


Fifth Sunday Of Easter – May 2, 2021 
 

 
BE FRUITFUL AND 

MULTIPLY 
 

The first command God gave to 
human beings was “be fruitful and multiply” 
(Gen.1:28). In the Gospel Reading, there is a 
kind of reiteration of this command. At any 
rate, the text describes the bad things that 
happen to people who are not fruitful. In 
Genesis, the fruitfulness has to do with 
reproduction. It comes from union between a 
man and a woman, and it multiplies God’s 
image in the production of children. The 
fruitfulness at issue in the Gospel comes from 
connection too, but connection with Christ. It 
comes when Christ is in you, and you are in 
him. 

This reciprocal being-in is a funny 
state of affairs, isn’t it? You can put a bowl in 
a box, or you can put a box in a bowl. But the 
box cannot be in the bowl when the bowl in in 
the box! Boxes and bowls cannot manage 
reciprocal being-in. But persons can, because 
of love. Love unites you and your beloved 
without either one of you losing your identity. 
The union of love is not a fusing; it is a 
mutual indwelling. In the Gospel Reading, 
Christ says that he always remains in his own. 
So, if you yield to Christ in love, you have 
what is needed for the mutual indwelling of 
love. You are your beloved’s, and he is yours. 
(Song of Songs 6:3) There is joy in this love, 
because Christ is so much with you that he is 
in you. There is peace, too, because there is 
rest for the heart in having your beloved with 
you. 

Your sins and the storms of life 
retain their power to afflict you. But you can 
more easily put up with things, even your own 
troublesome self, if your beloved is yours and 
you are his. In that mutual indwelling, then, 
there is love, joy, peace, patience, and 
longsuffering. But these very things are fruits 
of the Holy Spirit. When they grow in you, 
you are bearing fruit. Finally, consider: is 
there a more powerful witness than a life lived 
in love, joy, peace, patience, and long-
suffering? If you have the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit in you, you will multiply God’s image 
in others too. And so, by remaining in Christ, 
you are doing what will make you be fruitful 
and multiply. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

 
 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

La vigne du Seigneur 
 

      Les prophètes ont souvent comparé le 
peuple que Dieu s’était choisi à une vigne 
dont il prend grand soin et qui ne peut être 
féconde que si les Juifs étaient fidèles à 
l’Alliance avec le Seigneur. Quand ils 
s’éloignaient de Dieu, la vigne devait être 
arrachée car elle ne produisait pas du bon 
fruit. 
      Parlant à ses apôtres au cours du dernier 
repas, le Jeudi-Saint, Jésus dit maintenant : 
« Je suis la vraie vigne » signifiant qu’il est 
l’envoyé du Père et qu’il transmet à ses 
disciples, qu’il compare aux sarments, sa 
propre vie. Il est clair qu’en parlant ainsi 
Jésus se proclame le Fils de Dieu, comme il 
l’a déjà fait en se présentant comme le bon 
Pasteur. 
      Ainsi, avant de quitter ses disciples, 
Jésus partage avec eux ce qui fut l’essentiel 
de sa mission, car dans l’épreuve qui les 
attend, sa mort sur la croix, ils auront 
besoin de courage pour tenir ferme jusqu’au 
moment où leurs yeux s’ouvriront pour 
reconnaître le Ressuscité. Le Christ se 
présente à nous sous l’image de la vigne 
comme une source intarissable de vie pour 
que nous portions du fruit en restant fidèles 
malgré les épreuves qui peuvent nous 
frapper.       

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 
 

Parishioners, 
 

This weekend, we celebrated the First 
Communion of our 2nd grade students. 
We are overjoyed for them and admire 
the hard work, faith, and persistence they 
exhibited while preparing for this great 
sacrament through all of the challenges 
the pandemic presented. Please join me 
in praying for them as they continue their 
journey of faith in the Catholic Church. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

 
 

 
ALL SUNDAY & FEAST DAY 

MASSES WILL BE LIVE STREAMED 
 

EASTER SUNDAY May 2nd   
9:00 am      For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    Mertenesh & Belete Anniversaire 
12 :15 pm    Alejandro Lopez Luna † 
MONDAY May 3rd         
7:00 am     Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie † 
TUESDAY May 4th    
7:00 am     Pierre Massion † 
WEDNESDAY May 5th          
7:00 am      Bill Loveless † 
THURSDAY May 6th  
7:00 am     John Cochran † 
FRIDAY May 7th      
7:00 am     Michèle Le Masson †  
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Elizabeth Desta, Patty 
Espiritu, Zachary Espiritu, Odette Etcheverry, 
Balcha Haile Yesus, Benjamin Haller, Lupita 

Herrera,  Cármen López, Patrick Maher, 
Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Diana Munoz, 
Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik Ongstad, Robert 

Potter, Roberta Renzi, Juan Gil Sanchez, 
Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Josefina Tapia 
Solis, Peter Wang, and Rosie Zedamoi 

 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Alphonse Acheritogaray, Jacqueline Archieri, 
Pete Arendt, Fr. George Baricar, Anna L. 

