


 
Third Sunday of Advent – December 16, 2018 

 
THE GOOD NEWS 

 

The readings for this Sunday are 
about rejoicing. The First Reading tells 
God’s people to shout for joy, and the 
Second Reading exhorts Christians to 
rejoice always. The Gospel Reading says 
that John the Baptist preached good news 
to the people. So what did John the 
Baptist say? What is there to rejoice 
about? It helps in thinking about this 
question to have some sense of what the 
bad news is.  

The Second Reading follows the 
call to rejoice with an exhortation to have 
no anxieties. The bad news is everything 
that raises those anxieties. The First 
Reading spells out some of it. There are 
enemies; there are misfortunes—
sickness, poverty, unemployment, natural 
disaster, and all the rest. It is possible to 
find some peace about all these things by 
bringing them to God in prayer and 
putting your trust in him. At any rate, that 
is the antidote to these anxieties 
recommended by the Second Reading. 

But a person can have anxieties 
that are harder to bring to God. There are 
the relationships you have broken, the 
wreckage you have made of things at 
home, the failures you are culpable for at 
work. Sin can paralyze any effort at joy 
in loving relationship with God and 
others. You can put your trust in God; but 
what happens when you know that God 
can put no trust in you? What happens to 
joy in the face of this thought? That is the 
bad news. 

But this is also where the good 
news comes in. The First Reading 
promises that God will rejoice over you. 
And why? The answer is also in the First 
Reading: God will renew you; and when 
he does, you will be so lovely that God 
himself will make songs about you and 
for you, and he himself will sing them to 
you. That is amazing good news, isn’t it? 
But how can it be?  This is where the 
good news of John the Baptist comes in. 
Christ will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit will then dwell 
in you. Christ is Emmanuel, God with us, 
and he brings God the Holy Spirit into us. 
When God is with you and in you, how 
can you keep from singing for joy? 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Le message de Jean-Baptiste 
 

      Jean-Baptiste nous invite à prendre 
au sérieux cette saison de l’Avent en 
menant une existence qui exprime notre 
désir de conversion, ce qui exige de se 
préparer. Quand on attend un ami ou 
quand un enfant va naître, on prépare leur 
venue, on pense avec joie à leur présence, 
on imagine à l’avance le bonheur de les 
accueillir. 
      De même, nous devons penser à ce 
monde nouveau que Dieu nous promet, 
afin de ne pas être surpris s’il est 
différent de ce que nous espérons. Les 
aubergistes de Bethléem ont fermé leur 
porte à ce couple sans fortune ; les 
Pharisiens ont fermé leur cœur au 
charpentier de Nazareth ; nous fermons 
parfois nos oreilles quand Dieu nous 
appelle. 
      Mais nous savons que Dieu ne 
s’appuie pas sur la puissance et la 
richesse pour réaliser son œuvre de salut. 
Au contraire, il compte sur les humbles, 
sur les petits, sur nous tous pour écouter 
le message du Précurseur et nous 
persuader que malgré nos faiblesses le 
Seigneur peut faire – avec nous et par 
nous – de grandes choses. 
       
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 
 

We are excited to announce the start of a 
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program 
in the 2019-2020 school year! This will 
be an incredible way to grow our already 
vibrant community and to increase the 
rigor of our programs. We are currently 
accepting all students who will be 5-years 
old by December of 2019. 
 

If you or someone you know are 
interested in applying to Ecole Notre 
Dame des Victoires for the 2019-2020 
school year, please call 415-421-0069 or 
email admissions@ndvsf.org. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL December 15th          
5:15 pm      Margery Murray Hinds  
SUNDAY December 16th           
7:30 am      For the People of the Parish 
9:00 am      Belete GebreWold 
10:30 am    George Handras 
12:15 pm    Carmel McCallion † 
MONDAY December 17th              
7:00 am       Noel Cavanagh † 
12:10 pm     Debab Asrat 
TUESDAY December 18th       
7:00 am       Margery Murray Hinds 
12:10 pm     Naod Chiferaw 
WEDNESDAY December 19th        
7:00 am        Rede Chiferaw 
12:10 pm      Margery Murray Hinds 
THURSDAY December 20th     
7:00 am        Melecio Rueda, Jr. † 
12:10 pm      Gerry & Margaret Hassett † 
FRIDAY December 21st        
7:00 am        Solange Elliot † 
12:10 pm      Gezahegne GebreWold †  
SATURDAY December 22nd  
7:00 am         Benefactors of NDV 
 

 WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Fr. George Baricar, Michael 

Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Alexandria 
Christakos, Alice Consing, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina 

Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, 
Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson, 

Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 
Candi McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, Maria 

Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 

Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 

Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, 
Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, and 

Michael Wonderly. 

