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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 24, 2021 
 

 
WHAT DO YOU WANT? 

 

In the Gospel Reading blind 
Bartimaeus will not stop yelling for Jesus to 
have pity on him, until Jesus finally calls 
for him. At this point the funny parts of the 
story start. Why doesn’t Jesus go over to 
Bartimaeus? Why wait for the blind man to 
find his way to Jesus? And when 
Bartimaeus does find his way to him, Jesus 
asks him what seems like the dumbest 
question: “What do you want me to do for 
you?” What on earth would anybody 
suppose Bartimaeus wants? He’s blind! 
And when Jesus heals him and Bartimaeus 
can see, Jesus says that Bartimaeus’s faith 
has saved him. But why? What does 
Bartimaeus’s receiving his sight have to do 
his being saved? 

Here we need to notice what 
Bartimaeus actually says to Jesus in answer 
to Jesus’ question to him. Bartimaeus does 
not say to Jesus, “I want my sight.” He 
says, “I want to see.” To want sight is to 
want a capacity which can be used for all 
kinds of purposes—raising sheep, making 
money. But to want to see is to want the 
connection with reality that the exercise of 
sight makes possible. Wanting to see is 
wanting to know the true nature of reality, 
hidden in one way from a person when he 
is blind. Once we see what Bartimaeus asks 
for, the funny parts of the story make more 
sense. When Jesus calls Bartimaeus to 
himself, he gives Bartimaeus a small period 
of time to consider what he really wants 
before Jesus asks him. Then the presence of 
the Lord and that question serve as a call to 
Bartimaeus to commit himself to just one 
heart’s-desire—and Bartimaeus finds it: I 
want to see. 

Seeing isn’t limited to seeing the 
blue of the sky or the road to home. It is 
also a matter of seeing the truth about 
things, or even of seeing the Truth 
himself. So, Jesus gives Bartimaeus all that 
he asks for. Bartimaeus sees not only the 
world around him but also his Lord. And in 
seeing Jesus, Bartimaeus accepts the Giver 
together with the gift of sight. Although 
Jesus gives Bartimaeus the option of going 
away, Bartimaeus stays by Jesus and 
follows him. Bartimaeus came to Jesus, and 
he saw the Lord, because seeing was what 
he really wanted. And that’s why Jesus tells 
him that his faith has saved him. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Jésus passe, que faisons-nous ? 
 

       L’automne avance, les jours se font 
plus courts, mais l’Eglise nous invite à 
chercher la lumière pour les fêtes des jours 
prochains. 
      Je ne parle pas des déguisements qui 
accompagnent Halloween : une fois 
remisées les hardes de sorcière ou de 
fantôme, chacun doit retrouver son identité 
et son rôle. Je pense à la Toussaint, quand 
nous célébrons ceux et celles qui ont été 
transformés par la sainteté de Dieu au cœur 
même de leur vie de tous les jours car ils 
ont vécu dans la lumière. Le lendemain, 2 
novembre, nous faisons mémoire des 
fidèles défunts qui attendent encore de 
participer à la lumière éternelle. 
      Enfin, sous le signe encore de la 
lumière, voici aujourd’hui, le récit de la 
rencontre d’un aveugle, Bartimée, et de 
Jésus en qui il reconnait le fils de David, 
c’est-à-dire le Messie. Exerçant son pouvoir 
de guérison, Jésus va du-delà de ses 
espérances et Bartimée deviendra l’un de 
ses disciples. 
      Saurions-nous reconnaître le Christ 
parmi les personnes que nous rencontrerons 
au cours des semaines qui viennent ? Il 
suffit d’être ouverts à la lumière intérieure, 
celle de l’Esprit de Dieu. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

 
 
ECOLE NOTRE DAME DES VICTOIRES 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a 
Roman Catholic parochial elementary 
school founded by the Marist Fathers in 
1924. It is located near the financial 
district of San Francisco. We embrace the 
values of the Marists and the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Orange and continue our 
tradition of teaching the French language 
and culture. As a faith-filled community, 
the faculty and staff of Notre Dame des 
Victoires are committed to nurturing our 
students spiritually, academically, 
socially, emotionally, and physically. We 
support a diverse group of learners who 
endeavor to develop an inclusive and 
compassionate world vision. 

