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Daily Masses
Monday - Friday

7:00 am

12:10 pm

Saturday
7:00 am

Sunday Masses:
Vigil 5:15 pm (Sat.)

7:30 am (quiet)

9:00 am

10:30 am (French)

12:15 pm 

The Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Before each weekday Mass

Every Saturday from

4:30 pm to 5:00 pm

A Ministry of the Marist Priests and Brothers

PASTORAL TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Juan J. Gonzalez, S.M. Principal:

 

Mrs. Sarah Currier  

Parochial Vicar: Rev. Alfred Puccinelli, S.M.    

CHURCH OFFICE
566 Bush Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Phone (415) 397-0113   Fax (415) 397-3217

E-mail: ndveglise@ndvsf.org

Secretary: Mertenesh Asrat

Office Hours: 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, Monday - Friday

Closed 12:00 noon to 12:45 pm

ECOLE NOTRE DAME DES VICTOIRES (NDV School)

659 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

School Website: www.ndvsf.org

Phone 415) 421-0069   Fax (415) 421-1440

E-mail: office@ndvsf.org

For Information on the Sacraments of Marriage and Baptism, 

please call the Rectory at (415) 397-0113 weekdays

Serving families for more than 150 years

1123 Sutter Street
San Francisco

415-673-3000
www.halstedngray.com

FD Lic # 334

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

DUGGAN’S FUNERAL SERVICE

The
Duggan Welch

Family
Personal Service by

Bill and Steven Welch

(415) 431-4900

3434 17th Street
SAN FRANCISCO

LICENSE FD44-FDR394-FDR395

If you would like to
advertise for a year

on the back of this bulletin, please
call the rectory:

397-0113
If you want to contribute toward

the cost of
the bulletin,

please call the rectory

PLEASE PATRONIZE
OUR ADVERTISERS

TO HELP SUPPORT THE

BULLETIN THROUGH

ADVERTISING,

PLEASE CALL THE RECTORY.

Vice Principal: Dr. Carrie J. Schroeder



 
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 23, 2020 

 
THE ROCK OF THE 

CHURCH 
 

In the Gospel Reading, Christ 
tells Peter that the rock on which he will 
found his church is exactly, Peter. The 
gates of hell will not prevail against him 
or against the church which is built on 
this rock. This seems a deeply comforting 
thought. The problem is that it so often 
looks as if the gates of hell have 
prevailed against Christ’s church. The 
problem actually begins with Peter. The 
apostle who is the rock of the Church 
betrayed the Lord he loved in Jesus’ 
worst need. A betrayal like that seems to 
have something hellish about it, doesn’t 
it? 

In fact, wasn’t Peter’s betrayal 
of Christ just like the betrayal of Judas? 
But the Gospels say that Satan entered 
into Judas before Judas betrayed Christ 
(John 13:27). There is something hellish 
about the betrayal of Judas, then. Why 
not think that the gates of hell prevailed 
against Peter too? What is left of that 
deeply comforting thought about Christ’s 
Church and the rock that it is founded on 
being safe from Hell? 

But there is a difference between 
Judas and Peter. It is not that Peter 
repented and Judas did not. The Gospels 
say that Judas repented, too (Matthew 
27:3). Rather, the difference is this. 
When Judas saw the sin of his betrayal 
for what it was, he killed himself. He 
threw himself away as irredeemable. 
Peter came back to Christ. He cleaved to 
the Lord he loved even in the face of his 
own brokenness. And that is why Peter is 
the rock on which the Church is founded. 
The Church is not a collection of the 
sinless, and it was not meant to be. The 
Church was founded on Peter, who loved, 
and sinned, and held on to the Lord 
anyway. The gates of Hell cannot prevail 
against this kind of love. This is a deeply 
comforting thought. 

Eleonore Stump 
 
 

 
 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Pour vous, Qui suis-je ?... 
 

