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Daily Masses
Monday - Friday

7:00 am

12:10 pm

Saturday
7:00 am

Sunday Masses:
Vigil 5:15 pm (Sat.)

7:30 am (quiet)

9:00 am

10:30 am (French)

12:15 pm 

The Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Before each weekday Mass

Every Saturday from

4:30 pm to 5:00 pm

A Ministry of the Marist Priests and Brothers

PASTORAL TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Juan J. Gonzalez, S.M. Principal:

 

Mrs. Sarah Currier  

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Alfred Puccinelli, S.M.    
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566 Bush Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Phone (415) 397-0113   Fax (415) 397-3217

E-mail: ndveglise@ndvsf.org

Secretary: Mertenesh Asrat

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday

Closed 12:00 noon to 12:45 pm

ECOLE NOTRE DAME DES VICTOIRES (NDV School)

659 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

School Website: www.ndvsf.org

Phone 415) 421-0069   Fax (415) 421-1440

E-mail: office@ndvsf.org

For Information on the Sacraments of Marriage and Baptism, 

please call the Rectory at (415) 397-0113 weekdays

Serving families for more than 150  years

1123 Sutter Street
San Francisco

415-673-3000
www.halstedngray.com

FD Lic #  334
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time – September 15, 2019 

 
MERCY AND MORAL 

IDIOCY 
 

In the First Reading, the Israelites, 
who have just been freed from slavery in 
Egypt by spectacular miracles that God did 
for them, those same Israelites have made 
molten metal into the statue of a calf and 
declared that the calf is their God who brought 
them out of Egypt. God is very angry at the 
people in consequence. This people is 
hopeless, God says to Moses; I ought to 
destroy them and make a new Israelite people 
out of you, Moses. But God means to be 
merciful to the Israelites, and he is inviting 
Moses to be merciful by first showing Moses 
the evil of the people. If you don’t see the evil 
in what others are doing, you aren’t merciful. 
You are just a moral idiot. 

In response to God’s anger at the 
Israelites, Moses is merciful; and he wants 
God to be merciful too. And so the reply of 
Moses to God’s anger teaches us something 
about mercy. Moses does not try to see what 
the Israelites are doing as not so bad, as 
somehow acceptable or excusable. If he did, 
then Moses really would be a moral idiot. But 
he doesn’t. Rather, Moses entreats God to be 
merciful by reminding God of the past history 
of the Israelites. Don’t you remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses asks God? 
They were your servants and so pleasing to 
you! For the sake of what the Israelite people 
were in the past, have mercy on them now! 

The Second Reading is about mercy 
too. Paul explains that he once was a 
persecutor of God’s people. He doesn’t gloss 
over his own evil then or make himself a 
moral idiot, any more than Moses did. But 
Paul says that he obtained mercy from God 
anyway, because God could see the man that 
Paul could become. For the sake of the man 
Paul could be in the future, God had mercy on 
him. Here is one moral of the readings then. 
You must not be a moral idiot. When you look 
at the conduct of your father, or your friend, 
or your boss, if that person is being sinful, 
then you need to see clearly that he is. But 
what you see when he is evil is not all there is 
to him. There is what he was in the past, the 
small boy his mother loved, for example. He 
wasn’t always the sinner he is now. And then 
there is what he could become. Maybe like 
Paul, who once was the chief of sinners, your 
sinning friend could become glorious in the 
service of the Lord in the future. 

So, see clearly the evil in your 
neighbor now, but remember that what you 
see is not all there is to him. Like the Lord in 
the readings, have mercy on him, for the sake 
of all the rest of him, the person that he once 
was and the person that he can still be. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

« J’ai retrouvé ma brebis qui était 
perdue.... » 

 

