Fr. Joseph J. McLaughlin, S.M.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 19, 2021
TRYING TO BE FIRST

FRENCH CORNER

In the Gospel Reading, Jesus
rebukes his disciples for arguing about who
among them was first and greatest. But how
do we suppose their argument went? There
are two possibilities. First Possibility: Each
disciple as sa ing, I am the greatest!
while the others were sa ing, Oh no,
ou re not! I am! Second Possibility: Each
disciple was saying to one of the others,
You are the greatest among us! and that
person
as sa ing,
Oh no, I m
not. You are.
On the first possibility, each
disciple is trying to put himself ahead of all
the others. On the second possibility, each
disciple is trying to be small by putting
some other disciple ahead of himself. We
are naturally inclined to think that the right
possibility must be the first one. That is
because Jesus rebukes the disciples, and we
unreflecti el suppose that Jesus ouldn t
want to rebuke them if each one was trying
to be small. But notice that if we adopt the
first possibilit , then Jesus rebuke doesn t
make sense. On the first possibility, what is
wrong with the disciples is that each one is
trying to be first. And so, Jesus should
rebuke them for trying to be first.
But that is not what Jesus rebukes
the disciples for. On the contrary, Jesus
gives the disciples a short instruction
manual for how to get to be first. If you
want to be first, he tells them, you have to
be the servant of all. Would Jesus have
explained to them how to get to be first if
he thought that trying to be first was
wrong? So, the second possibility is the
right one. Each disciple was trying to be
small in order to seem humble. But there is
no true humility in trying to be small.
As the parable about the talents
(cf. Mt.25:24-28) shows, each person is
called to strive for greatness by accepting
the gifts God gives him and using them to
the full. True humility lies in understanding
that everything is gift; and everything is
meant to be given back, in service of others.
When each person strives for greatness in
this way, there is no competition. No one is
ahead of the others, no matter how much
greatness he achieves. Rather, all together
are one in the Lord, and he is Lord over all
(Rom. 9:5). This is the way in which being
the servant of all makes you first.
Eleonore Stump

Où est la vraie grandeur ?

Quand nous discutons avec des gens,
il nous arri e d en rencontrer qui ne nous
comprennent pas car disons-nous, ils ne
sont pas sur la « même longueur
d onde . C est ce qui arri e au
disciples de Jésus quand il leur parle de
souffrance, de croix, de mort : ils
parlaient entre eu de la place d honneur
qu ils occuperaient dans son Ro aume.
Mais au lieu de les rabrouer pour
rester si loin de ce qu il leur enseigne
depuis trois ans, Jésus cherche à les
éduquer en leur montrant que la vraie
grandeur consiste à se mettre au service
des autres, en particulier de ceux dont on
n a pas attendre grand chose en retour.
C est pourquoi il prend l e emple d un
enfant qui, à son époque, était sans
importance et même peu considéré.
Voilà pour nous une invitation à
changer la façon dont nous évaluons la
grandeur des personnes. Accueillir un
enfant ou quelqu un sans grande
importance, c est reconnaître Jésus pour
ce qu il est, m me si cela n appara t pas
nos eu , car c est la seule mani re de
devenir le premier et le plus grand aux
eu de Dieu. Le message de l E angile
n a pas fini de nous tonner et de
transformer notre regard sur les autres.

STURDAY September 18th
5:15 pm Jacques Barzaghi
SUNDAY September 19th
9:00 am
For the People of the Parish
10:30 am Pierre R cha d A
e
12:15 pm Jeremiah F. Hallisey - Needs
MONDAY September 20th
7:00 am
Manuel Henry Needs
TUESDAY September 21st
7:00 am
Gezahegne GebreWold
WEDNESDAY September 22nd
7:00 am Sophie Bambi Bila
THURSDAY September 23rd
7:00 am Abate Kunech
FRIDAY September 24th
7:00 am
Gladys R. Frontera - Needs
SATURDAY September 25th
5:15 pm John Kerbleski

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK
Monique Antolin, Nancy Bruno, Rizza
Chua, Elizabeth Desta, Patty Espiritu,
Zachary Espiritu, Odette Etcheverry, Brett
Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Reggio Hearn,
Lupita Herrera, Cármen López, Patrick
Maher, Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Diana
Munoz, Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik
Ongstad, Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi,
Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia
Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang,
Wondi del Sorro Asrate Gutiérrez, and
Rosie Zedamoi

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M.

