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Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 29, 2021 
 

 
WASHING YOUR HANDS 

BEFORE DINNER 
  

In the Gospel Reading, Jesus and 
the Pharisees have a public fight about the 
Jewish tradition of washing your hands before 
dinner. Jesus puts the Pharisees and their 
tradition down with a scathing denunciation. 
He calls the Pharisees “hypocrites,” who have 
God on their lips but not in their hearts. So, 
what does this story say about tradition? Well, 
we might think, if cleaving to tradition gets 
the Pharisees the denunciation of the Lord, 
then so much the worse for tradition! And yet 
where would we be without tradition? Our 
whole religious understanding and practice, 
even our creeds, are shaped by tradition. 

The solution to the perplexity lies in 
the story. When the Pharisees ask Jesus why 
his disciples don’t keep the tradition of 
handwashing, their question isn’t a request for 
information. It is a challenge to his whole 
ministry. From the point of view of the 
Pharisees, a person couldn’t be from God and 
not wash his hands before dinner in 
accordance with the tradition. A tradition 
hands on something precious from one 
generation to another. But the tradition the 
Pharisees cling to does not in fact convey the 
God of Moses, does it? What kind of God 
would make his total acceptance or rejection 
of a person dependent on whether or not he 
washed his hands before dinner? Where is the 
righteous, merciful, loving God of Moses in 
this view of the Pharisees? 

In the First Reading, Moses orders 
the people to communicate God’s commands 
without adding or subtracting anything from 
them. The Nicene creed, which is part of the 
tradition that structures our faith, does not 
violate this order of Moses, because the 
Nicene creed does not change biblical 
teachings. It only unfolds them and gives 
deeper insight into them. But when the 
Pharisees privilege handwashing above the 
true goodness of Christ, they don’t transmit 
what Moses gave them. They wreck it, in the 
name of tradition. And that is why Jesus says 
the tradition of the Pharisees is the tradition of 
men. These defenders of religious tradition 
have lost their grip on the very thing they 
were supposed to pass on, God’s goodness 
and love. That is why Jesus calls them 
‘hypocrites.’ It is a cautionary tale for all of 
us, isn’t it? 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

La Loi et ses traditions 
 

      Certains catholiques, plus de 50 ans après 
le Concile Vatican II, reprochent à l’Église 
d’avoir changé la religion parce qu’on célèbre 
la messe en langue ordinaire et que le prêtre 
fait face au peuple. Cette attitude nous aide à 
comprendre pourquoi les pharisiens accusent 
Jésus de manquer à la Loi parce qu’il 
abandonne certains rites de purification avant 
les repas. 
      Ces juifs se croyaient « purs » car ils 
pratiquaient ces gestes extérieurs mais leur 
cœur ne l’était pas à cause de leur hypocrisie, 
de leurs préjugés, de leur manque d’amour 
pour les autres. Un cœur « pur » est celui qui 
reconnaît ses propres fautes, ne juge pas 
autrui, pratique le pardon. 
      Suivre des commandements extérieurs 
peut être sécurisant, comme le transatlantique 
suit le remorqueur pour éviter les rochers à 
l’entrée d’un port. Questionner la vérité de 
nos actions pour voir si elles correspondent à 
l’enseignement de l’évangile est exigeant, 
mais c’est le défi de la vraie fidélité aux 
promesses de notre baptême et à l’exemple de 
la vie du Christ. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 
After an incredibly successful year of both 
distance and in-person learning, the students and 
staff of Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires (NDV) 
are enjoying a much-deserved summer vacation.  
 

NDV will be back to full (pre-pandemic) 
operation in the fall of 2021. Our school day is 
from 7:50AM-3:20PM and our aftercare 
program hours are 3:20PM-6:00PM. 
 

Though the office will be closed, we are still 
accepting applications and offering in-person 
tours throughout the summer for grades TK-7 for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Inquiries and 
applications may be sent to 
admissions@ndvsf.org at any time. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal. 