     Il n’est pas rare de voir une maman 
affolée parce qu’elle ne voit plus son enfant 
qui s’en est allé au milieu des rayons d’un 
magasin. Elle laisse ses emplettes sur place 
pour partir à sa recherche et le retrouver, 
toute heureuse qu’il soit revenu auprès 
d’elle. 
      Nous savons que nous sommes 
« enfants de Dieu » mais savions-nous que 
nous occupions une place privilégiée dans 
son cœur, au point qu’il serait prêt à tout 
pour nous retrouver quand nous nous 
égarons ? La parabole de la brebis perdue 
nous le rappelle, celle du fils cadet accueilli 
avec joie par son père à son retour nous le 
confirme : Dieu est prêt à tout pour que 
nous partagions son bonheur. 
      L’attachement de Dieu aux créatures 
que nous sommes a quelque chose de 
pathétique. Il n’a nul besoin de nous et 
portant il tient à nous et il ressent comme 
un vide lorsque nous nous éloignons de lui. 
Comment comprendre un tel attachement ? 
Cela nous dépasse, à moins que nous 
cherchions nous-mêmes à aimer comme il 
aime, à souffrir comme son Fils a souffert 
pour nous, à prendre le risque de perdre un 
être aimé comme le Père a fait quand il a 
envoyé son Fils parmi nous. Et si nous 
n’avons jamais quitté la maison, comme le 
fils aîné de la parabole, redécouvrons 
l’amour du Père qui nous a laissé libre dans 
nos choix. 
       

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I hope you are having a great weekend! 
 

This week at Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires, 
we celebrated the Birthday of Mary as well as 
the Solemnity of the Most Holy Name of 
Mary both of which are important Feasts for 
the Society of Mary. We were so blessed to 
have both a mass and prayer service planned 
by Fr. Juan, Dr. Schroeder, and our students. 
We kept you in prayer this week and hope you 
will do the same for us! 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL September 14th             
5:15 pm      Negest GebreWold † 
SUNDAY September 15th    
7:30 am      Debritu Asrat † 
9:00 am      Rex Fernandez † 
10:30 am     Jean-Baptiste & Juliette Puts † 
12:15 pm    For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY September 16th    
7:00 am      Bethelehem Mekonnen 
12:10 pm    Dr. Paul Olson † 
TUESDAY September 17th   
7:00 am       Solange Elliot † 
12:10 pm     Bernardino Rojas Sanchez † 
WEDNESDAY September 18th      
7:00 am       Solange Elliot † 
12:10 pm     Benefactors of NDV 
THURSDAY September 19th    
7:00 am       Vickie Rawson 
12:10 pm     Deceased Benefactors † 
FRIDAY September 20th                
7:00 am       Deceased Marist † 
12:10 pm     Maria de los Angeles Chavarria † 
SATURDAY September 21st   
7:00 am       Deceased Marist Sisters † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Jacques 

Arceneaux, Wondifraw Asrat, Michael 
Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Elizabeth Desta, 
Patty Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu,  Mark Fishcher, 

Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie Gallagher, 
María Cerón Gamero, Yunina Graham, 

Benjamin Haller,  Georges Handras, Erich 
Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Louise Hughes,  
Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 

Candi McMahan Lewis, Maria Lim, Jacqueline 
Lira, Cármen López, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales,  Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 

Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, key-

Lang Tam, Dimitrios Tsokas, Ely Villacarlos,  
Alison Williams, Michael Wonderly, and Rosie 

Zedamoi. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Alphonse Acheritogaray, Fr. George Baricar, 

Anna L. Bernadicou, Claire Casabonne, Denise 
Carrade, Jeannette Cornu, Yvonne Delclaux, 

Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier,  
Barbara J. Higgins, Karine Jardin, Lydia A. 
Jewell, Barbara Charlene Johnke, Charlene 
Haught Johnson, Nasif Khoury,  Ekho Lim, 

Paulette Lusinchi, Frances McFarland, William 
McKnight, Bernard Picard, Rolande E. Pottier, 

Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, 
Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel Uharriet, 

 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND DECEASED: 
Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list over a year unless we are notified not to 
remove. Thank you for your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 
2019 BAL DE PARIS: Please save the date of Saturday, 
November 9th for this year's Bal de Paris - Cirque Magnifique 
- to be held at the Four Seasons Hotel in San Francisco. This 
major fundraiser supports the school and church in significant 
areas of operation.  Visit ndvbal2019.com today to purchase 
your tickets or sponsor the event!  There is a limited supply of 
early bird tickets - purchase now!   We will have students 
selling tickets after Mass at select services so be watching, or 
purchase anytime online.   Much thanks and appreciation goes 
to chairpersons Connie Foppiano and Julia Arnold all of their 
work heading up the event.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Bal de Paris 2019 chairpersons at 
cirquemagnifique2019@gmail.com. 
 
