of the Messiah. In the end, it was
not the shepherds but the powerful and
wealthy King Herod, with his evil-hearted
intentions, who didn’t know the baby Jesus
was the Messiah. The magi didn’t tell him,
because God warned them in a dream not
to. And so Herod the King didn’t know. In
spite of their lack of all worldly advantages,
the shepherds in fact outranked the king
and all the others. They were by the side of
the Messiah first, and they didn’t have to
figure it out for themselves either. The
shepherds may have been poor and simple,
but they were trusting and open-hearted,
too. And so they knew Christ Jesus was
born in a manager in Bethlehem that cold
winter night because they heard the angels
sing.
Eleonore Stump

FRENCH CORNER
Epiphanie du Seigneur
On aimerait imaginer la suite de leur
voyage, quand les mages sont rentrés chez
eux, les entendre raconter leur belle
histoire, les voir illuminés par la lumière de
cette rencontre merveilleuse quand ils ont
découvert l’Enfant Jésus dans la crèche.
Mais, dans l’Évangile, les mages
disparaissent comme ils sont venus, nos
textes n’en disent pas plus… C’est sans
doute que tout est dit : ils ont rencontré le
Seigneur, ils savent que le Sauveur est
arrivé. Que reste-t’il à dire ?
A notre tour de chercher le Seigneur et
de le rencontrer, car son étoile brille encore
pour tout le monde, les riches comme les
pauvres, les bons comme les mauvais, les
savants comme les illettrés. Cette étoile,
c’est l’amour de Dieu pour toutes ses
créatures, donc un amour sans limite, sans
préjugé, comme c’est souvent le cas pour
l’amour entre les humains.
Si nous nous sentons seuls, certains
jours, lassés par la vie ou déçus par les
autres, tournons-nous vers cette lumière et
rappelons-nous que l’étoile de Bethléem
brille toujours, car elle représente l’amour
de Dieu pour chacun et chacune d’entre
nous.
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M.

FROM OUR SCHOOL
Parishioners,
Bonne Année! I hope that you are having a
blessed Christmas season and that 2019
brings you all of the love and blessings God
has in store for you. School will resume on
January 8th. Our students have all enjoyed
their time off from school and have used it
to relax at home, travel, and spent time with
family and friends. This month, we will
begin TK and Kindergarten testing, if you
or someone you know is interested in
enrolling for the 2019-2020 school year
please
email
Desiree
at
admissions@ndvsf.org.

SATURDAY – VIGIL January 5th
5:15 pm Aster Tegene †
SUNDAY January 6th
7:30 am For the People of the Parish
9:00 am Sheila Blasyk
10:30 am Karine Jardin †
12:15 pm Catherine Blasyk
MONDAY January 7th
7:00 am
Asrat & GebreWold Families
12:10 pm Jeremiah & Cecilia Hallisey †
TUESDAY January 8th
7:00 am
Gladys R. Frontera
12:10 pm Marie Dillon
WEDNESDAY January 9th
7:00 am
Virginia Mapp
12:10 pm Benefactors NDV
THURSDAY January 10th
7:00 am
Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph †
12:10 pm For Priestly Vocations
FRIDAY January 11th
7:00 am
Manuel Henry
12:10 pm For Poor Souls in Purgatory †
SATURDAY January 12th
7:00 am
Tesfayesus Asrat †

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw
Asrat, Fr. George Baricar, Michael
Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Alexandria
Christakos, Alice Consing, Andy De Los
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie
Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina
Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek,
Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson,
Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech,
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie,
Candi McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, Maria
Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and
Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane
Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev.
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece,
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko,
Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, and
Michael Wonderly.

