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Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 5, 2021 
 

 
BEING ABLE TO HEAR 

 

In the Gospel Reading, Jesus does a 
miracle: a man who was deaf and impaired in 
speech becomes able to hear and to speak 
plainly. But the way in which Jesus performs 
the miracle seems undignified or even silly. 
Jesus puts his fingers in the man’s ears and his 
spit on the man’s tongue. Before the man’s 
ears are opened to hear, Jesus looks up to 
heaven, he groans, and he says, “Be opened!” 
What happened to the elegant kind of miracle 
where Jesus just says a word and a person is 
healed? Why this show, which looks 
embarrassing for Jesus? The answer lies in the 
question. What Jesus does is literally a silent 
show. It has to be. Jesus is trying to 
communicate with someone who can’t hear. 
In other cases, before Jesus does a miracle, 
Jesus talks to the person for whom the miracle 
will be done. In this case, he does charades. 

His charade begins by letting the 
deaf man know that Jesus is putting a part of 
himself into the deaf man—his fingers into 
the deaf man’s ears, his spit into the deaf 
man’s mouth. By this means, Jesus invites the 
deaf man to accept Jesus into himself—
literally. And then Jesus looks up to heaven to 
show the deaf man the source of Jesus’ power. 
It doesn’t come from some magic in Jesus’ 
fingers or spittle. It comes from God, whose 
power is in Jesus, who is in the deaf man, by 
means of this charade. Even the groaning and 
the speech of Jesus to the deaf man make 
sense if we think of them in this way. First, 
the deaf man sees Jesus open his mouth to 
make the inarticulate sound of groaning. This 
deaf man doesn’t speak, but even those made 
mute by deafness can groan. In groaning, 
Jesus joins the deaf man, who can see Jesus 
groaning even if he can’t hear him. 

And then the deaf man sees Jesus 
speaking an articulate word to him, to the man 
who cannot hear. In doing this, Jesus is 
inviting the deaf man to trust in Jesus, to 
choose to accept the miracle—to choose 
to hear the word that Jesus speaks to him. 
And so, Jesus humbles himself to share the 
limitations of this one deaf man. By 
undignified dumb show, the love of the Lord 
heals the deaf man’s soul as well as his ears. 
Let us be humble enough to hear the love of 
the Lord in this story. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

 
FRENCH CORNER 

 

Le sens du miracle 
 

      La foule s’émerveille quand Jésus 
guérit un sourd-muet mais ne saisit pas la 
signification religieuse de ce miracle : Jésus 
veut que leurs oreilles entendent son 
message d’amour et que leurs langues le 
répandent autour d’eux. 
      Ne sommes-nous pas comme ces Juifs 
de Galilée ? Nous avons de bonnes oreilles 
mais n’entendons pas toujours les appels de 
Dieu ou ceux des gens qui ont besoin de 
notre aide. Nous avons la langue bien déliée 
mais ne savons pas l’utiliser pour 
pardonner, pour dire une parole 
d’encouragement…. Au contraire, nous 
critiquons, prononçons des paroles peu 
évangéliques, nous jugeons autrui quand ce 
n’est pas pire….  
      Comme le sourd-muet, privé des 
moyens de communication les plus 
fondamentaux, est enfermé sur lui-même, 
nous nous renfermons souvent sur nous-
mêmes par égoïsme, par orgueil, refusant 
l’amour de Dieu, mais à la différence du 
sourd-muet, nous sommes responsables de 
notre état. Un miracle est toujours possible, 
il ne tient qu’à nous de nous tourner vers 
Dieu pour lui demander la grâce de nous 
rendre meilleurs et d’être de véritables 
disciples de notre maître, Jésus-Christ.  
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 
We are delighted to continue to be open for 
in-person learning. Despite the challenges 
of the pandemic, NDV continues to thrive. 
It is a true blessing to have all of our 
students at school and to know that the 
precautions we have in place allow for 
robust learning experiences. This week we 
are preparing to celebrate the Nativity of 
Mary on September 8th.  Students will be 
writing prayers, we are hosting door 
decorating contests, and much more! You 
will be able to view pictures on our 
Instagram page @ndvschoolsf 
 
Have a wonderful week and God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

 
 

SUNDAY September 5th  
9:00 am      For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    Pierre Massion † 
12:15 pm    Oscar Luis Prieto † 
MONDAY September 6th   
7:00 am      William S Caram † 
TUESDAY September 7th   
7:00 am      Manuel Henry - Needs  
WEDNESDAY September 8th         
7:00 am     Marianne Pebet † 
THURSDAY September 9th      
7:00 am     Sophie Bambi Bila † 
FRIDAY September 10th  
7:00 am      Brook Mesfin † 
SATURDAY September 11th  
5:15 pm      Charlene Haught Johnson † 
 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Monique Antolin, Nancy Bruno, Rizza 
Chua, Elizabeth Desta, Patty Espiritu, 

