Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord – March 28, 2021
THE SMALL THINGS AND
THE GREAT KING
In the Gospel, Jesus is acclaimed
as King of Israel by a crowd of people as he
rides to Jerusalem on a donkey. It is a great
triumphal parade, a high point of local fame
and popular success for Jesus. But I want to
ask about the donkey. It is not Jesus’
donkey.
How
did
he
get
it?
The Gospel says Jesus sent his disciples to
a neighboring village to untie it and take it
away. But why would anyone let the
disciples of Jesus simply make off with
somebody else’s donkey? As far as that
goes, how did Jesus even know a donkey
was there in that village?
Here is one possible answer. The
Gospel says that Jesus was near Bethany
when he sent his disciples to get the
donkey. So maybe that donkey was in
Bethany. Bethany is the home of Martha
and Mary and Lazarus. Like the donkey,
which is a humble beast, Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus are small and ordinary people.
Nobody would acclaim them in great
parades. But they are nonetheless the
particular friends of Jesus. Maybe the
donkey belongs to them or to their friends.
Maybe Jesus knows exactly where that
donkey is because he has seen it when he
was visiting Mary and Martha and Lazarus.
Maybe the villagers are so ready to let the
disciples of Jesus take the donkey because
they know and trust Jesus.
On this way of reading the story,
with the people shouting and acclaiming
him King, Jesus rides into Jerusalem on the
small beast which comes from the village
of his particular friends, two ordinary
women and their equally ordinary brother.
And here’s the sequel. The crowd that
acclaims Jesus so greatly is next seen
shouting for his crucifixion. That is how
much fame and popular success are
worth. And here is what particular
friendship with the Lord is worth. When
Jesus ascends to God the Father, do you
know what place he chooses as the site for
his ascension? It is Bethany (Luke 24:50),
where his friends Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus live. And so, in his royal
procession, on that little donkey, our Lord
shows us what is truly worth caring about,
the small things, the particular things so
dear to us and to our great King.
Eleonore Stump

FRENCH CORNER
Il meurt pour le salut du monde
Aujourd hui, nous commençons la
grande semaine de la Passion de Jésus, la
Semaine Sainte. On y parle de souffrance
et de mort, on y voit le Christ au centre
du drame, comme un homme seul,
délaissé par ses disciples.
Le jour des Rameaux, il entre à
Jérusalem dans une atmosphère de fête,
acclamé par la foule. Quelques jours plus
tard, tout s évanouit quand Judas le trahit
et la populace se moque du condamné, de
celui dont récemment elle voulait faire un
roi . Il avait pourtant voulu servir ses
frères humains, guéri les lépreux afin
qu ils puissent revenir dans leur
communauté, rendu la vue aux aveugles
afin qu ils puissent voir comme tout le
monde, et voilà qu il se sent abandonné
même de son Père : « Mon Dieu,
pourquoi m as-tu abandonné ? ».
Quand il meurt, nous découvrons que
le chemin de la Croix devient le chemin
de la Vie car, par sa fidélité à son Père,
son pardon à ses bourreaux et le don total
de sa vie, Jésus nous associe toujours à sa
victoire sur le Mal et nous conduit au
salut dans la lumière de Pâques.
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M.

FROM OUR SCHOOL

ALL SUNDAY & FEAST DAY
MASSES WILL BE LIVE STREAMED
SUNDAY March 28th
9:00 am
Charlene Haught Johnson †
10:30 am Helene Collomb, Henri Bonson
And Maurice Bigue
12:15 pm For the People of the Parish
MONDAY March 29th
7:00 am
Jean-Baptiste & Juliette Puts
TUESDAY March 30th
7:00 am
Marie-José Delvaux
WEDNESDAY March 31st
7:00 am
Bill Loveless †
HOLY THURSDAY April 1st
6:30 pm
Gabriel& Luisita Prieto
GOOD FRIDAY April 2nd
12:00 pm Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion
HOLY SATURDAY April 3rd
8:00 pm
Charlene Haught Johnson

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK
Monique Antolin, Elizabeth Desta, Patty
Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, Odette
Etcheverry, Benjamin Haller, Lupita
Herrera, Cármen López, Patrick Maher,
Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Diana
Munoz, Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik
Ongstad, Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi,
Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia
Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang,
and Rosie Zedamoi.

Parishioners,
NDV is OPEN for full day instruction.
NDV is accepting applications for the
2021-22 school year.
Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a
Catholic Elementary & Middle
School,Transitional Kindergarten (TK)
through eighth grade. Our co-ed school
features
strong
academics
and
enrichment classes including art,
technology, and music, and daily
French instruction located in the heart
of downtown San Francisco. Please
contact the Director of Admissions by
email
admissions@ndvsf.org
to
schedule a tour.
God Bless,
Sarah Currier, Principal

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED
Alphonse Acheritogaray, Jacqueline Archieri,
Pete Arendt, Fr. George Baricar, Anna L.
Bernadicou, Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie,
Claire Casabonne, Denise Carrade, Madeleine
Constant, Jeannette Cornu, Magdalena
Cravotto, Yvonne Delclaux, Mark Fischer,
Jeannette Ganem, Georges Handras, Barbara
J. Higgins, Charlene Haught Johnson, Nasif
Khoury, Paul Jae Wook Koo, Ekho Lim,
Lynn Leininger, Odette LePendu, Alejandro
Lopez Luna, Claudia Ponce Marquez, Frances
McFarland, William McKnight, Brook Mesfin
, Askale Munga, Mary Orley, Christiane
Pelletier, Bernard Picard, Rolande E. Pottier,
Yolanda Prioto, Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice,
Mary Jo Stechschulte, Dimitrios Tsokas.