DECEASED HOMELESS: When they die, who remembers 
the chronically homeless and often mentally ill, alcoholic or 
drug-addicted men and women who wandered our streets? 
Often, no one. In many cases, no one around them even knew 
their real names. But they are children of God. All the faithful 
of the Archdiocese are invited to join us on November 23rd for 
the second annual Requiem Mass for the Homeless Faithful 
Departed. Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone will preside. We 
particularly invite those who are touched by homelessness in 
some way either by personal experience or through 
participation in ministries and apostolates that help the 
homeless. 

 
What if.... 

'I am unbaptized but want to grow spiritually in my life.' 
'I have a different faith background but want to learn what 
Catholics believe and why.' 
'I am a baptized Catholic but never made my First Holy 
Communion and/or Confirmation.'    
.....we would love to assist you in your faith journey through 
an exciting and deeply enriching process in the Catholic 
Church called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A.). 

RCIA is for those who are seeking a better relationship 
with God, who are looking for more information about Catholic 
Christianity, or who are seeking to grow in their spiritual or 
Sacramental life.  The RCIA process welcomes the unbaptized 
person to the family of Jesus Christ.  Sessions are informal and 
comfortable opportunities to explore the Catholic faith with 
presentations, discussions, and fellowship.  Explore the faith 
without obligation.  For more info, please contact Fr. Juan at 
gonzalez@ndvsf.org 
 
FORMED: How many of you would like to grow in your 
relationship with Jesus Christ? How many of you know 
someone who has fallen away from the Church, perhaps a 
friend, a family member, a co-worker, and you want to reach 
them but you just don’t know how? FORMED, is a wonderful 
website that has been called a “Catholic Netflix.” FORMED 
has inspiring movies and video based studies, audio talks and e-
books from the Church's most compelling speakers and authors. 
This is why our parish has invested in FORMED, so that each 
of us might grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ and in 
our desire to share our Faith with others, especially those 
closest to us. To register for free membership, go to ndvsf.org 
Church and click on the FORMED icon on the home page. 
Follow instructions for creating your personal account.  
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place on the First Friday of each month in the church from 10:00 a.m. thru 12 
noon (this is a change of schedule). At noon Benediction will be celebrated 
and the scheduled Mass will follow. The next date for adoration will be 
October 4th. On this Friday, the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place. Please spread the word to other parishioners and co-workers. Come 
spend a time with the Eucharistic Lord in quiet meditation. You can sign up for 
a time to visit the Blessed Sacrament on our website; ndvsf.org. Please click the 
icon: Sign Up For An Adoration Time and follow directions. God bless. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL: All gifts, regardless of amount, are 
greatly appreciated and tremendously beneficial. You may make your gift all at 
once or over time, if that is easier for you. This vital effort provides critical 
programs and services to people who need and depend on us. On behalf of all 
those lives whom will be changed by your gift, thank you. 
 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: Do you know that more than 1,500,000 couples 
in over 92 countries have experienced a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend?  They found something worth passing on. The next Marriage 
Encounter Weekend will take place on: Nov 8-10, 2019 in Menlo Park, CA. 
For more information and/or to register for a Weekend, please visit our website 
at the following sites: sanjosewwme.org or contact Ken & Claranne at 
applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book is available to reserve a Mass Intention. 
Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. 
If paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 15, 2019 – September 22, 2019 

Sunday           - Ex 32:7-11, 13-14            - 1 Tm 1:12-17               - Lk 15:1-32 

Monday          - 1 Tm 2:1-8                                                                – Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday          - 1 Tm 3:1-13                                                             - Lk 7:11-
17 
Wednesday     - 1 Tm 3:14-16                                                          - Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday        - 1 Tm 4:12-16                                                          - Lk 7:36-50 
Friday             - 1 Tm 6:2c-12                                                               - Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday         - Eph 4:1-7, 11-13                                                       - Mt 9:9-13 
Sunday            - Am 8:4-7                          - 1 Tm 2:1-8                  - Lk 16:1-13 
 

 SUNDAY COLLECTION: August 31 & September 1, 2019 
                                         Church Basket:           $988.52 
                                        On-Line Giving:          $660.00 
                                                    TOTAL:       $1,648.52 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: September 7 & September 8, 2019 
                                       Church Basket:           $1,714.87 
                                        On-Line Giving:          $1,820.00 

         TOTAL:          $3,534.87 
    $48 

Thank You and God Bless!! ! 
 




