


 
Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 31, 2019 

 
TRADING PARCHED GRAIN 

FOR MANNA 
 

In the First Reading, the Israelites 
are finally at the Promised Land. The 
Exodus is over, and they eat the parched 
grain from the produce of the land. The 
Exodus was a tough time for the Israelites. 
But, almost from the start, there was one 
peril in the desert that the Israelites did not 
suffer from: lack of food. That is because 
God himself fed them. A funny kind of 
food appeared on the ground, and the 
Israelites gathered it in. When that funny 
food first showed up on the ground, the 
Israelites said, “WHAT is THAT?”—
“MAH NA”, in their language. (And 
‘manna’ is what it came to be called by 
them, and by us.) The Israelites learned fast 
what the answer to their question was. The 
stuff on the ground, the manna, was like 
Tolkien’s lembas or Elvenbread. It was 
unbelievably nourishing. You could go a 
very long time on just a little of it. And it 
was delicious. It was light; it had something 
of the taste of coriander about it; and there 
was a suspicion of honey, too. It was 
magically good, and it came from the hand 
of God, who handfed his people in the 
wilderness. 
  Who would ever want to give up 
manna? When the Exodus ended, the 
manna did too. One night the Israelites ate 
the parched grain of the Promised Land, 
and the next day there was no more manna. 
I don’t know what parched grain is, but it 
doesn’t sound worth having by comparison 
with manna, does it? It doesn’t sound 
delicious. It doesn’t come from the hand of 
God; you have to get it for yourself. And 
you have to work to grow it. It doesn’t just 
magically appear on the ground in the 
morning. Who would ever want to trade 
manna for parched grain? 

But the parched grain was the 
beginning of life in the Promised Land, 
where the Israelites found a home. The 
consoling sweetness of manna came out of 
the harshness of the conditions of the 
Exodus. Out of the sorrow of trading manna 
for parched grain there came the 
consolation of home. And here is the lesson 
for us. The Lord’s goodness never fails. It 
changes in character, but it is always there 
for us. It just has to be waited for. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

La joie de Dieu, Père miséricordieux 
 

     Voici la parabole, célèbre entre toutes, 
qu’on appelait autrefois « Parabole de 
l’enfant prodigue » alors qu’aujourd’hui on 
insiste davantage sur son aspect positif en 
l’appelant : « Parabole du père miséricor-
dieux ». D’ailleurs, c’est lui, le père, qui 
apparaît le premier dans le texte et non pas 
l’un de ses deux fils.   
      Comme c’est si souvent le cas, Jésus 
nous parle de Dieu qui nous aime, qui que 
nous soyons, et nous laisse libres de 
l’écouter ou de nous éloigner de lui, comme 
l’a fait le cadet de la parabole. Qui, parmi 
nous, un jour, n’a pas pris ses distances par 
rapport au Seigneur, peut-être même, s’est 
montré gravement infidèle ? Pourtant, il 
attend patiemment notre retour et se réjouit 
quand on vient lui demander pardon d’un  
cœur confiant et sincère.  
      Et voilà le fils aîné… Ce dernier, qui 
n’a jamais quitté son père, se répand en 
propos amers contre lui parce qu’il a décidé 
de faire un festin pour célébrer le retour du 
cadet. Certes, il est resté à la maison, sans 
jamais rien demandé et il a toujours 
travaillé mais comme un esclave incapable 
de comprendre que son père l’aimait aussi 
et aurait apprécié qu’il ait une attitude 
d’amour. 
      Un chrétien qui remplit ses devoirs 
religieux à la lettre doit aussi se rappeler 
qu’il ne fera pas son salut en calculant ses 
mérites mais en comprenant que ce salut est 
un don de Dieu. 
       

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you are having a wonderful week! 
 

It was great to see so many of you at last 
weekend's Coach Appreciation Mass! We 
honored all of our parent coaches and are so 
grateful for your support. This weekend, we 
ask you to keep our athletic director, 
Dimitrios Tsokas, in your prayers. 
 

Congratulations to our 8th graders who 
have all earned acceptance into high 
school! Please keep them in your prayers as 
they prepare for all of the exciting 
opportunities ahead! 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah, Principal 

 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL March 30th          
5:15 pm      Simone Juge Boulogne † 
SUNDAY March 31st        
7:30 am      Patty Espiritu 
9:00 am      Diane Daube Sperisen †  
10:30 am    For the People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Pierre Ausquy † 
MONDAY April 1st                   
7:00 am      Maureen MccGarrity † 
12:10 pm    Maria Jose Lim † 
TUESDAY April 2nd       
7:00 am      Fatalities of Gun Violence † 
12:10 pm    Michael Bonafede † 
WEDNESDAY April 3rd   
7:00 am      Roddy Gormley † 
12:10 pm    For Poor Souls in Purgatory 
THURSDAY April 4th      
7:00 am      Mary O’Boyle 
12:10 pm    For Priestly Vocations 
FRIDAY April 5th          
7:00 am      Ataklti Betre † 
12:10 pm    Arlene Sullivan †  
SATURDAY April 6th   
7:00 am      Intentions of Pope Francis 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw Asrat, 
Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, 

Alexandria Christakos, Patty Espiritu, Jack 
Flynn, Charlene Johnson, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 

Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina 
Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, 

Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 
Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, Lynn 
Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, Candi 

McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, Jacqueline Lira, 
Cármen López, Grant Melton, Alma and 

Armando Morales,  Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 
Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 

Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, 

Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, Michael 
Wonderly, and Rosie Zedamoi. 