Zachary Espiritu, Odette Etcheverry, Brett 
Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Reggio Hearn, 
Lupita Herrera,  Cármen López, Patrick 

Maher, Maria Manley, Grant Melton, Diana 
Munoz, Mary Jo Onopa, Ron & Erik 

Ongstad, Robert Potter, Roberta Renzi, 
Juan Gil Sanchez, Vinod and Cynthia 

Sheth, Josefina Tapia Solis, Peter Wang, 
and Rosie Zedamoi 

 

 
 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, Pete 
Arendt, Fr. George Baricar, Kenfe-Michael 

Bethe-Selassie, Madeleine Constant, 
Jacqueline Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph 
González, Georges Handras, Barbara J. 

Higgins, Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul 
Jae Wook Koo, Odette LePendu, Alejandro 

Lopez Luna, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, William 

McKnight, Valerie Meehan, Brook Mesfin , 
Askale Munga, Christiane Pelletier, 
Rolande E. Pottier, Dimitrios Tsokas 

Nicole Zambelli. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 
2021 BAL DE PARIS:  Please save the date of Saturday, 
November 6, for this year's Bal de Paris – Nuit de Lumières 
- to be held at the Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires in San 
Francisco. Please go to www.ndvbal.com for more 
information. The planning committee has been working 
hard all summer to make this event a night to remember. 
This major fundraiser supports the school and church in 
significant areas of operation. Watch for students selling 
tickets after Mass or purchase online at www.ndvbal.com. 
Attire will be formal and white ensembles are strongly 
encouraged. Much thanks and appreciation goes to 
chairpersons Tina Phan and Heather Cassady for all of their 
work heading up the event. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Bal de Paris 2018 chairpersons at 
tinaphan09@gmail.com or heather@wishsocialevents.com. 

 
RCIA: Interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Faith? Have you been thinking about becoming Catholic? 
Are you an adult that's never been baptized? Have you been 
baptized but never received First Communion or 
Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process established for the universal Church 
for individuals to become Catholic and receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation— Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist. Centered on fostering a deep relationship with 
Jesus and the Church he founded, this journey takes place 
through distinct stages over a period of time suitable to 
bring about a through catechesis, significant experience of 
the parish community, and commitment to the liturgical and 
moral life of the Catholic faithful. For more information, 
please contact: Dr. Carrie Schroeder at 
schroeder@ndvsf.org 
 

 
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Scripture passage from the Prophet Isaiah prefigures 
the mighty works Christ will achieve, the most significant: 
His sacrifice on the Cross for our salvation. The Gospel 
evangelist St. Mark cites a powerful healing made by Jesus 
in pagan, Gentile territory. Together with the warning 
against discrimination in the Letter of St. James, this healing 
shows that God does not discriminate about who is welcome 
in the Christian community. Our Lord Jesus desires all to 
walk in His Truth and Light — to gain His eternal 
Kingdom. Welcoming parishes evangelize through 
stewardship with greeters serving as Ministers of 
Hospitality. Please contact Dr. Carrie Schroeder at 
schroeder@ndvsf.org  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2020 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 5, 2021 – September 12, 2021 

Sunday            - Is 35:4-7a                          - Jas 2:1-5                      MK 7:31-37 

Monday          - Col 1:24—2:3                                                            - Lk 6:6-11 

Tuesday          - Col 2:6-15                                                               - Lk 6:12-19  

Wednesday     - Mi 5:1-4a                                                       - Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 

Thursday        - Col 3:12-17                                                            - LK 6:27-38 

Friday             - 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14                                                  - Lk 6:39-42 

Saturday         - 1 Tm 1:15-17                                                         - Lk 6:43-49 

Sunday            - Is 50:4c-9a                      - Jas 2:14-18                    MK 8:27-35 
                   

 
 
ON-LINE GIVING: During the COVID-19, our Sunday Collection have 
been impacted and are much lower. We suggest that you consider making 
your donations on line. This will help with the needs of our parish’s daily 
financial responsibilities.   Our parish offers Online Giving, a web-based 
electronic contribution application. We are providing this service so that 
you have the option to manage your contributions online. This service is 
safe and secure. And it is convenient for you and for our parish staff. Sign 
up for Online Giving by visiting our parish website at ndvsf.org and select 
the Online Giving link. Click on Create New Account and follow 
directions to set up your account. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 
 