 
 

 
 

 

NDV is OPEN for full day instruction. NDV is 
accepting applications for the 2021-22 school 
year.  
Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a Catholic 
Elementary & Middle School,Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) through eighth grade. Our co-
ed school features strong academics and 
enrichment classes including art, technology, and 
music, and daily French instruction.  Please 
contact the Director of Admissions by email 
admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a tour. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY August 29th  
9:00 am      Megdelawit Asrat Family 
10:30 am    Marie-Louise Benoîte de 
                   Fontenay & Générale Claude  
                   Genest † 
12:15 pm    For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY August 30th  
7:00 am      Tewabtch Belete Birthday 
TUESDAY August 31st  
7:00 am      Gladys R. Frontera - Needs  
WEDNESDAY September 1st            
7:00 am     Roman Haile † 
THURSDAY September 2nd      
7:00 am     Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie † 
FRIDAY September 3rd  
7:00 am      Mengiste Mekonen † 
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Nancy Bruno, Rizza 
Chua, Elizabeth Desta, Patty Espiritu, 

Zachary Espiritu, Odette Etcheverry, Brett 
Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Reggio Hearn, 
Lupita Herrera,  Cármen López, Patrick 

Maher, Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Diana 
Munoz, Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik 

Ongstad, Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi, 
Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia 

Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang, 
and Rosie Zedamoi 

 

 
 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Jacqueline Archieri, Pete Arendt, Fr. 
George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael Bethe-

Selassie, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 
Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 
Georges Handras, Barbara J. Higgins, 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro 
Lopez Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, William 

McKnight, Valerie Meehan, Brook 
Mesfin , Askale Munga, Christiane 

Pelletier, Rolande E. Pottier, Dimitrios 
Tsokas Nicole Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are notified 
not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
LIVE STREAMING OF SUNDAY MASSES: For those 
still unable to attend In Person Masses, for health reasons, 
you can find Catholic Masses on youtube catholic channels. 
Below are two such sites: 

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception Washington, D.C. 

 

 
RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Faith? Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? 
Are you an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been 
baptized but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church 
for individuals to become Catholic and receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with 
Jesus and the Church he founded, this journey takes place 
through distinct stages over a period of time suitable to 
bring about a through catechesis, significant experience of 
the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information, 
please contact: Dr. Carrie Schroeder at 
schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Today’s Scripture readings profess a common theme: God, 
through His commandments, shepherds us to live fruitful 
and holy lives. Moses, in the Book of Deuteronomy, clearly 
expresses how fortunate and blessed the ancient Israelites 
are to be favored by God as His people. In St. Mark’s 
Gospel, Jesus admonishes the Pharisees and scribes that 
following strict rituals may actually lead to disregarding the 
spirit of the commandments themselves. St. James 
proclaims two important stewardship norms: First, all good 
giving and every perfect gift is from above. Second, 
Christian stewards accept and are doers of the Word and not 
hearers only. They acknowledge God’s many blessings and 
strive to embrace evangelization through Christian 
stewardship as a way of life. We recognize this by gratefully 
returning back to God our “first fruits” through prayer, 
service, and generosity to feed and clothe those in need, 
shelter the homeless, and visit the sick, elderly, and 
imprisoned. Christ uses us as His instruments through these 
Corporal Works of Mercy to spread His hope and peace to 
everyone we serve. To put Word into action, consider 
giving generously to your parish St. Vincent de Paul Society 
or serving at a local soup kitchen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
August 29, 2021 – September 5, 2021 

Sunday            - Dt 4:1-2, 6-8   - Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27  - Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Monday          - 1 Thes 4:13-18                                                        - Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday          - 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11                                                   - Lk 4:31-37   
Wednesday     - Col 1:1-8                                                                 - Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday        - Col 1:9-14                                                                - LK 5:1-11 
Friday             - Col 1:15-20                                                             - Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday         - Col 1:21-23                                                                 - Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday            - Is 35:4-7a                          - Jas 2:1-5                      MK 7:31-37 
                   

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations on line. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 




