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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – July 4, 2021 
 

 
CONTENT WITH INSULT, 

PERSECUTION, AND 
WEAKNESS 

 

In the Second Reading, Paul says 
that he is content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, and persecutions. Why would 
any rational person be content with these 
things? All of them look like the very 
things to avoid if you possibly can. Well, 
what would anyone be content with? How 
about beatitude? That would be worthy of 
contentment, wouldn’t it? But in the 
Sermon on the Mount, Christ connects 
beatitude to persecution: Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness’s sake 
(cf. Mt. 5:9). Actually, in the very next 
verse, Christ connects beatitude to being 
insulted, too.  

And now it is easy to see why 
anyone would be content with persecutions 
and insults, and so with hardships, too. 
Beatitude goes together with them. 
Christianity turns the ordinary standards of 
the world up-side down.  When we follow 
Christ and suffer persecution, insults, and 
hardships with him, we are not among the 
world’s losers. We are the prize-winners. 
Beatitude is ours! But that still leaves 
weakness. Paul says his own weakness 
comes from Satan. And, of course, one kind 
of weakness that comes from Satan is sin. 
Could anyone—should anyone—be content 
with his own sin? Of course, a person 
should not accept his sins! Out with them! 
Out with them NOW! Just expressing the 
thought this way explains Paul’s point, 
doesn’t it?  

Hardship, insult, persecution, and 
most especially the wretched sin that besets 
us—these things are not our final state. 
Beauty and love in life with the Lord are 
our final state. They are our home. But we 
do not get home by ourselves. Only God 
has the wisdom and the power to get us 
there. And so, we have to wait for him, 
even for the removal of those sins that we 
would so dearly love to be rid of—and, of 
course, would also so dearly love to keep. 
And that is why Paul can be content even 
with weakness. That is why we can be 
patient even with our own sins. God’s grace 
is sufficient for each one of us, not just 
where insults and hardships are concerned, 
but even when it comes to our sins. If only 
we do not stop waiting for him with trust, 
with peace and contentment in him, he will 
rid us of our sins in his own time. He will 
get us home. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Un prêcheur gênant 
 

      La carrière de Jésus n’a pas été une partie de 
plaisir : dès ses premières paroles dans la 
synagogue de Nazareth, il a rencontré la 
méfiance et l’opposition. Les gens le 
connaissaient depuis son enfance, ils savaient qui 
était son père, sa mère, sa famille. Ils savaient 
surtout qu’il était le fils d’un charpentier. 
      Or voilà qu’il prétend parler au nom de Dieu, 
qu’il reproche aux gens leur conduite, en un mot 
qu’il agit comme un prophète alors qu’à leurs 
yeux il ne peut être qu’un simple ouvrier à qui 
on commande un tabouret ou une table. Sa 
nature humaine ne permet pas de distinguer en 
lui sa véritable personnalité et c’est pourquoi il 
ne fera aucun miracle à Nazareth. 
      De plus, il leur dit « qu’un prophète n’est 
méprisé que dans son propre pays », comme ce 
fut le cas autrefois pour Isaïe ou Jérémie, et plus 
récemment pour Jean-Baptiste. De nos jours, le 
pape François est aussi un prophète, et nous ne 
devons pas nous étonner si ses paroles ne sont 
pas bien accueillies par tout le monde.  
      Chacun et chacune d’entre nous, nous devons 
faire un effort pour accepter le message qu’il 
nous annonce et y reconnaître la Parole de Dieu. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 
 

Parishioners, 
 

After an incredibly successful year of both 
distance and in-person learning, the students and 
staff of Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires (NDV) 
are enjoying a much-deserved summer vacation.  
 

NDV will be back to full (pre-pandemic) 
operation in the fall of 2021. Our school day is 
from 7:50AM-3:20PM and our aftercare 
program hours are 3:20PM-6:00PM. 
 

Though the office will be closed, we are still 
accepting applications and offering in-person 
tours throughout the summer for grades TK-7 for 
the 2021-2022 school year. Inquiries and 
applications may be sent to 
admissions@ndvsf.org at anytime. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal. 

 
 

 
 
 

NDV is OPEN for full day instruction. NDV is 
accepting applications for the 2021-22 school 
year.  
Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a Catholic 
Elementary & Middle School,Transitional 
Kindergarten (TK) through eighth grade. Our co-
ed school features strong academics and 
enrichment classes including art, technology, and 
music, and daily French instruction.  Please 
contact the Director of Admissions by email 
admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a tour. 