FROM OUR SCHOOL
Parishioners,
I hope you had a lovely weekend and that
you were able to enjoy time with family
and friends. If you have not had the
chance, please check out our Instagram
page to view pictures of our latest school
events: @ndvschoolsf
Have a wonderful week!
God Bless,
Sarah Currier, Principal

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED
Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, Pete
Arendt, Fr. George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael
Bethe-Selassie, Madeleine Constant,
Jacqueline Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph
González, Georges Handras, Barbara J.
Higgins, Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae
Wook Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro Lopez
Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia Ponce
Marquez, Pierre Massion, William McKnight,
Valerie Meehan, Brook Mesfin , Askale
Munga, Christiane Pelletier, Rolande E.
Pottier, Marie Secail, Dimitrios Tsokas Nicole
Zambelli.

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND
DECEASED:
Please note starting next week we will
automatically remove anyone who has been
on this list over a year unless we are
notified not to remove. Thank you for your
understanding.

Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories www. ndvsf.org

2021 BAL DE PARIS: Purchase your tickets now for this
year's Bal de Paris - Nuit de Lumières - to be held on
Saturday, November 6, at the Ecole Notre Dame des
Victoires in San Francisco. Please go to www.ndvbal.com
for more information. This major fundraiser supports the
school and church in significant areas of operation. Attire
will be formal and white ensembles are strongly
encouraged. Much thanks and appreciation goes to
chairpersons Tina Phan and Heather Cassady for all of their
work leading up the event. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Bal de Paris 2018 chairpersons at
tinaphan09@gmail.com or heather@wishsocialevents.com

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS.

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK
September 19, 2021 – September 26, 2021

RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic
Faith? Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic?
Are you an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been
baptized but never received First Communion or
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church
for individuals to become Catholic and receive the
Sacraments of Initiation
Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with
Jesus and the Church he founded, this journey takes place
through distinct stages over a period of time suitable to
bring about a through catechesis, significant experience of
the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information,
please
contact:
Dr.
Carrie
Schroeder
at
schroeder@ndvsf.org

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
In toda s reading from the Book of Wisdom, the icked
plot the death of the just one . They wanted to see if God
ill take care of Him. This passage prefigures Christ s
suffering, mocking, and death, as Jesus tells His disciples in
St. Mark s Gospel. The Scripture readings from St. James
and St. Mark warn against false ambition and seeking rank
instead of looking to serve the Lord. These attitudes cause
di ision among Christ s follo ers. With humilit , Jesus
explains that true discipleship requires the first to be last
and servants of all. As Christian stewards, how is the Lord
asking us to serve Him? To answer this question, spend
some quiet time daily to open your heart and clear your
mind to listen to what the Lord asks of you.

Sunday

- Wis 2:12, 17-20

- Jas 3:16

4:3

Mk 9:30-37

Monday

- Ezr 1:1-6

Tuesday

- Eph 4:1-7, 11-13

Wednesday

- Ezr 9:5-9

- Lk 9:1-6

Thursday

- Hg 1:1-8

- Lk 9:7-9

Friday

- Hg 2:1-9

Saturday

- Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a

Sunday

- Nm 11:25-29

- Lk 8:16-18
- Mt 9:9-13

- Lk 9:18-22
- Lk 9:43b-45
- Jas 5:1-6

Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making
o r donations on line. This ill help ith the needs of o r parish s dail
financial responsibilities. Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity.

