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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time – September 11, 2022 
 

 
MERCY AND MORAL 

IDIOCY 
 

In the First Reading, the Israelites, 
who have just been freed from slavery in 
Egypt by spectacular miracles that God did 
for them, those same Israelites have made 
molten metal into the statue of a calf and 
declared that the calf is their God who brought 
them out of Egypt. God is very angry at the 
people in a consequence. These people are 
hopeless, God says to Moses; I ought to 
destroy them and make a new Israelite people 
out of you, Moses. But God means to be 
merciful to the Israelites, and he is inviting 
Moses to be merciful by first showing Moses 
the evil of the people. If you don’t see the evil 
in what others are doing, you aren’t merciful. 
You are just a moral idiot. 

In response to God’s anger at the 
Israelites, Moses is merciful; and he wants 
God to be merciful too. And so, the reply of 
Moses to God’s anger teaches us something 
about mercy. Moses does not try to see what 
the Israelites are doing as not so bad, as 
somehow acceptable, or excusable. If he did, 
then Moses really would be a moral idiot. But 
he doesn’t. Rather, Moses entreats God to be 
merciful by reminding God of the past history 
of the Israelites. Don’t you remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses asks God? 
They were your servants and so pleasing to 
you! For the sake of what the Israelite people 
were in the past, have mercy on them now! 

The Second Reading is about mercy 
too. Paul explains that he once was a 
persecutor of God’s people. He doesn’t gloss 
over his own evil then or make himself a 
moral idiot, any more than Moses did. But 
Paul says that he obtained mercy from God 
anyway because God could see the man that 
Paul could become. For the sake of the man 
Paul could be in the future, God had mercy on 
him. Here is one moral of the readings then. 
You must not be a moral idiot. When you look 
at the conduct of your father, or your friend, 
or your boss, if that person is being sinful, 
then you need to see clearly that he is. But 
what you see when he is evil is not all there is 
to him. There is what he was in the past, the 
small boy his mother loved, for example. He 
wasn’t always the sinner he is now. And then 
there is what he could become. Maybe like 
Paul, who once was the chief of sinners, your 
sinning friend could become glorious in the 
service of the Lord in the future. So, clearly 
see the evil in your neighbor now, but 
remember that what you see is not all there is 
to him. Like the Lord in the readings, have 
mercy on him, for the sake of all the rest of 
him, the person that he once was and the 
person that he can still be. 

Eleonore Stump 
 
 

 
 
 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Cet homme fait bon accueil aux pécheurs et 
mange avec eux 

 

       Ils croyaient que les gens religieux 
devaient se séparer non seulement du péché 
mais aussi du pécheur. Ils prêchaient la 
ségrégation alors que Jésus prônait 
l’association. Les scribes et les pharisiens 
préconisaient l’hostilité alors que Jésus 
croyait en l’hospitalité. Au lieu de s’éloigner 
des pécheurs, le Seigneur se rapprochait d’eux 
et mangeait à leur table.  
       Dans l’évangile d’aujourd’hui, le Christ 
invite ses critiques à changer leur attitude 
envers les pécheurs. Leur tendre la main 
ressemble plus à Dieu que se tenir loin d’eux. 
Devant la femme adultère, Jésus avait proposé 
la solution suivante : que celui d'entre vous 
qui n'a jamais péché lui lance la première 
pierre; ils avaient parfaitement compris, et ils 
s'étaient retirés, les uns après les autres, en 
commençant par les plus vieux... 
       « Dieu ne veut pas la mort du pécheur, 
mais qu’il se convertisse et qu’il vive ».  Dieu 
est le Père de tous et il ne marginalise 
personne. Il se réjouit lorsqu’un pécheur est 
sauvé et le restaure à sa dignité de fils ou de 
fille de Dieu. Dieu est pour nous un père et il 
nous offre continuellement « un nouveau 
départ ». Nous ne pouvons pas changer le 
passé, mais nous pouvons toujours devenir de 
nouveau des fils ou des filles de Dieu : « Mon 
fils que voilà était perdu et il est retrouvé; il 
était mort et il est revenu à la vie ».  
       Le ciel de Jésus n’est pas le ciel des 
comptables de la Loi pour les purs et pour les 
« parfaits », mais le ciel de pécheurs convertis 
et pardonnés… C’est un ciel beaucoup plus 
attrayant que celui des pharisiens, un ciel où il 
y a toujours de la place pour chacun et 
chacune d’entre nous. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had a lovely Labor Day weekend 
and that you were able to enjoy time with 
family and friends. This week, at École Notre 
Dame des Victoires, we celebrated Mary's 
Birthday! If you have not had the chance, 
please check out our Instagram page to view 
pictures of our liturgy and door decorating 
contest @ndvschoolsf 
 

Have a wonderful week! 
God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 

 

