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Daily Masses

Epiphany of the Lord – January 3, 2021
WHO KNEW?

FRENCH CORNER

Who knew the Messiah was born
as the baby Jesus in Bethlehem in that
wintertime?
In
this
S nda
Gospel Reading, a lot of people
came to figure it out. The chief priests and
scribes knew where the Messiah would be
born because they could interpret the parts
in the Old Testament that predicted the
Me iah bi h. The magi f m he Ea
knew that the Messiah had been born,
because they could interpret the presence of
the star in the sky. When the magi followed
the star to Bethlehem to see for themselves,
Herod the King ordered them to come back
and tell him too.
For all these people, there was a
way to know the birth of the Messiah. The
priests could interpret Scripture, and the
magi could read the stars. King Herod had
the political power to command their
knowledge and wisdom for his own
purposes. But what about people who lack
the advantages of the priests and magi and
who have no power to command others?
How are they to know? Does God make
provision only for the fortunate? Consider
the shepherds. They lacked the money
needed for education, and so they lacked
the ability to use Scripture or stars to know
the birth of the Messiah. They had no
power to command others to share the fruits
of their education with them either.
But it is not powerlessness or
poverty that keeps a person from knowing
the birth of the Messiah. In the end, it was
not the shepherds but the powerful and
wealthy King Herod, with his evil-hearted
intentions, who did not know the baby
Jesus was the Messiah. The magi did not
tell him, because God warned them in a
dream not to. And so, Herod the King did
not know. In spite of their lack of all
worldly advantages, the shepherds in fact
outranked the king and all the others. They
were by the side of the Messiah first, and
they did not have to figure it out for
themselves either. The shepherds may have
been poor and simple, but they were
trusting and open-hearted, too. And so, they
knew Christ Jesus was born in a manager in
Bethlehem that cold winter night because
they heard the angels sing.
Eleonore Stump

Épiphanie du Seigneur
Il
aie
la eche che d
événement mystérieux, ces trois
personnages qui scrutaient le ciel et
virent soudain apparaître un astre
inconnu qui les invitait à quitter leur
pays pour prendre une route qui
finalement va les conduire vers Dieu.
Ils étaient étrangers, ignoraient
Abraham, Isaac ou Jacob, mais ils
étaient attentifs aux occasions que
Dieu suscite pour montrer que son
al
ai a
e
a e le l
mais offert à toutes les nations. C e
d aille
le
e
d
« Épiphanie » en grec. Cette fête,
donc, annonce la naissance du
nouveau peuple de Dieu, porteur de
coutumes, cultures ou langages fort
divers, mais unis dans une même foi.
Réjouissons-nous, car la lumière
d Ch i b ille
elh a i .
O
e c
a di e i
du monde pour louer et bénir le
Seig e de l U i e .

ALL SUNDAY & FEAST DAY
MASSES WILL BE PRIVATE LIVE
STREAMED
SUNDAY January 3rd
9:00 am Kitty Kelly - Needs
10:30 am Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie
MONDAY January 4th
7:00 am Frank Cozette
TUESDAY January 5th
7:00 am
Jean Baptiste & Juliette Puts
WEDNESDAY January 6th
7:00 am
Mickey Coyle
THURSDAY January 7th
7:00 pm
Odette Etcheverry Needs
FRIDAY January 8th
7:00 am
Sid Goldstein

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK
Monique Antolin, Elizabeth Desta, Patty
Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, Odette
Etcheverry, Benjamin Haller, Lupita
Herrera, Cármen López, Patrick Maher,
Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Brook
Mesfin, Askale Munga, Mary Jo Onopa,
Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi, Vinod and
Cynthia Sheth, and Rosie Zedamoi.

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M.

FROM OUR SCHOOL
Parishioners,
We hope you had a very Merry
Christmas and that you were able to
celebrate it safely with those you
love. You are in our thoughts and
prayers this Christmas Season and we
are so grateful for yours.
God Bless,
The NDV School Community
A Christmas Prayer for you
May your Christmas days be merry
And your New Year days be bright.
May peace and goodwill bring you joy
And his blessings much delight.

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED
Alphonse Acheritogaray, Jacqueline
Archieri, Pete Arendt, Fr. George Baricar,
Anna L. Bernadicou, Kenfe-Michael BetheSelassie, Claire Casabonne, Denise
Carrade, Madeleine Constant, Jeannette
Cornu, Magdalena Cravotto, Yvonne
Delclaux, Mark Fischer, Jeannette Ganem,
Georges Handras, Barbara J. Higgins,
Charlene Haught Johnson, Nasif Khoury,
Ekho Lim, Lynn Leininger, Frances
McFarland, William McKnight, Odette
LePendu, Mary Orley, Christiane Pelletier,
Bernard Picard, Rolande E. Pottier,
Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice,
Mary Jo Stechschulte, Dimitrios Tsokas.
REMEMBER OUR SICK AND
DECEASED:
Please note starting next week we will
automatically remove anyone who has been
on this list over a year unless we are
notified not to remove. Thank you for your
understanding.

