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7:00 am Monday - Friday

Saturday Ma"
5:15 pm (Vigil)

Sunday Ma"es
9:00 am

10:30 am (French)
12:15 pm

Sacrament of
Reconciliation

Call the Rectory at (415) 397-0113
weekdays for an appointment

A Catholic Ministry of the Marist Priests & Brothers

PASTORAL TEAM
Pastor: Rev. Juan J. Gonzalez, S.M. 
Parochial Vicar: Rev. Joseph J. McLaughlin, S.M. 
Deacon: Dc. Daniel Kaatz
Director of Faith Formation: Dr. Carrie Schroeder

CHURCH OFFICE
566 Bush Street, San Francisco, CA 94109
Website: www.ndvsf.org
Phone: (415) 397-0113  Fax: (415) 397-3217
Email: ndveglise@ndvsf.org
Secretary: Mertenesh Asrat
Office Hours (Monday-Friday): 8:30 am - noon / 12:45 pm - 5:00 pm

SCHOOL (ECOLE NOTRE DAME DES VICTOIRES)
659 Pine Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Website: www.ndvsf.org
Principal: Mrs. Sarah Currier
Phone: (415) 421-0069  Fax: (415) 421-1440
Email: office@ndvsf.org

For information on the Sacraments of Marriage and Baptism,
please call the Rectory at (415) 397-0113 weekdays



The Ascension of the Lord ± May 29, 2022 
 

 
THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 

 
At the start of the story about the 

ascension, Christ and the apostles are in 
Jerusalem. After his final talk with them there, 
Christ is ready to ascend to the Father. In his 
ascension, he goes directly upwards towards 
heaven. One might suppose that there is 
something childish about the miracle that has him 
levitating into the sky. He has just vanished on 
other occasions during his resurrected life. Why 
does he now not simply vanish, in a dignified 
way, one might say, and this time not return? The 
question contains the answer within it. How 
would those who loved him know that this time he 
would not return? Why would those who loved 
him not still somehow suspect that around any 
corner he might still after all return again? And 
even if he said he would not return, it might still 
be possible for a loving and hopeful heart to 
expect him around any corner. Watching him 
ascend slowly into the sky does have a kind of 
finality about it. And so perhaps Christ protects 
those who love him from endlessly watching for 
him through this mode of leaving his resurrected 
earthly life. 

But there is also something important 
to notice in a little remarked bit of the story: 
Christ, who is in Jerusalem, walks with his 
apostles to the Mount of Olives, where Bethany is 
DQG� DVFHQGV� IURP� WKHUH�� &KULVW¶V� PRGH� RI�
ascension is straight upwards, and no place on 
earth is closer than another to the destination 
when the destination is straight upwards. So, there 
LV� VRPHWKLQJ� RGG� LQ� &KULVW¶V� Zalking some 
distance from Jerusalem in order to ascend from 
someplace outside Jerusalem. Why does Christ 
not simply ascend from where they all are already 
in Jerusalem? 

The answer is Bethany. Christ walks 
from Jerusalem to ascend from Bethany or 
someplace very near it. It is worth remembering, 
then, that Bethany is the home of Mary of 
Bethany. Is it reasonable to suppose that the 
resurrected Christ could walk into Bethany or its 
environs with at least eleven other men and not be 
noticed there? And is it plausible that, if he were 
noticed there, someone would not have alerted 
Mary of Bethany? Finally, it is worth adding that 
when the apostles walk back to Jerusalem after 
the ascension and settle down together there, the 
text says that there were women there with them. 
Would there be such a group of women that did 
not include the Mary who loved Christ so 
intensely? So, it is reasonable to conclude that one 
SDUW�RI�&KULVW¶V�ODVW�DFW�RQ�HDUWK�ZDV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�
that he consoled and took his leave of a woman in 
Bethany whose heart cleaved to him. 