      Si vous n’avez jamais entendu dans votre 
cœur le Seigneur vous poser cette question, 
c’est que vous devez être sourd, du moins 
spirituellement. On ne peut lire la Bible, 
assister à des services religieux et recevoir les 
sacrements sans entendre une fois ou l’autre 
une voix intérieure qui demande : « Qui est 
Dieu pour moi ? Que représente-t-il dans ma 
vie ? ». 
      Jésus a posé la question à ses apôtres et 
c’est Pierre qui a répondu en leur nom : « Tu 
es le Fils du Dieu Vivant ! ».  Bien sûr, nous 
savons que c’est Dieu le Père qui le lui a 
révélé et, qu’à d’autres moments, Pierre 
écoutera d’autres voix qui l’éloigneront de 
Dieu, en particulier au moment de la Passion 
quand il dira à une servante : « Je ne connais 
pas cet homme ! ». 
      Dans notre Église, qui traverse en ce 
moment une période difficile, il peut nous 
arriver que nous doutions que le Seigneur 
s’adresse encore à nous : « Et vous aussi, 
voulez-vous me quitter ? ». C’est une autre 
question de St Pierre qui doit nous venir à 
l’esprit : « A qui irions-nous ? Seigneur.... Tu 
as les paroles de la vie éternelle ! ». 
      

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I hope that you had a lovely summer and that, 
despite the restrictions, you were able to get out 
of the city for a bit and safely enjoy the company 
of family and friends. 
 

Our superintendent, Pam Lyons, announced that 
the Archdiocese of San Francisco, as a system of 
schools, will begin the 2020-2021 school year 
online. At NDV, this means that we will be 
distance learning from August 20, 2020-
September 4, 2020. This decision was made on 
an Archdiocesan level based on the directives of 
the health department and Governor Gavin 
Newsom. The Archdiocesan plan to re-open 
schools will be in compliance with the mandate 
"that schools and school districts may reopen for 
in-person instruction at any time if they are 
located in a local health jurisdiction (LHJ) that 
has not been on the county monitoring list within 
the prior 14 days." (COVID-19 and Reopening 
In-Person Learning Framework for K-12 
Schools in California, 2020-2021 School Year) 
 Superintendent Lyons is expected to make 
another statement regarding the re-opening of 
Archdiocesan schools in the first week of 
September. 
 

Though we miss seeing our students in person 
very much, our distance learning program has 
developed a strong reputation and we are 
confident that we will continue the same 
academic rigor that our students are expecting. If 
you or any students you know are interested in 
joining our online program please 
email admissions@ndvsf.org for more 
information. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
ALL MASSES WILL BE PRIVATE 

MASSES 
 

SUNDAY August 23rd     
9:00 am      Thanksgiving to God 
MONDAY August 24th     
7:00 am       Earnest Leszczynski †  
TUESDAY August 25th   
7:00 am       Sam Oruol † 
WEDNESDAY August 26th      
7:00 am       Girma Bekele - Sick 
THURSDAY August 27th         
7:00 am       Susan Emmerson †   
FRIDAY August 28th    
7:00 am        Shifferaw Habte †    
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Elizabeth Desta, 
Patty Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, Odette 
Etcheverry, Benjamin Haller,  Lupita 

Herrera,  Cármen López, Maria 
Manley, Grant Melton, Brook Mesfin, 
Mary Jo Onopa, Roberta Renzi, Vinod 
and Cynthia Sheth, and Rosie Zedamoi. 

 

 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Alphonse Acheritogaray, Pete Arendt, 
Fr. George Baricar, Anna L. 

Bernadicou, Claire Casabonne, Denise 
Carrade, Jeannette Cornu, Magdalena 

Cravotto, Yvonne Delclaux, Mark 
Fischer, Jeannette Ganem, Georges 

Handras, Barbara J. Higgins, Charlene 
Haught Johnson, Nasif Khoury,  Ekho 

Lim,  Lynn Leininger, Frances 
McFarland, William McKnight, Odette 

LePendu, Mary Orley, Christiane 
Pelletier, Bernard Picard, Rolande E. 
Pottier, Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts, 
Stephen Rice, Mary Jo Stechschulte, 