 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, September 10th    
5:15 pm       Cecilia Cheung † 
SUNDAY, September 11th        
9:00 am       For All victims of 911 
10:30 am     People of the Parish 
12:15 pm     Belete & Mertenesh Family 
MONDAY, September 12th      
7:00 am       Children with Cancer 
TUESDAY, September 13th   
7:00 am       Deceased Marists † 
WEDNESDAY, September 14th       
7:00 am       Negest GebreWold † 
THURSDAY, September 15th  
7:00 am       Rex Fernandez † 
FRIDAY, September 16th      
7:00 am       For the Hungry 
SATURDAY, September 17th    
5:15 pm       Debritu Asrat † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Serawit Asfaw, Cecille Bien, Nancy 
Bruno, Yazmine Duarte, Odette 

Etcheverry, Jennifer Fadelli, Maria 
Noella Felipe, Brett Fischer, Benjamin 

Haller, Sharon M. Haney, Reggio Hearn, 
Wondi D. S. Asrate Gutiérrez, Patrick 

Maher, Elizabeth Malana, Maria Manley, 
Diana Munoz, Ron & Erik Ongstad, 
Robert Potter, Martha A. Gutierrez 

Romero, Rosario Cecilia Samson, Juan 
Gil Sanchez, Fasil Tegene, Josefina 

Tapia Solis, and Peter Wang. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Florencio Agot, Jacqueline 
Archieri,Wondifraw Asrat, Felicitas 

Baricar, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 
Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 

Charlene Haught Johnson, Paul Jae 
Wook Koo, Alejandro Lopez Luna, 

William McKnight, Fernando Orantes, 
Claudia Ponce Marquez, Valerie Meehan, 
Askale Munga, Marie Secail, and Nicole 

Zambelli. 
 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been 
on this list for over a year unless we are 
notified not to remove them. Thank you for 
your understanding. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/091519.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/091519.cfm


 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
 

As baptized Catholics, we have a responsibility to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with our neighbors, friends, 
family members, and colleagues.  Consider inviting someone 
you know to learn more about the Catholic Church through 
participation in the process of Christian Initiation of 
Adults.  This process prepares adults to celebrate the 
Sacraments of Christian Initiation at the Easter Vigil on April 
8, 2023. An abbreviated version of the process is 
available for baptized Catholics who want to complete their 
Christian Initiation through the sacrament of Confirmation. 
For more information, please contact Carrie Schroeder 
at schroeder@ndvsf.org. All inquiries are welcome!   
 

 
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today’s readings focus on the personal, passionate, and 
merciful love of God which should fill us with unending 
gratitude to Him. This gratitude is the fuel, if you will, that 
keeps the stewardship way of life rolling along. In our Second 
Reading, from St. Paul’s letter to Timothy, we find a grateful 
Paul who says of himself, “I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and arrogant, but I have been mercifully treated.” 
St. Paul is well aware of the sins he has committed. But this 
does not hold him back from ministry. Rather, it makes him 
all the more grateful to be God’s steward. How encouraging 
to know that this is true for us as well. Our past sins, and even 
our present struggles, do not disqualify us from becoming 
God’s grateful stewards. Jesus gives us several poignant 
illustrations of His merciful love in today’s Gospel reading 
from Luke. Let us focus on one, in particular — the story of 
the lost sheep. He asks, “What man among you, having a 
hundred sheep and losing one of them would not leave the 
ninety-nine… and go after the lost one until he finds it?” The 
logical response is no one!  It simply does not make sense to 
spend time and energy searching for one lost sheep when 
there are so many others to tend to. But God’s logic, God’s 
mercy, defies human logic. And who is the lost one?  It is 
every one of us when we stray away from God through sin, 
great or small. What gratitude we owe to such a personal, 
passionate, loving God! Just think, even our sins, once 
forgiven, become a source of fuel for our stewardship way of 
life as we reflect with deep gratitude on the powerful mercy 
of our Savior. 

 

 
 
 Lectors fulfill a vital liturgical ministry by proclaiming the Word of God at 
liturgy.  We warmly invite all members of our parish to consider sharing 
their gifts with our parish community in this way.  Dr. Carrie Schroeder, our 
Director of Faith Formation, will offer a training session for lectors on 
Saturday, September 17 from 2pm - 3:30pm in the church.  This session is 
required for all new lectors and highly recommended for current lectors. 
Please register for this session by completing this online form or by calling 
the parish office at 415.397.0113.  Thank you for your 
prayerful consideration of this opportunity.   
 

 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A MASS for a specific intention, 
please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary 
Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2023 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. 
Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is 
$10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of 
MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 11, 2022 – September 18, 2022 

Sunday            - Ex 32:7-11, 13-14             - 1 Tm 1:12-17              - Lk 15:1-32 

Monday          - 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33                                                    - Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday          - 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a                                           - Lk 7:11-17 

Wednesday     - Nm 21:4b-9                       - Phil 2:6-11                  - Jn 3:13-17 

Thursday        - 1 Cor 15:1-11                                  - Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 

Friday             - 1 Cor 15:12-20                                                            - Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday         - 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49                                              - Lk 8:4-15 

Sunday            - Am 8:4-7                            - 1 Tm 2:1-8                - Lk 16:1-13 
                                      

 
 

 

mailto:schroeder@ndvsf.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe1KlrVIfi2pfqzqCwbkRbdmYjn3Kjv1hE5WCgfH9LMFWkYw/viewform?usp=sf_link