Notre Dame des Victoires

With the surge of the Coronavirus in our county of San
Francisco, we have once again suspended indoor worship.
Once the Health Department updates its policy regarding
public worship we will notify you of the reopening of
Masses here at NDV. For now you can participate in a live
stream of our Sunday Parish Masses. Please click on the
link on our Parish Website: ndvsf.org for Sunday's Live
Stream Masses. Mass will begin at 9 a.m. in English and at
10:30 a.m. in French. The Masses will also be recorded and
you can access the liturgy at a later time. God Bless.

NDV SCHOOL is OPEN! Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires
is a Catholic Elementary & Middle School with grades
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) through eighth grade. Our
co-ed school features strong academics and enrichment
classes including art, technology, and music, and daily
French instruction located in the heart of downtown San
Francisco. Please contact the Director of Admissions by
email admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a tour.

Toda , in St. Matthew s Gospel, the evangelist retells the
story of the Magi visiting the Christ-child, the newborn
King. In this initial meeting, they are overwhelmed, and in
response, venerate our Lord by prostrating themselves, face
down. The Magi open their treasures and offer Jesus gold,
frankincense, and m rrh. These gifts foreshadow Christ s
royalty, divinity, and suffering. The Scripture passages from
Isaiah and St. Paul further convey that the Good News of
salvation is to be proclaimed to all people. Do we, as
faithful stewards strive to follow the Magi s example of
offering adoration, praise, and glory to God? Do we, in
thanksgiving, embrace the Good News, deepening our
personal relationship in Christ? Then, in turn, spread His
joy, peace, and message of hope and salvation to all those
we meet? To encounter Christ, plan to attend Alpha or a
similar evangelization event offered at your parish.

Our Lady of Victories www. ndvsf.org
CALIFORNIA BISHOPS ISSUE POSITIVE STATEMENT ON
VACCINES: On December 3, the Catholic bishops of California issued a
statement saying that the imminent Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19
vaccines are morally acceptable. The bishops committed the California
Catholic Conference to working with Catholic health care ministries and
Catholic Charities to promote and encourage COVID-19 vaccinations in
collaboration with state and local governments and other entities.
Archbishop Cordileone said, I join m brother bishops in welcoming the
news that safe, effective vaccines against the COVID-19 virus will soon be
available. Together, we bishops affirm that the imminent Pfizer and
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines are morally acceptable, and we
enco rage e er one to recei e the accine hen it becomes a ailable.
VALLOMBROSA RETREAT CENTER, MENLO PARK: Find an
island of peace in a world of crazy. Vallombrosa Retreat Center invites you
to come and enjoy a moment of repose from today's COVID world. Private
single rooms are available, with business-class Wi-Fi and a writing desk,
an en suite restroom, access to gardens, and, if you wish, Spiritual
Direction. Or maybe you just need a break from the house, children, and
spouse to write a few e-mails and reflect. The atmosphere is prayerful and
mindful; the setting is ten acres of lovely gardens; nestled in the quiet
neighborhood of Nativity Church and Corpus Christi Monastery. A "day
retreat" is a peaceful time away from home, with your private room to
yourself from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm, for a single day or for more days, up to
a full five-day week. Al
a ailable i an
e nigh e ea f a
minimum of three nights. There may be other ways that Vallombrosa can
accommodate your needs, so you are invited to reach out and
inquire. Please contact: Vallombrosa Retreat Center, 250 Oak Grove Ave.,
Menlo Park - David Leech at 650-325-5614 or davidl@vallombrosa.org
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Masses have been
suspended. We suggest that you consider making your donations on line.
Thi ill hel i h he need f
a i h dail financial e n ibili ie .
Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based electronic contribution
application. We are providing this service so that you have the option to
manage your contributions online. This service is safe and secure. And it is
convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign up for Online Giving by
visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select the Online Giving link.
Click on Create New Account and follow directions to set up your account.
Thank you for your generosity.

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK
January 3, 2021

January 10, 2021

Sunday

- Is 60:1-6

- Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

- Mt 2:1-12

Monday

- 1 Jn 3:22 4:6

Tuesday

-1 Jn 4:7-10

- Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday

- 1 Jn 4:11-18

- Mk 6:45-52

Thursday

- 1 Jn 4:19 5:4

- Lk 4:14-22a

Friday

- 1 Jn 5:5-13

- Lk 5:12-16

Saturday

- 1 Jn 5:14-21

- Jn 3:22-30

Sunday

- Is 42:1-4, 6-7

- Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

- Acts 10:34-38

- Mt 1:7-11

