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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 22, 2021 
 

 
TASTING IN ORDER TO SEE 

 

The readings this week highlight the 
importance of wisdom. But what is wisdom? 
And how do you get it? In the world of Nazi 
Germany, everyone in the Nazi party got a 
party badge. Hitler’s own party badge was 
made of gold. To the Nazis, Hitler’s badge 
symbolized all the things in the world most 
worth having. At the end of his life, Hitler 
gave his gold badge as a gift to Magda 
Goebbels; and she said that it was the 
proudest moment of her life when he did. But 
he gave her that gold badge in the bunker 
under Berlin as Germany was losing the war. 
In that bunker in the last days of the war, 
Magda killed all six of her children and 
herself in an appallingly misguided act of 
loyalty to Hitler. When the invading soldiers 
of the Allied armies conquered Berlin and 
found her body, one of them took that little bit 
of a gold badge from her dress and pocketed it 
as a souvenir. 

 

Magda shows us what folly is, 
doesn’t she? She couldn’t tell the real goods, 
the real gold, from the fake goods, the things 
that glitter but are worthless. The gold badge 
that symbolized what Magda Goebbels lived 
and died for is a fitting symbol of the terrible 
foolishness of her life. Wisdom is the very 
opposite. It is the ability to discern between 
the real goods and the shiny fakes. But among 
the very best of the really good things is the 
goodness of God. And so, wisdom is the 
ability to see the goodness of God wherever it 
is to be found in the world. 
 

The Psalm tells us how we get the 
capacity for seeing the goodness of God, so 
important for us if we are to live our lives 
wisely and not foolishly, like Magda 
Goebbels.  We get this capacity by tasting! 
Taste and see that the Lord is good, the Psalm 
says. Taste what? The Gospel gives us the 
answer: Christ is the bread from heaven, and 
every person who tastes this bread will live. 
He will have the real goods, not the worthless 
fake goods; and he will see the difference 
between the two, because he will see God’s 
goodness in Christ. Here is the end of the 
story then: Taste the bread from heaven and 
see the goodness of the Lord. Wisdom lies in 
this! 

 
Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

 
FRENCH CORNER 

 

L’heure du choix 
 

      Ils sont nombreux les choix auxquels la 
société de consommation nous invite 
quotidiennement : aliments avec ou sans sel, 
sans sucre et sans cholestérol, sans parler de la 
multitude de canaux sur les postes de 
télévision, etc… Étourdis par le tourbillon de 
ces choix nous risquons d’oublier des choix 
plus importants ; prenons-nous le temps de 
nous demander quelles sont nos priorités, 
quelle est la place de Dieu dans notre vie 
quotidienne…. 
      Il y a plus de deux mille ans, Jésus est 
venu nous révéler un art de vivre, offrant la 
vie éternelle à ceux qui « mangeraient son 
corps et boiraient son sang ». Beaucoup de ses 
auditeurs vont alors le quitter, choqués par ce 
langage, et Jésus ne les retiendra pas. Seuls les 
douze apôtres vont rester avec lui. 
      Aujourd’hui, Jésus nous demande comme 
aux premiers disciples si nous acceptons de le 
suivre, d’accepter son message, même s’il est 
parfois difficile de l’admettre quand nous 
devons faire face à la maladie, à la mort d’un 
être aimé, à la souffrance d’un enfant. Notre 
réponse dépend de la confiance que nous 
avons en lui. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires, mindful of 
its mission to be witness to the love of Christ 
for all, admits students of any race, color, and 
national and/or ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally 
accorded to or made available to students at 
this school.  Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires 
does not unlawfully discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national and/or ethnic origin, 
age, gender or disability in administration of 
educational policies, admissions policies, 
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic 
and other school-administered programs.   

 
 

 
 

 

NDV is OPEN for full day instruction. NDV 
is accepting applications for the 2021-22 
school year.  
Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a Catholic 
Elementary & Middle School,Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) through eighth grade. Our 
co-ed school features strong academics and 
enrichment classes including art, technology, 
and music, and daily French instruction.  
Please contact the Director of Admissions by 
email admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a 
tour. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY August 22nd  
9:00 am      Gabriel & Luisita Prieto † 
10:30 am    For the People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Esther Hassett † 
MONDAY August 23rd  
7:00 am      Manuel Henry - Needs 
TUESDAY August 24th   
7:00 am      Roman Haile †  
WEDNESDAY August 25th           
7:00 am     Mengiste Mekonen † 
THURSDAY August 26th     
7:00 am      Linda Orellana † 
FRIDAY August 27th  
7:00 am      Shiferaw Habte † 
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Nancy Bruno, Rizza 
Chua, Elizabeth Desta, Patty Espiritu, 

Zachary Espiritu, Odette Etcheverry, Brett 
Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Reggio Hearn, 
Lupita Herrera,  Cármen López, Eugene 

Magalong, Patrick Maher, Maria Manley, 
Grant Melton, Diana Munoz, Mary Jo 

Onopa, Ron & Erik Ongstad, Robert Potter, 
Roberta Renzi, Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod 
and Cynthia Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis, 

Peter Wang, and Rosie Zedamoi 
 

 
 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Jacqueline Archieri, Pete Arendt, Fr. 
George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael Bethe-

Selassie, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 
Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 
Georges Handras, Barbara J. Higgins, 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae Wook 
Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro Lopez 
Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia Ponce 

Marquez, Pierre Massion, William 
McKnight, Brook Mesfin , Askale Munga, 

Christiane Pelletier, Rolande E. Pottier, 
Dimitrios Tsokas Nicole Zambelli. 

 
REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 

DECEASED: 
 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
LIVE STREAMING OF SUNDAY MASSES: For those 
still unable to attend In Person Masses, for health reasons, 
you can find Catholic Masses on youtube catholic channels. 
Below are two such sites: 

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception Washington, D.C. 

 

 
RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Faith? Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? 
Are you an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been 
baptized but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church 
for individuals to become Catholic and receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with 
Jesus and the Church he founded, this journey takes place 
through distinct stages over a period of time suitable to 
bring about a through catechesis, significant experience of 
the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information, 
please contact: Dr. Carrie Schroeder at 
schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

In today’s First Reading, Joshua gives the ancient Israelites 
a choice either to serve their God, the God of Israel, or the 
pagan gods beyond the River. Joshua then boldly 
professes, As for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord. In St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, he describes 
marriage as a sacrament and likens the marital bond in love 
between husband and wife to Christ’s love of His Church. 
In St. John’s Gospel, many of the disciples find Christ’s 
truth on the everlasting gift of His Body and Blood hard to 
accept and leave His company. Jesus questions His Apostles 
to see if they, too, will leave Him and go back to their 
former way of life. Discipleship in the Lord is challenging, 
but Simon-Peter proclaims to Jesus, Master, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life. Being Christ’s 
disciple has a definite cost, but He assures us He will give 
us strength to accept that cost. Jesus’ strength, peace, and 
joy can be attained through Eucharistic Adoration and 
Benediction.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
August 22, 2021 – August 29, 2021 

Sunday           - Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b           - Eph 5:21-32           - Jn 6:60-69 

Monday          - 1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10                                               - Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday          - Rv 21:9b-14                                                             - Jn 1:45-51   

Wednesday     - 1 Thes 2:9-13                                                        - Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday        - 1 Thes 3:7-13                                                        - Mt 24:42-51 

Friday             - 1 Thes 4:1-8                                                            - Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday         - 1 Thes 4:9-11                                                        - Mt 25:14-30 

Sunday            - Dt 4:1-2, 6-8   - Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27   - Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
                   

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations on line. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 