Bernadicou, Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie, 
Claire Casabonne, Denise Carrade, Madeleine 

Constant, Jeannette Cornu, Magdalena 
Cravotto, Yvonne Delclaux, Mark Fischer, 

Jeannette Ganem, Georges Handras, Barbara 
J. Higgins, Charlene Haught Johnson, Nasif 
Khoury,  Paul Jae Wook Koo, Ekho Lim,  

Lynn Leininger, Odette LePendu, Alejandro 
Lopez Luna, Claudia Ponce Marquez, Pierre 

Massion, Frances McFarland, William 
McKnight, Brook Mesfin , Askale Munga, 
Mary Orley, Christiane Pelletier, Bernard 

Picard, Rolande E. Pottier, Yolanda Prioto, 
Juliette Puts, Stephen Rice, Mary Jo 

Stechschulte, Dimitrios Tsokas. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 

Our Second Graders from the 2019/2020 Academic Year  
received their First Communion last weekend. The 
sacrament was postponed because of COVID-19. This 
weekend the present Second Graders will celebrate their 
First Communion. With great joy, we extend our blessings 
to our children and their parents and loved ones. Let us pray 
for them: 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, bless the children coming forward to 

receive Holy Communion for the first time. 
May this day be the step toward a life-long love of the 

Eucharist. 
Give them a hunger for this sacred food so that they 

turn to you for comfort, guidance, and wisdom as they 
grow into full discipleship. 

Thank you for their innocence and goodness. 
May their hands, extended in anticipation of your body 

and blood, inspire all of us to cherish this sacred 
Sacrament.  Amen. 

 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Today, in the Gospel from St. John the Evangelist, Jesus 
professes, I am the vine, you are the branches. In this 
beautiful imagery, Jesus represents the vine that produces 
the gift of life and salvation for His beloved disciples, the 
branches. In his First Letter, St. John urges us to follow 
Christ’s directives and live in Him by loving one another. In 
the Acts of the Apostles, St. Paul shows us that faithful 
disciples are not afraid to witness in the name of the Lord. 
Jesus invites us into a personal relationship with Him 
through the Eucharist. If we open our hearts to this 
invitation, our joy cannot be contained. In turn, we will 
spread this joy by proclaiming Jesus to those we encounter, 
planting seeds to bear “good fruit” for the Kingdom. Please 
remember to share your love of the Lord with those you 
meet. 
 

 
 

We are pleased to announce that the 8th grade class at Notre 
Dame des Victoires will be virtually performing the 
Mystery of Custodia, a musical theater.  The 8th graders are 
working through Covid-19 restrictions in an effort to create 
a joyful and entertaining mystery for the audience.  
The Premiere will take place Friday, May 14th at 7pm. The 
Saturday, May 15th showtime will also be at 7pm. The 
Sunday, May 16th matinee will be presented at 2pm.  For 
ticket purchases, please visit: https://ndvsf.square.site/.  We 
are also seeking "Angel Donations" to offset the production 
costs involved, which are related to the technical equipment, 
music, editing, programming and platform requirements. For 
more information check here on our website. 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Charities Sunday Second Collection  
Mother’s Day Weekend 

Catholic Charities Sunday on Mother’s Day is an annual opportunity for 
parishioners in the Archdiocese of San Francisco to personally invest in the 
lives of thousands of marginalized and vulnerable residents in 
San Francisco, San Mateo and Marin counties Over the past fourteen 
months Catholic Charities’ dedicated staff has been on the frontlines of the 
COVID-19 pandemic serving nearly 60,000 individuals – more than double 
the number normally assisted annually, including an increase in families 
experiencing homelessness and hunger, many for the first time. With 
diverse programs designed to help homeless families and individuals, 
children and youth, HIV/AIDS patients, low-income families, isolated 
seniors, adults with disabilities, and immigrants, Catholic Charities needs 
support now more than ever before. To donate, please visit our parish 
website: click on OnLine Giving and choose Catholic Charities CYO 
Appeal. Thank you for your support.  

 
VATICAN OBSERVATORY LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE: The Vatican 
Observatory, located outside Rome, was established by the Holy See for 
astronomical research and public outreach to advance the scientific 
understanding of our universe. It is one of the oldest active astronomical 
observatories in the world. Areas of impact are astronomy, technology, 
education, physics and planetary sciences, and culture and history. Visit 
their new website to learn more, see the latest news, and sign up for their 
magazine and newsletter. Links to social media accounts for the 
observatory are available from the website, as 
well. Website: www.vaticanobservatory.org 
Podcast: https://www.vaticanobservatory.org/podcast/Shop: https://www.v
aticanobservatory.org/shop/ 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
May 2, 2021 – May 9, 2021 

Sunday           - Acts 9:26-31                   - 1 Jn 3:18-24                      - Jn 15:1-8 

Monday          - 1 Cor 15:1-8                                                                Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday          - Acts 14:19-28                                                       - Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday     - Acts 15:1-6                                                                - Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday        - Acts 15:7-21                                                            - Jn 15:9-11 

Friday             - Acts 15:22-31                                                         - Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday         - Acts 16:1-10                                                          - Jn 15:18-21 

Sunday           - Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48       - 1 Jn 4:7-10         - Jn 15:9-17 
 
                   

 