 
 

SATURDAY October 23rd     
5:15 pm      John Chu † 
SUNDAY October 24th    
9:00 am      Criselda Lontok † 
10:30 am    People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Brian P. Burns † 
MONDAY October 25th  
7:00 am     Irene Aquino †, Emily Alcántara † 
                   And Anne Devine † 
TUESDAY October 26th     
7:00 am      Amelia & Emma Evangelista †  
WEDNESDAY October 27th            
7:00 am      Geoff Nightingale † 
THURSDAY October 28th        
7:00 am       Robert & Giuliana Mauberret † 
FRIDAY October 29th       
7:00 am       Sharon M. Haney - Needs 
SATURDAY October 30th   
5:15 pm       Harold Keohane † 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Felicitas Baricar, Nancy Bruno, Rizza 
Chua, Odette Etcheverry, Jennifer 
Fadelli, Maria Noella Felipe, Brett 

Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Sharon M. 
Haney, Reggio Hearn, Patrick Maher, 
Maria Manley, Diana Munoz, Ron & 
Erik Ongstad, Robert Potter, Juan Gil 
Sanchez, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter 
Wang, and Wondi del Sorro Asrate 

Gutiérrez. 
 

 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, 
Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie, 

Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline Foret, 
Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Alejandro Lopez Luna, 
Fernando Orantes, Claudia Ponce 
Marquez, Pierre Massion, Valerie 

Meehan, Brook Mesfin, Askale Munga, 
Marie Secail, and Nicole Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has 
been on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for 
your understanding. 
 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 

2021 BAL DE PARIS: Purchase your tickets now for this 
year's Bal de Paris - Nuit de Lumières - to be held on 
Saturday, November 6, at the Ecole Notre Dame des 
Victoires in San Francisco. Please go to www.ndvbal.com 
for more information. This major fundraiser supports the 
school and church in significant areas of operation.  Attire 
will be formal and white ensembles are strongly 
encouraged. Much thanks and appreciation goes to 
chairpersons Tina Phan and Heather Cassady for all of their 
work leading up the event. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Bal de Paris 2018 chairpersons at 
tinaphan09@gmail.com or heather@wishsocialevents.com 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION: We are pleased to 
announce that the Francophone community of NDV has 
initiated a Religious Education and Faith Formation 
program for the French youth of the parish. Ten young 
people are preparing for their First Holy Communion in 
May, 2022.  An additional four young people have begun 
the two-year process of preparation for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. They will be confirmed at the parish 
Confirmation liturgy in 2023.  We are so grateful to French-
speaking catechists Clemence Baudet and Caroline de 
Fontenay who meet with the children weekly.   

 
 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
In today’s Gospel, the evangelist St. Mark tells of Jesus’ 
healing of Bartimaeus when witnessing this blind beggar’s 
faith. He is then moved to discipleship in Christ and follows 
our Lord on the road. The prophet Jeremiah also narrates the 
journey and joy of God’s deliverance of the ancient 
Israelites from Babylonian captivity. In the Letter to the 
Hebrews, the inspired author instructs how God calls men to 
the priesthood. In our quest for discipleship that begins at 
our Baptism, do we have the faith and courage to answer 
God’s invitation to our life’s vocation? Are we praying for 
solid families — the “Domestic Church” — that will be the 
seedbeds for vocations to the priesthood, religious life, 
permanent diaconate, and lay ministries? 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2022 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 
SATURDAY VIGIL 5:15 p.m. MASS: We have resumed the Saturday Vigil 
Mass. You are invited to attend on weekends this Mass. If you would like a 
Mass Intention for the Saturday Vigil Mass, please contact our parish secretary, 
Mertenesh at 415 397-0113 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
October 24, 2021 – October 31, 2021 

Sunday            - Jer 31:7-9                    - Heb 5:1-6                         Mk 10:46-52 

Monday          - Rom 8:12-17                                                          - Lk 13:10-17 

Tuesday          - Rom 8:18-25                                                         - Lk 13:18-21  

Wednesday     - Rom 8:26-30                                                         - Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday        - Eph 2: 19-22                                                           - Lk 6:12-16 

Friday             - Rom 9:1-5                                                                 - Lk 14:1-6 

Saturday         - Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29                                 - Lk 14:1, 7-11       

Sunday            - Dt 6:2-6                     - Heb 7:23-28                     Mk 12:28b-34 
                 

   
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations online. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 