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND
DECEASED:

Please note starting next week we will
automatically remove anyone who has been
on this list over a year unless we are notified
not to remove. Thank you for your
understanding.

Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories www. ndvsf.org

Palm Sunday March 28th Masses at 9 am,
10:30 am French, & 12:15 pm
Holy Thursday April 1st at 6:30 pm
Good Friday April 2nd Li g f he L d
Passion at 12 noon
Holy Saturday April 3rd Easter Vigil at 8 pm
Easter Sunday April 4th Masses at 9 am,
10:30 am French & 12:15 pm
Live Stream Masses/Liturgy
Palm Sunday 9 am & 10:30 am
Holy Thursday 6:30 pm
Good Friday Liturgy 12: noon
Easter Sunday 9 am & 10:30 am

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD
T da , i S . Ma k processional Gospel passage, the
e a geli de c ibe Je
gl i
a d i m ha e
i
Je alem. Ch i
a el
a c l ig ifie ha He i a
different leader, not a Roman conqueror or king, but a
Messianic King. He is a humble, suffering servant Who, as
a ed i S . Ma k Pa i acc
, ill ac ifice Hi
life for all seeking eternal salvation. The prophet Isaiah
proclaims how the Lord God leads and strengthens all those
in difficult situations. St. Paul proclaims how Christ humbly
emptied Himself, becoming human and dying for our
salvation so God could exalt Him
that at the name of
Jes s e er knee sho ld bend
and e er ong e confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord! Do we, as faithful stewards,
ack
ledge G d
eme d
gif f Hi Son by opening
our hearts to a personal relationship with Him? Following
Palm Sunday Mass, prominently display your blessed palms
i
h me a a emi de h gh
he ea f Je
invitation to a life of peace and joy with Him.
COVID-19 Vaccination: F d O
f
Y
T :
Everyone in California will have an opportunity to get
vaccinated against COVID-19 at no cost. But the
vaccination supply is limited right now. The state is starting
with the groups who are at highest risk, such as people with
a high chance of exposure and people 65 and older. Also
ed ca
a d e a a em l ee . Fi d
if i
turn by visiting myturn.ca.gov and answering a few
e i .I
l ake a fe mi e . If
e eligible a d
vaccine appointments are available through My Turn, you
ca ched le e. If i
e
a i me
are not available, you can register to be notified when
e eligible
he a i me
e
. If
e
near San Francisco, you may be able to schedule your
appointment today. Appointments are being added to My
Turn daily, and expanding statewide.

EARTH DAY 2021: Earth Day, April 22, 2021, marks the 51st anniversary
of the first Earth Day, and the theme this year is Restore Our Earth, a
theme that is in perfect harmony with our Catholic faith. As a critical
leader in our Catholic Community, you provide the inspiration and hope to
your parishioners. COVID-19 has left the entire world reeling, and our
ability to restore our faith in God and our planet goes hand in hand. It is a
core value of all faith traditions but particularly the Catholic faith that we
are all stewards of our environment and that both caring for the health of
our communities and the responsibility to protect the most vulnerable is
part of our faith. I he
d f P e F a ci , Beca e all c ea e a e
connected, each must be cherished with love and respect, for all of us as
li i g c ea e a e de e de
e a he (La da Si 42). S
must the health of our planet. Earth Day 2021 comes at a crucial time, and
your important words to the faithful in your parishes will help us build our
spiritual well-being to reconnect with each other and the planet God gave
us.
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS.
2021 AAA Kicks Off: The 2021 Archdiocesan Annual Appeal, the "AAA,"
i
de a . Thi ea
heme, F
he eed
e e be f g e ;
he h e f he aff c ed e e e h, speaks to the particularly
critical needs of so many at this time. The AAA provides the unique
opportunity for all parishes and parishioners in our Archdiocese to unite in
a common mission and provide this vital assistance. The past 11½ months
ha e bee
ecede ed. We e all bee im ac ed b he hel e -in-place
mandate, by the virus itself, and/or by the economic shutdown. At the same
time, the past year has also reaffirmed our tremendous sense of family in
the Archdiocese. There have been countless examples of love, sacrifice,
and outreach - parishioners checking on neighbors, bringing groceries,
gathering in virtual communities of support, and in many other ways. Your
support of the Annual Appeal is particularly appreciated and valuable at
hi e ce i all challe gi g ime. B e
di g
G d call
Stewardship and grace and participating in the AAA, you support parish
ministries and schools, clergy, youth and young adults, social ministries,
the greater Church, and our pastors and parishes in their financial and
human resources efforts, among others. You impact many lives through
your gift to the Annual Appeal. To donate to the Appeal, please visit our
On-Line Parish Platform at https://www.osvonlinegiving.com

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK
March 28, 2021 – April 4, 2021
Sunday

- Mk 11:1-10

- Is 50:4-7

Monday

- Is 42:1-7

- Jn 12:1-11

Tuesday

- Is 49:1-6

- Jn 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday

- Is 50:4-9a

Thursday

- Ex 12:1-8, 11-14

Friday

- Is 52:13—53:12

Saturday

- Gn 1:1—2:2

Sunday

- Acts 10:34a, 37-43

- Is 55:1-11

- Phil 2:6-11

- Mk 14:1—15:47

- Mt 26:14-25
- 1 Cor 11:23-26
- Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9

- Gn 22:1-18

- Jn 13:1-15
- Jn 18:1—19:42

- Ex 14:15—15:1

- Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4

-Is 54:5-14

- Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28

- Col 3:1-4

- Jn 20:1-9