 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Fr. George Baricar, Anna L. Bernadicou, Paul 
Arthur Domergue, André Fournier,  Barbara J. 

Higgins, Karine Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara 
Charlene Johnke, Nasif Khoury,  Ekho Lim, 

Paulette Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, William 
McKnight, Bernard Picard, Yolanda Prioto, 

Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, Arlene M. Sullivan, 
Marcel Uharriet, 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND DECEASED: 
Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list over a year unless we are notified not to 
remove. Thank you for your understanding. 
 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
Holy Week & Easter 2019 

Saturday                 5:15 pm - Vigil Mass: Begins with the 
April 13th              Blessing of Palms. 
 

Palm Sunday  7:30 am and 12:15 pm - Masses in 
English 

April 14th          9:00 am - Basque Mass  
          10:30 am - French Mass 
          Blessed Palms Distributed at all Masses 
 

Holy Thursday      6:30 pm - Mass of the Lord's Supper and          
April 18th              Adoration, after Mass until 9:30 pm. 
 

Good Friday Noon - Celebration of the Passion and  
April 19th               Death of the Lord: Liturgy of the Word, 
 Veneration of the Cross, and 

Communion; 
 followed by Stations of the Cross and 
 individual confessions. 
 

Holy Saturday 8:00 pm - Solemn Easter Vigil: 
Celebration 

April 20th  of Fire Light – Word – Baptism – 
Confirmation- Euchaist. 

 

Easter Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 am, and 12:15 pm – Masses  
April 21st  in English – 10:30 am – Mass in French 
    

 
Each Friday during Lent, you are invited to come to the church 
and pray the Stations of the Cross. The Stations of the Cross are 
a 14-step Catholic devotion that commemorates Jesus Christ's 
last day on Earth as a man. The 14 devotions, or stations, focus 
on specific events of His last day, beginning with His 
condemnation. The stations are commonly used as a mini 
pilgrimage as the individual moves from station to station. The 
prayer service begins at 11:40 a.m. (prior to the 12:10 p.m. 
Mass). 
 

 
 
LENT: This Sunday was formerly called "Laetare Sunday" 
since its mood and theme was one of hope and rejoicing that 
Easter was near. In the reformed calendar this Sunday is not 
different from the other Sundays of Lent even though the 
entrance antiphon for the day still begins with the Latin word 
"laetare" and the vestments worn by the celebrant are rose-
colored, not violet. The day is important because it is the day of 
the second scrutiny in preparation for the baptism of adults at 
the Easter Vigil. 
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament will take place on the First Friday of each month in 
the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon Benediction 
will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will follow. The next 
date for adoration will be April 5, 2019. Please spread the word 
to other parishioners and co-workers. Come spend a time with 
the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. You can sign up for a 
time to visit the Blessed Sacrament on our website at; ndvsf.org  
Please click the icon: Sign Up For An Adoration Time and 
follow directions. God bless. 

 
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES: This week, we take up The Catholic 
Relief Services Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This collection helps 
six Catholic agencies provide relief and support to struggling communities 
and work for peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers 
and sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you 
can support the collection. Learn more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief  
 
ROSARY: We will pray the Holy Rosary every Saturday before the 5:15 
pm Mass and every Sunday before the 12:15 pm Mass. The Rosary is an 
important devotion that honors Mary while focusing on the events in the 
life of Jesus Christ. Please join us in prayer. We will commence the 
Rosary, 25 minutes before each of the above Masses.   
 
HOSPITALITY: The Hospitality team is looking for volunteers. We are 
responsible for offering food and beverages and providing a warm 
welcome to parishioners and visitors in the church hall after Sunday 
Masses. If interested in helping, please contact Wendy Clem 
at: wendy@wendyclem.com or call the Parish Office. Thanks for the 
support.  
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
March 31st – April 7th, 2019 

Sunday           - Jos 5:9a, 10-12            - 2 Cor 5:17-21           - Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Monday          - Is 65:17-21                                                                - Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday          - Ez 47:1-9, 12                                                              - Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday     - Is 49:8-15                                                                 - Jn 5:17-30  
Thursday        - Ex 32:7-14                                                               - Jn 5:31-47 
Friday             - Wis 2:1a, 12-22                                          - Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday         - Jer 11:18-20                                                            – Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday            - Is 43:16-21                   - Phil 3:8-14                         - Jn 8:1-11 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: March 23rd and March 24th, 2019   
                                       Church Basket:        $1,400.40 
                                     On-Line Giving:           $633.00 

        TOTAL:        $2,033.40 
 
   

 
 

 