 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier, 
Karine Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara 

Charlene Johnke, Paulette Lusinchi, William 
McKnight, Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel 

Uharriet, 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30 pm Christmas Carols, 5:15 pm Christmas Vigil 

Mass 
8:30 pm Christmas Carols, 9 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY 

Christmas Masses in English at 9:00 am and 12:15 pm 
Mass In French at 10:30 am 

TUESDAY JANUARY 1ST NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

Masses at 9:00 am in English and 10:30 am in French. 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTIONS: On the 
weekends of December 16th & 17th and 22nd & 23rd, you will 
have the opportunity to contribute to our Christmas Flower 
fund. Special Envelopes for the Second Collection 
Poinsettia Fund are placed in the pews. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
 
PRAYING THE ROSARY: During the Season of Advent 
we will pray the rosary with a special intention before the 
Vigil and Sunday Masses.  
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  On the Third Sunday of 
Advent, the rose color is used in vestments and in the 
Advent Wreath. This is Gaudete Sunday; Gaudete comes 
from the first word of the entrance antiphon at Mass: 
“Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, gaudete”. 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Thus, the 
pink reminds us that on this day, we pause in our penitential 
spirit and rejoice that He is near. 
 
RECENT MARIST NEWS: Fr. Dennis Steik has been 
transferred to a Assisted Living Home. He now resides at: 
Buena Vista Manor (an assisted living facility) 399 Buena 
Vista East - San Francisco, CA 94117 He is in Room 2012 
 

Fr. Phil Phil D'Auby was admitted to a skilled nursing 
facility located in San Francisco: Central Gardens Skilled 
Nursing Hospital 1355 Ellis St. San Francisco, CA 94115 
415-567-2967 
 

Let us keep Fr. Dennis  and Fr. Phil in our prayers as they 
enter a new phase of living away from the community. They 
both look forward to your visits and phone calls. 
 

 
 
“This money is pure gift,” writes a religious sister of the 
support made possible by the Retirement Fund for 
Religious. “It enables us to continue providing care for our 
elderly sisters.” Your gift of $1,548.18 to last week’s 
collection helps hundreds of religious communities meet 
pressing retirement needs while continuing to serve the 
People of God. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

 
 
GIVING TREE: This Christmas season share your blessings with Bay 
Area children in need. The annual NDV Giving Tree will be in the church 
and decorated with Christmas wishes of local children from the Hamilton 
Family Center and other agencies. Purchase a gift(s) for the child you 
selected. The recommended amount to spend is approximately $30.00. 
Items listed on the ornaments are suggestions from the child. Please no 
fake weapons, violent games or items with adult content.  Return your 
unwrapped gift(s), with the identification tag attached, to the Church before 
1:30 p.m. today on Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 
LITURGICAL MEMORIALS: In the course of refurbishment and updating, 
the Parish on occasion finds it necessary to acquire liturgical items that will be 
used in our worship for many years to come. For example, we recently installed 
the new Ambry, the repository for our holy oils, which is located near the 
entrance to the sacristy. These types of items can make an excellent memorial 
for a loved one or a caring parishioner who wishes to leave a lasting tribute to 
the Parish. Please inquire with Fr. Juan if this opportunity is of interest. 
 

 
 
If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
December 16, 2018 – December 23, 2018 

Sunday           - Zep 3:14-18a                    - Phil 4:4-7                     - Lk 3:10-18 
Monday          - Gn 49:2, 8-10                                                            - Mt 1:1-17 
Tuesday          - Jer 23:5-8                                                                - Mt 1:18-25 
Wednesday     - Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a                                                    - Lk 1:5-25 
Thursday        - Is 7:10-14                                                                - Lk 1:26-38 
Friday            - Sg 2:8-14                                                                  - Lk 1:39-45 
Saturday        - 1 Sm 1:24-28                                                           - Lk 1:46-56 
Sunday           - Mi 5:1-4a                      - Heb 10:5-10                     - Lk 1:39-45 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: December 8th and December 9th   
  Church Basket:      $2,696.61 

                                     On-Line Giving:     $675.00 
      TOTAL:     $3,371.61   

 

                         Immaculate Conception:   $ 274.50 
 

 
 