Eleonore Stump 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Adieu Douloureux 
 

       Tout parent ayant des enfants adultes a 
entendu des mots similaires de la part de leurs 
enfants, non-dits peut-être néanmoins présents. 
Lorsque les jeunes quittent la maison pour aller 
à l'université ou pour commencer leur propre 
vie, ce qu'ils disent en réalité à leurs parents, 
c'est : « Papa et maman, il vaut mieux que je 
m'en aille. Vous serez triste maintenant, mais 
votre tristesse se transformera en joie. Si je n'y 
vais pas, je serai toujours ton petit garçon ou ta 
petite fille, mais je ne pourrai pas te donner ma 
vie d'adulte. Alors, s'il te plaît, ne t'accroche 
pas à l'enfant que tu as eu, ou tu ne pourras 
jamais recevoir mon âge adulte. Je dois m'en 
aller maintenant pour que notre amour puisse 
se fleurir. 
      Il en est de même pour le mystère de la 
mort. Par exemple : J'étais jeune quand, entre 
quatre mois, mes deux parents sont morts. Pour 
PHV� IUqUHV� HW� V°XUV� HW� PRL�� OD� GRXOHXU� pWDLW�
éclatante. Au départ, nous étions presque 
submergés par le sentiment d'être orphelins, 
abandonnés, de perdre un lien vital avec la vie. 
Mais le temps est un grand guérisseur. Au bout 
d'un moment, après plusieurs années, la 
froideur a disparu, et la mort de mes parents 
n'était plus une chose douloureuse. J'ai ressenti 
à nouveau leur présence, et maintenant comme 
un esprit chaleureux et nourricier qui était avec 
moi tout le temps. La froideur de la mort s'est 
transformée en chaleur. Ils étaient partis mais 
maintenant ils pouvaient me donner leur amour 
et leur bénédiction d'une manière qu'ils 
n'auraient jamais pu pleinement étant vivant. 
Leur départ a finalement créé une présence 
plus profonde et plus pure. 
      Cela fait partie du mystère de l'amour. 
Finalement, nous arrivons tous à un point où ce 
qui est le mieux pour tout le monde, c'est que 
nous partions pour que nous puissions donner 
notre esprit. 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

There are no words to describe the horrific 
school shooting that occurred this week. Please 
join the NDV Community in prayer as we 
mourn the tragic loss of life at Robb 
Elementary School in Uvalde, TX. Let us pray: 
May the souls of the faithfully departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SATURDAY May 28th  
5:15 pm       Daniel Algin � 
SUNDAY May 29th        
9:00 am     Debabe Asrat Family 
10:30 am   People of the Parish 
12:15 pm   Fasil Tegene - Health 
MONDAY May 30th  
7:00 am      Senedou Salvator  � 
TUESDAY May 31st   
7:00 am      For the conversion of Sinners 
WEDNESDAY June 1st           
7:00 am       Intentions of Pope Francis 
THURSDAY June 2nd            
7:00 am       NDV Teachers & Students 
FRIDAY June 3rd   
7:00 am       Unemployed 
SATURDAY June 4th   
5:15 pm       Wondifraw Asrat - Health 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Wondifraw Asrat, Nancy Bruno, 
Yazmine Duarte, Odette Etcheverry, 
Jennifer Fadelli, Maria Noella Felipe, 

Brett Fischer, Benjamin Haller, Sharon 
M. Haney, Reggio Hearn, Wondi D. S. 

Asrate Gutiérrez, Patrick Maher, 
Elizabeth Malana, Maria Manley, Diana 

Munoz, Ron & Erik Ongstad, Robert 
Potter, Martha A. Gutierrez Romero, 

Rosario Cecilia Samson, Juan Gil 
Sanchez, Fasil Tegene, Josefina Tapia 

Solis, and Peter Wang. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline Archieri, 
Kenfe-Michael Bethe-Selassie, Felicitas 
Baricar, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 

Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 
Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Alejandro Lopez Luna, 

William McKnight, Fernando Orantes, 
Claudia Ponce Marquez, Pierre Massion, 
Valerie Meehan, Askale Munga, Marie 

Secail, and Nicole Zambelli. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list over a year unless we are notified not 
to remove. Thank you for your understanding. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires ± Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 

