Fourth Sunday of Lent – March 14, 2021
HEARTBREAK

FRENCH CORNER

As the First Reading describes it,
the enemies of the Jews smash Jerusalem.
The walls of the city are torn down. The
Temple of God is burned up, and all its
holy things are destroyed. And the people
are taken captive to Babylon. It is all lost,
their country, their customs, their language,
In the Psalm, there is a poignant picture of
the people s heartbreak over this
destruction of their home. The enemies who
had wrecked Jerusalem wanted the Jews to
sing Hebrew songs for them. How can we
sing the Lord s songs in a strange land, the
captive people say to themselves in their
grief. The Second Reading declares that
God is rich in mercy and great in love. So
wh doesn t God protect his people from
the heartbreak that his people had when
Jerusalem was destroyed? The answer to
the question lies in the Readings.
God does not want to destroy
people and God does not allow suffering
for the sake of hurting people either.
Instead, God is looking for a remedy, as
the First Reading implies. God is willing to
use desperate measures, even the heartbreak
of his people, to save them. And not only
that, but God is willing to use his own
suffering too. As the Gospel Reading says,
God gave his beloved Son to save the
world. Christ was betrayed by his disciples,
shamed in front of his family and friends,
mocked by his community, condemned by
the legal authorities, publicly flogged, and
put to death by crucifixion. Any one of
these things is enough for heartbreak, isn t
it? And so, in the incarnate Christ, God uses
his own great suffering as the final remedy
to bring people from death into life, when
all other remedies have been tried and
failed. Heartbreak by us, by Christ, is for
life not for death.
And here is what else we need to
see. Jerusalem was rebuilt and the Temple
was restored, as the First Reading explains.
Christ s death was followed b
his
resurrection. In each of these cases,
heartbreak was turned into joy. And so,
heartbreak is not the last word. Elsewhere
(Ps 37:3-4) the Psalmist sa s, put our
trust in the Lord,
and he will give ou
the desires of our heart. When the stor is
God s, heartbreak is not the end of the
stor . Jo in finding our heart s desire is.
Eleonore Stump

Aimer le monde autant que Dieu
l ai e
L enfant qui veut dire son amour à sa
maman pr pare un joli dessin qu il lui
offrira pour la fête des mères ; le fiancé
achète un bouquet de fleurs pour sa bienaimée ; le mari fid le n oublie pas de f ter
l anniversaire de son pouse.
Comment Dieu pourrait-il mieux nous
dire son amour qu en nous envo ant son
Fils unique pour devenir l un de n tres et
offrir sa vie pour notre salut ? Certes, il y a
des gens qui donnent leur vie pour sauver
un enfant qui se noie ou pour défendre leur
patrie en danger, mais dans le cas de Jésus
il s agit de sauver l humanit que Dieu a
cr e et qui s est rebell e contre lui. On ne
peut trouver d amour plus gratuit et plus
désintéressé.
Sommes-nous convaincus que Dieu
nous aime pour ce que nous sommes, non
pas pour nos mérites ? qu il nous sauve par
pure grâce et malgré nos lâchetés ? Si nous
cro ons qu un tel amour est possible, si
nous sommes capables notre tour d aimer
gratuitement, un tel exemple serait un
témoignage qui permettrait à bien des gens
de découvrir que nous avons trouvé Dieu.

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M.

ALL SUNDAY & FEAST DAY
MASSES WILL BE LIVE STREAMED
SUNDAY March 14th
9:00 am
For the People of the Parish
10:30 am Marie-Jos Delvaux
MONDAY March 15th
7:00 am
Manuel Henry - Needs
TUESDAY March 16th
7:00 am
Jean-Baptiste & Juliette Puts
WEDNESDAY March 17th
7:00 am
Cynthia Sheth
THURSDAY March 18th
7:00 am
Josie Mengue - Needs
FRIDAY March 19th
7:00 am
Ron Nunan

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK
Monique Antolin, Elizabeth Desta, Patty
Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, Odette
Etcheverry, Benjamin Haller, Lupita
Herrera, Cármen López, Patrick Maher,
Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Brook
Mesfin, Diana Munoz, Mary Jo Onopa,
Ron & Erik Ongstad, Robert Potter,
Roberta Renzi, Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod
and Cynthia Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis,
Peter Wang, and Rosie Zedamoi.

FROM OUR SCHOOL
Parishioners,
I hope that your Lent Season has been
prayerful and reflective.
This week, we moved back to full days of
instruction and started our third trimester
as a school. We have been so fortunate to
be able to support learners at home and at
school this academic year and are so
hopeful about the state of the pandemic.
We are currently accepting applications
for next year. If your or anyone you
know is interested in applying to NDV's
TK-8th grade school program,
please email: admissions@ndvsf.org.
God Bless,
Sarah Currier, Principal

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED
Alphonse Acheritogaray, Jacqueline
Archieri, Pete Arendt, Fr. George Baricar,
Anna L. Bernadicou, Kenfe-Michael BetheSelassie, Claire Casabonne, Denise
Carrade, Madeleine Constant, Jeannette
Cornu, Magdalena Cravotto, Yvonne
Delclaux, Mark Fischer, Jeannette Ganem,
Georges Handras, Barbara J. Higgins,
Charlene Haught Johnson, Nasif Khoury,
Paul Jae Wook Koo, Ekho Lim, Lynn
Leininger, Odette LePendu, Alejandro
Lopez Luna, Claudia Ponce Marquez,
Frances McFarland, William McKnight,
Askale Munga, Mary Orley, Christiane
Pelletier, Bernard Picard, Rolande E.
Pottier, Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts,
Stephen Rice, Mary Jo Stechschulte,
Dimitrios Tsokas.
REMEMBER OUR SICK AND
DECEASED:

Please note starting next week we will
automatically remove anyone who has been
on this list over a year unless we are notified
not to remove. Thank you for your
understanding.

Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories www. ndvsf.org

Palm Sunday March 28th Masses at 9 am,
10:30 am French, & 12:15 pm
Holy Thursday April 1st at 6:30 pm
Good Friday April 2nd Li g f he L d
Passion at 12 noon
Holy Saturday April 3rd Easter Vigil at 8 pm
Easter Sunday April 4th Masses at 9 am,
10:30 am French & 12:15 pm
Live Stream Masses/Liturgy
Palm Sunday 9 am & 10:30 am
Holy Thursday 6:30 pm
Good Friday Liturgy 12: noon
Easter Sunday 9 am & 10:30 am

Fourth Sunday of Lent
In his Gospel, St. John describes the common link in
oda
Sc ip e pa age : God infini e lo e fo
also a significant theme throughout the Bible. For God so
loved the world that he gave His only Son, so that everyone
who believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal
life (John 3:16). The Second Book of Chronicles describes
ho God, follo ing he I aeli e e ile o Bab lon d e o
grave sin, mercifully invites them home through an edict of
King C
of Pe ia. In S . Pa l Le e o he Ephe ian ,
he emind
of God lo e and mercy through Christ even
when we are dead in our transgressions. No sin is too great
that it cannot be forgiven by our Lord through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. If you have not been to
confession in a while, return with a contrite heart during
Lent for forgiveness that will rekindle your discipleship in
the Lord and give you peace.
COVID-19 Vaccination: Find Out if it s Your Turn:
Everyone in California will have an opportunity to get
vaccinated against COVID-19 at no cost. But the
vaccination supply is limited right now. The state is starting
with the groups who are at highest risk, such as people with
a high chance of exposure and people 65 and older. Also
ed ca o and e a an emplo ee . Find o if i
o
turn by visiting myturn.ca.gov and answering a few
e ion . I onl ake a fe min e . If o e eligible and
vaccine appointments are available through My Turn, you
can ched le one. If i no o
n e o appoin men
are not available, you can register to be notified when
o e eligible o
hen appoin men open p. If o e
near San Francisco, you may be able to schedule your
appointment today. Appointments are being added to My
Turn daily, and expanding statewide.

ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Masses have been
suspended twice. We have reopened our Masses with limitations. We
suggest that you consider making your donations on line. This will help
i h he need of o pa i h dail financial e pon ibili ie . O pa i h
offers Online Giving, a web-based electronic contribution application. We
are providing this service so that you have the option to manage your
contributions online. This service is safe and secure. And it is convenient
for you and for our parish staff. Sign up for Online Giving by visiting our
parish website at ndvsf.org and select the Online Giving link. Click on
Create New Account and follow directions to set up your account. Thank
you for your generosity.
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS.
2021 AAA Kicks Off: The 2021 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal, the "AAA,"
i nde a . Thi ea
heme, “For the needy will never be forgotten;
nor will the hope of the afflicted ever perish, speaks to the particularly
critical needs of so many at this time. The AAA provides the unique
opportunity for all parishes and parishioners in our Archdiocese to unite in
a common mission and provide this vital assistance. The past 11½ months
ha e been np eceden ed. We e all been impac ed b he hel e -in-place
mandate, by the virus itself, and/or by the economic shutdown. At the same
time, the past year has also reaffirmed our tremendous sense of family in
the Archdiocese. There have been countless examples of love, sacrifice,
and outreach - parishioners checking on neighbors, bringing groceries,
gathering in virtual communities of support, and in many other ways. Your
support of the Annual Appeal is particularly appreciated and valuable at
hi e cep ionall challenging ime. B e ponding o God call o
Stewardship and grace and participating in the AAA, you support parish
ministries and schools, clergy, youth and young adults, social ministries,
the greater Church, and our pastors and parishes in their financial and
human resources efforts, among others. You impact many lives through
your gift to the Annual Appeal. To donate to the Appeal, please visit our
On-Line Parish Platform at https://www.osvonlinegiving.com

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK
March 14, 2021 – March 21, 2021
Sunday

- 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23

Monday

- Is 65:17-21

Tuesday

- Ez 47:1-9, 12

- Eph 2:4-10

- Jn 3:14-21
- Jn 4:43-54
- Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday

- Is 49:8-15

- Jn 5:17-30

Thursday

- Ex 32:7-14

- Jn 5:31-47

Friday

- 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 - Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 - Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a

Saturday

- Jer 11:18-20

Sunday

- Jer 31:31-34

- Jn 7:40-53
- Heb 5:7-9

- Jn 12:20-33

