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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 6, 2022 
 

 
LIFE AFTER DEATH 

 

In the First Reading, Isaiah dates a 
religious vision not by a day but by a death: 
“ … in the year that King Uzziah died.”  
There are some things so painful for a 
person that events in his life can be dated 
by them: “in the year my wife died”; “in the 
year we lost our mom”; “in the year the 
hurricane devastated the town.” An 
affliction of this sort divides a whole life 
into before and after: there is the life you 
had before your wife died, and then there is 
the life you have afterwards, after the death 
of your wife and the death of everything 
that made up your life together. 

Sometimes in unbearable grief 
such as that stemming from the death of 
someone so loved, a person doesn’t know 
how to stand under his sorrow. A 
heartbroken person has lost something 
central to him; and a person can fall apart 
when the center doesn’t hold. In those 
circumstances, a grieved and suffering 
person can want to die then too; he can 
want to come to the Lord too. When King 
Uzziah died, Isaiah came before the Lord 
too, but only in a vision, where the 
doorposts shook, and the house filled up 
with smoke. The problem is that you can’t 
really come to the Lord before your time on 
earth is over and falling apart under grief 
gets you only an increase of sorrow. Isaiah 
responded to that vision of the Lord by 
saying “Woe is me! I am doomed!” 

This is not the end of the story for 
Isaiah, though. An angel seared Isaiah’s 
mouth with a burning coal. And then Isaiah 
opened his mouth and offered to serve the 
Lord. When God asked, “whom shall I 
send?” Isaiah said, “Here I am. Send me.” 
All his most important service for the Lord 
came after the death that dates his vision 
and that changed his life. When Isaiah 
himself finally died and came to the Lord, 
three kings later, he had become the 
foremost prophet of Israel. Because in the 
end he didn’t fall apart but lived after King 
Uzziah’s death, he produced the great 
prophecies of the Messiah that even now 
give the whole world hope. 

If you can stand under your 
sorrow, rather than falling apart, then 
through the searing grief can come a new 
life, a good life that was unimaginable to 
you before. If you can stand and live into 
the period of your life after the destruction 
of your heart’s desire, then God’s grace can 
bring life out of death for you. 

Eleonore Stump 
 
 

 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Savoir faire confiance à Dieu 
 

       Les lectures de ce dimanche nous 
présentent trois personnes que Dieu a 
appelées à son service alors qu’elles se 
jugent indignes : Isaïe se considère 
impur, Paul se traite d’avorton, Pierre 
avoue qu’il n'est qu’un pécheur. 
      On est loin de notre époque qui 
s’efforce de mettre l’accent sur les 
qualités personnelles et laisse entendre, à 
force de séminaires et de consultants, que 
chacun porte en soi les gènes du succès 
permanent et total. Il est vrai que, 
confrontés aux complexités du monde 
réel, on mesure rapidement ses limites et 
on comprend qu’il faut reprendre contact 
avec une source d’inspiration différente, 
au-delà de notre petit monde limité. 
      La Bible nous offre ces exemples où 
l’intervention de Dieu change totalement 
celui qui accepte de l’écouter : c’est 
Abraham qui devient l’ancêtre de tous les 
croyants en s’installant en Canaan ; c’est 
le petit berger David qui deviendra roi de 
Jérusalem ; c’est Simon acceptant, après 
une nuit infructueuse, de jeter les filets et 
recevra le nom de Pierre et le titre de 
Chef des apôtres. Rappelons-nous que 
c’est Dieu qui agit à travers nous quand 
nous lui faisons confiance et acceptons la 
mission qu’il nous confie : porter la 
Bonne Nouvelle. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you are having a wonderful week! 
This week, we celebrated Catholic 
schools week. Sunday we celebrated our 
Parish with a mass that was planned by 
8th grade and Kindergarten, Monday we 
celebrated our call to service, Tuesday we 
celebrated students, Wednesday we 
celebrated vocations, Thursday we 
celebrated faculty and staff, and Friday 
we celebrated family and friends. We feel 
blessed to have such a wonderful 
Catholic school community and we are 
grateful for your prayers and support. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY February 5th  
5:15 pm       Rogie Costello † 
SUNDAY February 6th    
9:00 am      Antony Le Van Thanh  
10:30 am   Jean Joseph Marie Laurendeau † 
12:15 pm    People of the Parish 
MONDAY February 7th   
7:00 am      Sr. Christina Gannon, S.M. † 
TUESDAY February 8th  
7:00 am      Lydia Lunch - Needs 
WEDNESDAY February 9th         
7:00 am       Sr. Christina Gannon, S.M. † 
THURSDAY February 10th             
7:00 am       Fatalities of Gun Violence † 
FRIDAY February 11th     
7:00 am       Brook Mesfin † 
SATURDAY February 12th   
5:15 pm       Nula Grogan Baerman † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Felicitas Baricar, Nancy Bruno, Yazmine 
Duarte, Odette Etcheverry, Jennifer 
Fadelli, Maria Noella Felipe, Brett 

Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Sharon M. 
Haney, Reggio Hearn, Patrick Maher, 

Elizabeth Malana, Maria Manley, Diana 
Munoz, Ron & Erik Ongstad, Robert 

Potter, Juan Gil Sanchez, Josefina Tapia 
Solis, Peter Wang, and Wondi del Sorro 

Asrate Gutiérrez. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, 
Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie, 

Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline Foret, 
Mark Fischer, Ralph González, Charlene 

Haught Johnson, Paul Jae Wook Koo, 
Alejandro Lopez Luna, William 

McKnight, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, Valerie 
Meehan, Brook Mesfin, Askale Munga, 

Marie Secail, and Nicole Zambelli. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has 
been on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 
As I have discussed with you in my 2 recent Flock Notes, 
The Holy Father has convened a Synod and has asked the 
People of God to participate in the synodal process. The 
objective of this Synodal Process is not to provide a 
temporary or one-time experience of synodality, but rather 
to provide an opportunity for the entire People of God to 
discern together how to move forward on the path towards 
being a more synodal Church in the long-term. Pope Francis 
characterizes the two interrelated goals of this process of 
listening: “to listen to God, so that with him we may hear 
the cry of his people; to listen to his people until we are in 
harmony with the will to which God calls us.” 
     Hence, we are all called to participate in this historic 
synodal process. One way you can participate is by taking 
the SURVEY. The Survey is now open. Below is the link to 
take the survey. This link is specifically set up for Notre 
Dame des Victoires Church community. Parishioners and 
friends, please fill out the survey through our parish link so 
the data can accurately reflect the feedback from NDV. We 
will also make available hardcopy surveys. The survey will 
be available through February 15, 2022. Thank you for your 
participation and may your response be a blessing for the 
international Catholic Community guided by the Holy Spirit 
Go here to access NDV Survey Link:  

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/kxtd9k 
 
A MOTHER’S LOVE & LOSS, 4-day, 3-night retreat. 
Allow your grief to meet grace as you enter this gentle and 
healing retreat hosted by Sacred Sorrows. Reserved for 
grieving mothers who have lost a son or daughter, 
regardless of the length of time that has passed. Register 
at www.sacredsorrows.org or call 480-734-5416. Retreat 
held in Los Altos, CA on the beautiful grounds of the Jesuit 
Retreat Center, March 10-13, 2022. Women of all faith 
traditions welcome. 
 

 
 
Rolling admissions season IS HERE! We are accepting 
applications for students in ALL GRADES for the 2022-23 
school year! If you are interested for the 2022-2023 school 
year, please register for a tour at 415.421.0069 or go to the 
school website at ndvsf.org [click visit school]. 
 
“The theme for this year’s Archdiocesan Annual Appeal is  
‘For the needy will never be forgotten, nor will the hope of 
the afflicted ever fade.’ (Psalm 9:19). Our mission as a 
Church and as people of the Catholic faith continues, and 
the needs are ongoing, so I ask you to participate in this 
year’s Annual Appeal. Your contribution is a tangible 
expression of your commitment to bring Christ to others.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2023 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

 
 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Our readings today remind us of the great privilege we have in calling 
ourselves both children and disciples of the Most High God. The First 
Reading from Isaiah describes a vision of the prophet in which angels 
surround the Lord proclaiming, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts!  
All the earth is filled with his glory!”  Our God invites us to such deep 
intimacy and friendship with Him that sometimes we can forget just how 
majestic and unspeakably holy He truly is. In the Gospel passage, from 
Luke, Jesus instructs Simon to lower his nets for a catch despite an 
unsuccessful night of fishing.  Peter is skeptical but obeys and is amazed at 
the catch of fish that he makes.  He kneels down before Jesus in 
astonishment. This sense of awe and reverence before God should motivate 
us to deepen our stewardship way of life.  As we contemplate the holiness 
of God, we come to a heightened awareness of what a privilege it is that He 
has chosen to include us in His work of spreading the Gospel to others 
through the grateful sharing of the gifts He has given us. Aware of this 
privilege, we will then make the words of Isaiah our own: “Here I am Lord, 
send me!” 
 
MARRIAGE RETREAT: Give yourself a 3-day retreat and learn more 
about Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long I).  It helps couples 
through difficult times in their marriages.  It is designed to provide the 
tools, concepts, and values to help get your marriage back on track.  You 
are not alone.  For confidential information or to register for the February 
2022 program contact Retrouvaille at SF@retroCA.com 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
February 6, 2022 – February 13, 2022 

Sunday           - Is 6:1-2a, 3-8                 - 1 Cor 15:1-11                    - Lk 5:1-11 

Monday          - 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13                                                   - Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday          - 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30                                               - Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday     - 1 Kgs 10:1-10                                                        - Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday        - 1 Kgs 11:4-13                                                        - Mk 7:24-30 

Friday             - 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19                                           - Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday         - 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34                                        - Mk 8:1-10 

Sunday            - Jer 17:5-8            - 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20             - Lk 6:17, 20-26 
                                      

 
 
 

 