God Bless,
Sarah Currier, Principal

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED
Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier,
Karine Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara
Charlene Johnke, Paulette Lusinchi, William
McKnight, Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel
Uharriet,

Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories www. ndvsf.org
THANK YOU: Many thanks to all our parishioners and
friends of Notre Dame de Victoires for you generous
contributions to the Christmas Collection & Flower Fund
2018. May the Christ Child bless you with an abundance of
graces during this Holy Season of The Nativity of Jesus.
THANK YOU: On behalf of Hamilton House, your
generosity of Christmas Gift Giving for children in need is
profoundly appreciated. The response to this year’s Giving
Tree Program was a huge success. May the Christ Child fill
you with his graces during the Christmas Season.

Saturday, January 12th, 6:00 p.m.
NDV Parish Hall at 566 Bush Street
Crab Dinner, Great Beer, Good Fun,
Wine & Specialty Cocktails!
Register online at http://ndvsf.corecommerce.com/crab-feed-2019
$55 per person for registrations received by December 30, 2018
$65 per person for registrations received after December 30, 2018
Please make checks payable to “Notre Dame des Victoires”
Volunteers are needed to make this a successful event!
If interested in assisting with the Crab Feed, please
e-mail David Kane at NDVCrabFeed2019@gmail.com

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Our parish will resume a new
arrangement for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
Adoration will take place on the First Friday of each month in
the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon Benediction
will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will follow. This
new arrangement will begin on February 1, 2019. Please spread
the word to other parishioners and co-workers. Come spend a
time with the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: The last Sunday of the month,
the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will take place
following the 12:15 p.m. Mass. “Jesus came to heal the whole
person, body & soul. The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no
need to wait until the person is at the point of death to receive
the Sacrament. A careful judgement about the serious nature of
the illness is sufficient.” (USCCB) The next anointing will take
place on January 27th.

If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST
FATHERS.

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK
January 6, 2019 – January 13, 2019

COMMUNION TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND: This
ministry is composed of people dedicated to bringing Holy
Communion to the members of our parish who are homebound
due to illness or infirmity, and are unable to attend Mass. In
bringing communion to them the minister of communion
represents Christ and manifests faith and charity on behalf of
the whole community toward those who cannot be present at
the Eucharist. For the sick the reception of communion is not
only a privilege but also a sign of support and concern shown
by the Christian community for its members who are ill. The
parishioner taking Holy Communion to the Sick is invited to
the altar area after the sharing of communion at Mass, and sent
forth by the community directly from Mass to visit those who
are sick. Our parish will begin this format on the first Sunday
of February. More details and preparation will be forthcoming
in the weeks to come.
LITURGICAL MEMORIALS: In the course of refurbishment
and updating, the Parish on occasion finds it necessary to
acquire liturgical items that will be used in our worship for
many years to come. For example, we recently installed the
new Ambry, the repository for our holy oils, which is located
near the entrance to the sacristy. These types of items can make
an excellent memorial for a loved one or a caring parishioner
who wishes to leave a lasting tribute to the Parish. Please
inquire with Fr. Juan if this opportunity is of interest.

Sunday

- Is 60:1-6

Monday

- 1 Jn 3:22—4:6

- Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

- Mt 2:1-12

Tuesday

- 1 Jn 4:7-10

- Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday

- 1 Jn 4:11-18

- Mk 6:45-52

Thursday

- 1 Jn 4:19—5:4

- Lk 4:14-22a

Friday

- 1 Jn 5:5-13

- Lk 5:12-16

Saturday

- 1 Jn 5:14-21

- Jn 3:22-30

Sunday

- Is 40:1-5, 9-11

- Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

- Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7

- Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

SUNDAY COLLECTION: December 22nd & 23rd
Church Basket:
$1,030.00
On-Line Giving:
$ 150.00
Total:
$1,180.00
Christmas Flower Fund:
Christmas Collection:

$1,699.00
$14,516.00

SUNDAY COLLECTION December 29th and December 30th
Church Basket:
$1,113.81
On-Line Giving:
$2,133.00
TOTAL:
$3,246.81
New Year collection:

$563.50

“Generosity+is+not+always+tax+deductible.”++

