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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 30, 2022 
 

 
TRULY SOMETHING 

 

The Second Reading explains that a 
lot of people who look as if they are truly 
something are really nothing. We are 
accustomed to a disconnection between 
appearance and reality when it comes to the 
greatness of people. We know that someone 
can be very rich and yet be a complete fool. 
Someone can be very famous—a great 
scientist or a great beauty in the movies—and 
be a pathetic human being. Someone can be 
very powerful, in a company or in a nation, 
and still be a totally rotten person. So, we 
know that you can have riches, or fame, or 
power, and yet be a thorough-going loser. 

What we are less accustomed to 
thinking about is the disconnection between 
the appearance of greatness and the reality 
when it comes to spiritual things. And that is 
what the Second Reading calls to our 
attention. Someone can be rich in religious 
experiences, prophesying or speaking in 
tongues, and yet just be a self-aggrandizing 
jerk. Someone can be famous for self-
sacrificial care of the poor, and still be only a 
pathetically swollen ego of a person. Someone 
can have the power even to do miracles—
healing the sick or moving mountains—and 
nonetheless be rotten to the core with 
arrogance and pride. You might look as if you 
were truly something, as far as your spiritual 
life goes. You might have spiritual riches, 
fame, or power. And yet you could still be just 
nothing, as the Second Reading says. 

But if even being the powerful 
Donald Trump, the famous Kim Kardashian, 
or the brilliant Nazi physicist Wernher von 
Braun isn’t enough to make a person great, if 
even those who speak in tongues or care for 
the poor or heal the sick can be nothing, then 
what on earth does it take for a person to be 
truly something? The Second Reading 
 explains it: it takes love. No human person 
can be anything unless he is in the image of 
his Creator. But God is a consuming fire of 
love. And so, without love, no matter what 
other kind of apparent greatness you may 
have, in reality you are nothing. You are only 
something if, like God, you are on fire with 
love. True love is not a warm feeling of 
affection that tries to please everybody and 
never rock the boat. Rather, it is like God’s 
love: willing to get killed in order to bring 
true good to those it loves. And, like God’s 
love, it embraces everybody. That kind of 
love is truly something! And we are nothing 
unless we have it. 

Eleonore Stump 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Le prophète n’est pas accueilli par les 
siens 

 

       C’est après sa première intervention 
dans la synagogue de Nazareth que Jésus 
est chassé hors de la ville et presque mis 
à mort, déclarant que « jamais un 
prophète n’est bien accueilli dans son 
pays ». 
      Au sens biblique, le prophète 
transmet les messages de Dieu, rappelle 
ses exigences, invite les gens à tirer les 
conséquences de leurs actes. C’est dire 
que son rôle n’est pas facile car les gens 
n’aiment pas qu’on les remette en 
question, même si on est le porte-parole 
du Très-Haut. 
      Quand Jésus évoque l’amour de Dieu 
pour les siens et rappelle l’Alliance avec 
le peuple élu, on accepte la Bonne 
Nouvelle, mais quand il leur reproche 
leur orgueil et leur hypocrisie, leurs 
préjugés et leur manque d’amour pour le 
prochain, ils veulent se débarrasser de lui. 
Aujourd’hui Dieu continue d’envoyer des 
témoins dont le message n’est pas bien 
reçu car il s’oppose à nos mentalités : être 
contre la guerre, défendre la vie de la 
conception à la mort, aider les pays sous-
développés, bannir le racisme… Savons-
nous bien accueillir ces messages et agir 
en conséquence ? Jésus attend notre 
réponse. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had a blessed Christmas 
Season! At Ecole Notre Dame des 
Victoires, we are happy to be back 
together after the Christmas break and are 
looking forward to Catholic Schools 
Week, which we will be celebrating from 
January 30, 2022- February 4, 2022. On 
Sunday, January 30, 2022 our 8th grade 
class will sponsor the 9:00AM mass as a 
way to begin the week's celebrations and 
we hope you will join us either in person 
or in prayer. 
 

Thank you and God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

 
 

SATURDAY January 29th  
5:15 pm     Fasil Tegene - Needs 
SUNDAY January 30th   
9:00 am      Anthony Le Van Thanh † 
10:30 am    People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Dominic Châu Ngyên † 
MONDAY January 31st  
7:00 am     Antonette & Peter Pilotti- Needs 
TUESDAY February 1st   
7:00 am     Selomen Eshete - Needs 
WEDNESDAY February 2nd          
7:00 am       Sr. Christina Gannon, S.M. † 
THURSDAY February 3rd              
7:00 am       Children with Cancer 
FRIDAY February 4th      
7:00 am       Pierre Massion † 
SATURDAY February 5th  
5:15 pm       Rogie Costello † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Felicitas Baricar, Nancy Bruno, Yazmine 
Duarte, Odette Etcheverry, Jennifer 
Fadelli, Maria Noella Felipe, Brett 

Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Sharon M. 
Haney, Reggio Hearn, Patrick Maher, 

Elizabeth Malana, Maria Manley, Diana 
Munoz, Ron & Erik Ongstad, Robert 

Potter, Juan Gil Sanchez, Josefina Tapia 
Solis, Peter Wang, and Wondi del Sorro 

Asrate Gutiérrez. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, 
Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie, 

Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline Foret, 
Mark Fischer, Ralph González, Charlene 

Haught Johnson, Paul Jae Wook Koo, 
Alejandro Lopez Luna, William 

McKnight, Fernando Orantes, Claudia 
Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, Valerie 
Meehan, Brook Mesfin, Askale Munga, 

Marie Secail, and Nicole Zambelli. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has 
been on this list over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 
As I have discussed with you in my 2 recent Flock Notes, 
The Holy Father has convened a Synod and has asked the 
People of God to participate in the synodal process. The 
objective of this Synodal Process is not to provide a 
temporary or one-time experience of synodality, but rather 
to provide an opportunity for the entire People of God to 
discern together how to move forward on the path towards 
being a more synodal Church in the long-term. Pope Francis 
characterizes the two interrelated goals of this process of 
listening: “to listen to God, so that with him we may hear 
the cry of his people; to listen to his people until we are in 
harmony with the will to which God calls us.” 
     Hence, we are all called to participate in this historic 
synodal process. One way you can participate is by taking 
the SURVEY. The Survey is now open. Below is the link to 
take the survey. This link is specifically set up for Notre 
Dame des Victoires Church community. Parishioners and 
friends, please fill out the survey through our parish link so 
the data can accurately reflect the feedback from NDV. We 
will also make available hardcopy surveys. The survey will 
be available through February 15, 2022. Thank you for your 
participation and may your response be a blessing for the 
international Catholic Community guided by the Holy Spirit 
Go here to access NDV Survey Link:  

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/kxtd9k 
 
A MOTHER’S LOVE & LOSS, 4-day, 3-night retreat. 
Allow your grief to meet grace as you enter this gentle and 
healing retreat hosted by Sacred Sorrows. Reserved for 
grieving mothers who have lost a son or daughter, 
regardless of the length of time that has passed. Register 
at www.sacredsorrows.org or call 480-734-5416. Retreat 
held in Los Altos, CA on the beautiful grounds of the Jesuit 
Retreat Center, March 10-13, 2022. Women of all faith 
traditions welcome. 
 

 
 
Rolling admissions season IS HERE! We are accepting 
applications for students in ALL GRADES for the 2022-23 
school year! If you are interested for the 2022-2023 school 
year, please register for a tour at 415.421.0069 or go to the 
school website at ndvsf.org [click visit school]. 
 
“The theme for this year’s Archdiocesan Annual Appeal is  
‘For the needy will never be forgotten, nor will the hope of 
the afflicted ever fade.’ (Psalm 9:19). Our mission as a 
Church and as people of the Catholic faith continues, and 
the needs are ongoing, so I ask you to participate in this 
year’s Annual Appeal. Your contribution is a tangible 
expression of your commitment to bring Christ to others.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2023 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

 
 
How do I know if the Time, Talent and Treasure I offer God in grateful 
return is “enough?” What is the measure? St. Paul tells us in the Second 
Reading today — the “measure” is the love that we put into each of these 
aspects of our lives. “If I have all faith so as to move mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. If I give away everything I own and hand my body 
over so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing.” God is not 
after a particular number. What He wants us to give over to Him is our 
very selves. Real love is not a sentiment. Real love is manifested in living a 
virtuous life. We read later in St. Paul’s letter that real love takes strength: 
it is patient, kind, humble, other-centered, truth-seeking, and long-
suffering. Love is the heroic giving of oneself even when it is 
uncomfortable; especially then. Love looks like Jesus. It lives like Jesus. 
Sometimes, living like Jesus is difficult. We see this in the Gospel Reading 
today where we find Jesus in action, preaching in the synagogue in His 
hometown. He speaks truth to the people He loves, the ones He grew up 
with and shared His early days with. How do they respond? They are filled 
with fury and run Him out of town, intent on throwing Him from a cliff! 
Yet Jesus is undeterred. He passes right through them and presses forward 
with the mission His Father has entrusted to Him. We are called to live 
with this same strength and determination, fueled by the power of love and 
by gratitude for all God has given us. 
 
MARRIAGE RETREAT: Give yourself a 3-day retreat and learn more 
about Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long I).  It helps couples 
through difficult times in their marriages.  It is designed to provide the 
tools, concepts, and values to help get your marriage back on track.  You 
are not alone.  For confidential information or to register for the February 
2022 program contact Retrouvaille at SF@retroCA.com 

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
January 30, 2022 – February 6, 2022 

Sunday           - Jer 1:4-5, 17-19           - 1 Cor 12:31--13:13           - Lk 4:21-30 

Monday          - 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13                                     - Mk 5:1-20 

Tuesday          - 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3                   - Mk 5:21-43 

Wednesday     - Mal 3:1-4                     - Heb 2:14-18                    - Lk 2:22-40 

Thursday        - 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12                                                   - Mk 6:7-13 

Friday             - Sir 47:2-11                                                             - Mk 6:14-29 

Saturday         - 1 Kgs 3:4-13                                                          - Mk 6:30-34 

Sunday            - Is 6:1-2a, 3-8                 - 1 Cor 15:1-11                   - Lk 5:1-11 
                                                         

 
 
 

 