 

 
 

SUNDAY July 4th    
9:00 am      For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    Pierre Massion † 
12:15 pm     Mered Belete Birthday 
MONDAY July 5th     
7:00 am      Isabelle Leroy † 
TUESDAY July 6th   
7:00 am      Marechet Belete Birthday 
WEDNESDAY July 7th           
7:00 am     William S. Caram † 
THURSDAY July 8th      
7:00 am     James Thelen † 
FRIDAY July 9th  
7:00 am     Geraldin Mood †  
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Elizabeth Desta, Patty 
Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, Odette 

Etcheverry, Brett Fischer, Balcha Haile 
Yesus, Benjamin Haller, Lupita Herrera,  

Cármen López, Patrick Maher, Maria 
Manley, Grant Melton, Diana Munoz, 
Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik Ongstad, 
Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi, Juan Gil 

Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, 
Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang, and 

Rosie Zedamoi 
 
 

 
 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Jacqueline Archieri, Pete Arendt, Fr. 
George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael Bethe-

Selassie, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 
Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 
Georges Handras, Barbara J. Higgins, 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro 
Lopez Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, William 

McKnight, Brook Mesfin , Askale 
Munga, Christiane Pelletier, Rolande E. 

Pottier, Dimitrios Tsokas Nicole 
Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has 
been on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 

As the state of California is now lifting most coronavirus 
restrictions, thanks to the decreasing rate of infections, it is 
now time for us to do the same with our safety protocols for 
Mass. As public health officials remind us, however, the 
pandemic is not yet completely over. We must continue to 
be vigilant and responsible in ensuring maximum health and 
safety of our parish communities. Therefore, out of an 
abundance of caution, the Archdiocese of San Francisco has 
issued the following modifications to the safety protocols. 
This health policy will take effect on June 24. 2021 

To be Restored 
 The dispensation for attending Sunday Mass will be 
dropped, and the Sunday Mass obligation restored. 

Anyone who feels sick is dispensed from attending Mass 
by canon law itself 

 

TO BE RETAINED: 1. Congregants are to wear masks 
during Mass indoors until further notice. If you come to 

Mass without a mask/face covering, masks will be 
provided. No one can enter the church without a 
mask/face covering. 2. Social distancing between 

households will continue. 

TO BE DROPPED: 1. Contact information lists 
and consent forms, as well as taking of 

temperatures.  2. NDV will be suspending 
livestreaming of our Masses. If the need arises 
to reinstate livestreaming, we will notify you. 

FOR THOSE STILL UNABLE TO ATTEND 
FOR HEALTH REASONS, YOU CAN FIND 

CATHOLIC MASSES ON YOUTUBE 
CATHOLIC CHANNELS. BELOW ARE 

TWO SUCH SITES: 

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption 
Archdiocese of San Francisco The Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 

Washington, D.C. 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass 
for a specific intention, please call the Parish Office at 
415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a Mass 
Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the 
offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, 
please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 
 
 
 

RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith? Have you 
been thinking about becoming Catholic? Are you an adult that's never been 
baptized? Have you been baptized but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
process established for the universal Church for individuals to become 
Catholic and receive the Sacraments of Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, 
and Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with Jesus and the 
Church he founded, this journey takes place through distinct stages over a 
period of time suitable to bring about a through catechesis, significant 
experience of the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information, please contact: 
Dr. Carrie Schroeder at schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Today’s Scripture readings from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel and the 
Gospel of St. Mark depict Jesus and Ezekiel as prophets rejected by their 
own people. St. Paul tells the Corinthian community, and us, that when he 
is weak, the Lord responds: My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
made perfect in weakness. Paul concludes, … for when I am weak, then I 
am strong. Today, the Catholic Church has prophetic voices proclaiming 
Her teachings on the sanctity of life, and the evils of racism, bigotry toward 
the LGBTQ+ community, discrimination toward undocumented 
immigrants, and systemic economic injustice. Through Revelation and 
Tradition, Jesus Himself inspires these Church teachings. As Christ’s 
faithful disciples, let us open our hearts to listen to these modern-day 
prophets to understand the Church’s moral teachings so we may counteract 
secular society’s belief in moral relativism — “my morals are as good as 
your morals.”  
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
July 4, 2021 – July 11, 2021 

Sunday           - Ez 2:2-5                         - 2 Cor 12:7-10                  - Mk 6:1-6a 

Monday          - Gn 28:10-22a                                                          - Mt 9:18-26 

Tuesday          - Gn 32:23-33                                                            - Mt 9:32-38 

Wednesday     - Gn 41:55-57; 42:5-7a, 17-24a                                  - Mt 10:1-7 

Thursday        - Gn 44:18-21, 23b-29; 45:1-5                                  - Mt 10:7-15 

Friday             - Gn 46:1-7, 28-30                                                   - Mt 10:16-23 

Saturday         - Gn 49:29-32; 50:15-26a                                       - Mt 10:24-33 

Sunday           - Am 7:12-15                     - Eph 1:3-14                     - Mk 6:7-13 
                   
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations online. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 
 