Dimitrios Tsokas. 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/082320.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/13:27
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/27:3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/27:3
mailto:admissions@ndvsf.org
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Father Dennis Steik, S.M. passed away peacefully at 1:55 
a.m. Thursday August 20, 2020.  He had recently been 

admitted to the Intensive Care Unit at St. Mary's Hospital 
and struggled with COVID 19. Please keep him, his family 

and all those who loved him in your prayers.  
Father was ordained for the Society of Mary, and after 

serving in many capacities (including his years as Marist 
Provincial in the U.S.), had undertaken formation and 

vocation ministry in the Archdiocese of San Francisco.  He 
served at Notre Dame des Victoires between July 2007 and 
December 2016, before his move to the Marist Center of the 

West.  Please join Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, Fr. 
Paul Frechette, SM, Bishop Ignatius Wang, Bishop Bill 

Justice, Fr. Rene Iturbe, SM, Fr. Juan Gonzalez, SM,  
Fr. Stephen Howell in praying for Fr. Dennis. Your letters 

of condolence may be sent to his family and his brother 
Marists, care of Fr. Iturbe: Marist Center of the West 625 

Pine Street San Francisco, CA 94108 
 

 
 
The image of a key indicating authority is prevalent in 
today’s Scripture readings from the Prophet Isaiah and the 
Gospel from the evangelist St. Matthew. Through Isaiah, 
God chooses Eliakim to be the new authority of the 
Jerusalem palace, putting the key of the House of David 
upon his shoulder. In the Gospel, Jesus proclaims: And so I 
say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail 
against it. Jesus then gives Peter the keys to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Both men accept God’s call as well as the 
responsibility that follows. We, as faithful stewards, are 
commissioned at Baptism to work in the Lord’s vineyard — 
to advance His Kingdom through our God-given gifts. St. 
Paul reminds us in his Letter to the Roman community that 
these blessings are all from God. Are our hearts open and 
ready to the challenge of using these gifts to answer His 
call? We should pray daily, not only to discern our own 
vocation in life, but also for an increase in commitment to 
vocations of married life, the priesthood, consecrated life, 
the permanent diaconate, and all other ministries to the 
Church. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass 
for a specific intention, please call the Parish Office at 
415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass 
request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check 
payable to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us 
life. 

 
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: On Saturday, August 15th, nine men from the 
three counties of the Archdiocese were ordained permanent deacons, 
having completed several years of study and discernment for this vocation 
in pastoral service. Archbishop Cordileone was the principal celebrant and 
ordained the men. As a parish, we are filled with joy because one of our 
brothers, Daniel Katz was one of the permanent deacons ordained. Let us 
keep Daniel and his wife, Lupe in our prayers. We look forward to Deacon 
Daniel’s ministry here at Notre Dame des Victoires. 
 
LIVE STREAMING SUNDAY MASS AT NDV: Please participate in our 
Parish’s Sunday Mass which will be live-streamed at 9 a.m. on Youtube. 
You can access the Mass on the Flocknote you weekly receive, or on our 
website at ndvsf.org. We will continue live streaming during the pandemic, 
even when we return to public worship. God bless! 
 

PRAYER TO MAKE A “SPIRITUAL COMMUNION” 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen. 
 

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Masses have been 
suspended. We suggest that you consider making your donations on line. 
This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily financial responsibilities.   
Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based electronic contribution 
application. We are providing this service so that you have the option to 
manage your contributions online. This service is safe and secure. And it is 
convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign up for Online Giving by 
visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select the Online Giving link. 
Click on Create New Account and follow directions to set up your account. 
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
ELECTION YEAR 2020 AND FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 
"2020 is an election year… we are called as the Catholic faithful, along 
with our priests, parishes, schools, institutions and agencies, to participate 
in political life. Responsible citizenship is not only a virtue, it is also a 
moral obligation." Make sure you register to vote! 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
August 23, 2020 – August 30, 2020 

Sunday            - Is 22:19-23              - Rom 11:33-36                    - Mt 16:13-20 

Monday          - Rv 21:9b-14                                                              - Jn 1:45-51 

Tuesday          - 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17                                             - Mt 22:23-26 

Wednesday     - 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18                                            - Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday        - 1 Cor 1:1-9                                                            - Mt 24:42-51  

Friday             - 1 Cor 1:17-25                                                          - Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday         - 1 Cor 1:26-31                                                         - Mk 6:17-29  

Sunday            - Jer 20:7-9                   - Rom 12:1-2                     - Mt 16:21-27 
 
                   

 