 Come adore the Lord for one-half hour or more in 
Eucharistic Adoration. The Most Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed upon the altar at NDV each First Friday from 10:00 
am to 12 Noon. Adoration is a silent time for you to have 
some time alone with Jesus to recite your favorite prayers, 
read the bible, contemplate acts of faith, hope, charity, 
thanksgiving, or reparation, or do whatever type of prayerful 
devotion that suits you before our Lord. You can sit quietly 
and say nothing, just keeping Him company like you would 
with a dear friend. The next First Friday is June 3rd. There is 
a Signup Form on our parish website: Please go to ndvsf.org 
and on the top ribbon, click Adoration and choose a time slot. 
Benediction will follow the Adoration. May you receive 
many blessings during Adoration.  
 

 
 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
2Q� WKLV� )HDVW� RI� WKH� $VFHQVLRQ�� ZH� FHOHEUDWH� &KULVW¶V�
triumphant return to the Father after perfectly accomplishing 
His mission on earth. But we also can also view this Feast as 
a FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI� WKH� ³ODXQFK�GD\´�RI�RXU� FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�DV�
&KULVW¶V�GLVFLSOHV� 7RGD\¶V�*RVSHO�GUDZV�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�
clear instructions that Jesus gave His disciples (and to us) just 
EHIRUH� DVFHQGLQJ�WR� WKH�)DWKHU�� ³7KXV�LW� LV�ZULWWHQ� WKDW� WKH�
Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be 
preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things." Embracing 
a stewardship way of life, with its emphasis on the use of 
time, talent and treasure helps us to live in such a way that 
our very lives speak as a witness of the Good News of the 
Gospel. While we take time to reflect and renew our 
commitments in these three areas annually as a parish family, 
it is of great benefit to take some time individually 
throughout the year to take stock of the commitments we 
have made ² looking at both our strengths and our need for 
continued growth in each area. On this Feast of our "launch 
day," take somH�WLPH�WR�FHOHEUDWH�\RXU�YLFWRULHV�DV�&KULVW¶V�
disciples and renew your commitment to remain faithful to 
Him and the unique mission He has entrusted to you! 

 

 

 

 
 

BAY AREA HEALTH OFFICERS URGE PUBLIC TO TAKE 
PRECAUTIONS AS COVID LEVELS RISE 
HOW TO KEEP CONGREGATIONS SAFE 

� Congregations should continue to gather ± important for social, mental 
health, and spiritual wellbeing. 
� We are at a different stage as we manage COVID as part of our daily 
lives, and as cases ebb and flow. 
� We know how to keep each other safe and have many tools to do so 
now. 
� Congregations should keep in mind the demographics of their 
community ± may need extra precautions or adjustments for elderly or 
high-risk individuals. 
� Tools to support your congregations could include: 
� Encourage vaccinations and boosters 
� Continue to wear masks when indoors; provide masks if possible 
� Reinforce that people should stay home if sick or symptomatic 
� Provide testing resources 
� SFDPH continues to ensure equity in tools through vaccination, 
testing, and resources like the COVID Resource Center: 628-652-2700 
� Share messaging on Be COVID Ready: sf.gov/be-covid-ready 
 

 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A MASS for a specific intention, 
please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary 
Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2023 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. 
Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is 
$10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: 
MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
May 29, 2022 ± June 5, 2022 

Sunday           - Acts 1:1-11                     - Eph 1:17-23                 - Lk 24:46-53 

Monday          - Acts 19:1-8                                                             - Jn 16:29-33 

Tuesday          - Zep 3:14-18a                                                           - Lk 1:39-56 

Wednesday     - Acts 20:28-38                                                      - Jn 17:11b-19 

Thursday        - Acts 22:30; 23:6-11                                               - Jn 17:20-26 

Friday             - Acts 25: 13b-21                                                      - Jn 21:15-19 

Saturday         - Acts 28:16-20, 30-31                                             - Jn 21:20-25 

Sunday            - Acts 2:1-11           - 1 Cor  12:3b-7, 12-13            - Jn 20:19-23 
                                      

 
 
 

 




