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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – August 8, 2021 
 

 
GRIEVING GOD 

 

In the Second Reading, Paul 
warns people not to grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God. It is a sad thing to grieve your 
mother or your best friend. It is really 
dreadful to grieve God himself. How does a 
person manage to do such a lamentable 
thing? You grieve God when you engage in 
malice, Paul says. Malice is the opposite of 
love. To love someone is to want the good 
for him and to want to be united with him, 
too. So, you can be malicious by refusing 
either of these desires of love. If you want 
what is bad for another person, or if you 
utterly reject another person, you are 
malicious with regard to him. 

So, you don’t have to engage in 
murder or theft or adultery to grieve God. 
As the Second Reading implies, you can 
grieve God just by reviling another person. 
You revile a person when you say bad 
things about him, to his face or behind his 
back, just for the sake of putting him down. 
When you do this, you take a kind of 
perverse pleasure in his badness. That is 
why reviling is malicious. It is the opposite 
of love’s desire for the good of the other. 

Bitterness is on Paul’s list of ways 
to grieve God, too. A bitter drink is one that 
has no sweetness in it; it just sets the 
drinker’s teeth on edge. Your heart and 
mind are bitter if you are focused largely on 
the bad in things, and that bad-tempered 
focus of yours sets everybody else on edge 
as they try to tiptoe around you. You can’t 
want the good for others if all you can see 
is the bad in them. And you can’t want to 
be united with them either if your bitterness 
blocks joy in you. 

If you revile others, if you are 
bitter, then you are malicious; and when 
you are malicious, you are opposed to love. 
But God is love, and it isn’t possible for 
there to be union between God and what is 
opposed to God. Your malice grieves God 
because he has lost you when you are 
malicious; and, for God, your loss is worth 
grieving. It’s a sobering thought to be so 
loved, isn’t it? 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Manger le PAIN de la PAROLE 
 

      Pour la troisième semaine consécutive, 
Jésus nous parle du PAIN de la VIE. En effet, 
en nous rassemblant pour la célébration 
eucharistique, nous venons manger du PAIN 
consacré au cours de la messe. 
      Mais, aujourd’hui, le Christ nous parle 
d’une autre nourriture en déclarant : « Tout 
homme qui écoute les enseignements du Père 
vient vers moi ». Ce qui signifie que le PAIN 
de la VIE, c’est Jésus lui-même, un PAIN 
auquel nous avons accès dans la mesure où 
nous écoutons ce que le Père veut nous dire à 
travers son enseignement. Avant d’accueillir 
le PAIN eucharistique, il importe d’ouvrir 
notre cœur au PAIN de la PAROLE. 
     Comme Jésus l’a dit au tentateur : « Ce 
n’est pas seulement de pain que l’homme doit 
vivre, mais de toute PAROLE qui sort de la 
bouche de DIEU. Il ne suffit pas d’écouter les 
textes bibliques, il faut que la parole divine 
nous pénètre et nous transforme de l’intérieur, 
nous donnant la force de mener jusqu’au bout 
notre pèlerinage terrestre. Puisse la PAROLE 
de DIEU devenir notre pain quotidien. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 
Parishioners, 
 
After an incredibly successful year of both 
distance and in-person learning, the students and 
staff of Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires (NDV) 
are enjoying a much-deserved summer vacation.  
 

NDV will be back to full (pre-pandemic) 
operation in the fall of 2021. Our school day is 
from 7:50AM-3:20PM and our aftercare 
program hours are 3:20PM-6:00PM. 
 

Though the office will be closed, we are still 
accepting applications and offering in-person 
tours throughout the summer for grades TK-7 for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Inquiries and 
applications may be sent to 
admissions@ndvsf.org at any time. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal. 

 
 

 
 

 

NDV is OPEN for full day instruction. NDV is 
accepting applications for the 2021-22 school 
year.  
Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a Catholic 
Elementary & Middle School,Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) through eighth grade. Our co-
ed school features strong academics and 
enrichment classes including art, technology, and 
music, and daily French instruction.  Please 
contact the Director of Admissions by email 
admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a tour. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY August 8th  
9:00 am      Messaye & Frehiwot Family 
10:30 am    For the People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Gladys R. Frontera - Needs 
MONDAY August 9th  
7:00 am     Temesgen Messaye Thanksgiving 
TUESDAY August 10th  
7:00 am     Odette Etcheverry - Needs 
WEDNESDAY August 11th             
7:00 am     Brook Mesfin † 
THURSDAY August 12th       
7:00 am      John Valentine † 
FRIDAY August 13th   
7:00 am      Manuel Henry - Needs  
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Rizza Chua, Elizabeth 
Desta, Patty Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, 

Odette Etcheverry, Brett Fischer, 
Benjamin Haller, Lupita Herrera,  

Cármen López, Patrick Maher, Maria 
Manley, Grant Melton, Diana Munoz, 
Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik Ongstad, 
Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi, Juan Gil 

Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, 
Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang, and 

Rosie Zedamoi 
 
 

 
 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Jacqueline Archieri, Pete Arendt, Fr. 
George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael Bethe-

Selassie, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 
Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 
Georges Handras, Barbara J. Higgins, 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro 
Lopez Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, William 

McKnight, Brook Mesfin , Askale 
Munga, Christiane Pelletier, Rolande E. 

Pottier, Dimitrios Tsokas Nicole 
Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are notified 
not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
LIVE STREAMING OF SUNDAY MASSES: For those 
still unable to attend In Person Masses, for health reasons, 
you can find Catholic Masses on youtube catholic channels. 
Below are two such sites: 

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception Washington, D.C. 

 

 
RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Faith? Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? 
Are you an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been 
baptized but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church 
for individuals to become Catholic and receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with 
Jesus and the Church he founded, this journey takes place 
through distinct stages over a period of time suitable to 
bring about a through catechesis, significant experience of 
the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information, 
please contact: Dr. Carrie Schroeder at 
schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
 NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

In today’s passage from the First Book of Kings, God 
sustains His tired and distressed prophet Elijah with food 
and drink to fortify him for his journey to God’s mountain, 
Mt. Horeb. In St. John’s Gospel, Jesus professes He is the 
“Bread of Life” and those who partake of this Bread will 
live forever. When we consume the Lord’s consecrated 
Body and Blood in Holy Communion, we unify as one spirit 
in discipleship with Christ. St. Paul instructs the Ephesian 
Christian community, and us, to follow the way of love 
through Christ. Through our Lord’s love and our 
participation in the Eucharist, Jesus directs us to proclaim 
His Word to all in a spirit of evangelization, and to welcome 
our brothers and sisters to a personal relationship with Him. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
August 8, 2021 – August 15, 2021 

Sunday           - 1Kgs 19:4-8                   - Eph 4:30—5:2                 - Jn 6:41-51 

Monday          - Dt 10:12-22                                                           - Mt 17:22-27 

Tuesday          - 2 Cor 9:6-10                                                           - Jn 12:24-26 

Wednesday     - Dt 34:1-12                                                            - Mt 18:15-20 

Thursday        - Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17                                     - Mt 18:21—19:1 

Friday             - Jos 24:1-13                                                              - Mt 19:3-12 

Saturday         - Jos 24:14-29                                                         - Mt 19:13-15 

Sunday           - Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab       - 1 Cor 15:20-27       - Lk 1:39-56 
                   

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations on line. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
 




