


 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23, 2018 

 
MARY, THE MOTHER OF 

GOD 
 

In his moving musical composition 
Like Winter Waiting, John Foley, SJ, has 
Joseph sing about Mary, “Who is this 
woman?” For many people (and, of course, 
maybe for Joseph too) the question is really, 
“Who is this woman to me?” These two 
questions are very different in character. 
Consider the first one. The traditional answer 
to it is that Mary is the Mother of God.  

This answer can be hard to 
understand. All Christians agree that God is 
without beginning. It seems that a God 
without beginning can't be born. And so it 
seems that God can’t have a mother either. 
But Jesus is fully human and fully divine. As 
man, God can be born. And so, after all, God 
can have and did have a human mother. The 
woman who was that mother is Mary. And 
that is why, if it is taken theologically, the 
answer to the question Joseph sings in John 
Foley’s music, “Who is this woman?” is this: 
Mary is the Mother of God. But the more 
pressing question remains: “Who is this 
woman to me?” The answer to this question 
depends on the life and love of each person 
who answers it, doesn’t it? 

Think about it this way. For every 
person who reads this Saint Louis University 
Liturgy Website, John Foley is the Jesuit 
priest who is the editor of the website and the 
composer of powerful and influential 
liturgical music. But the answer to the 
question, “Who is John Foley to me?” 
depends on the person answering the question. 
To me, he is a dear friend. But that is because 
the history of my life includes care for him 
and commitment to him. But, you might think, 
how much care and commitment should I 
have for Mary? 

Isn’t that a backwards way to think 
about relationship with any person, Mary 
included? What a person is to you depends on 
you, on your own care for her and 
commitment to her. We will discover our right 
relationship to Mary if we ask ourselves the 
question Elizabeth asked: “Who am I that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me?” 
 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

La Visitation 
 

      Nous connaissons tous des personnes 
que nous aimons revoir et accueillir chez 
nous parce qu’elles possèdent, de par leur 
seule présence, le don de nous rendre 
heureux. C’est ce que St. Luc nous évoque 
dans cet évangile : Jésus n’était pas encore 
né qu’il émerveillait Elisabeth, la cousine 
que Marie était allée visiter. La maman du 
futur Jean-Baptiste n’en finit plus de 
chanter les louanges de Jésus et de sa mère. 
Elle est dans l’admiration la plus totale 
parce que, enfin, le Sauveur est venu en ce 
monde.  
      Aujourd’hui encore, Jésus devrait 
continuer de nous émerveiller : au lieu de 
choisir la reine d’un pays important, il va 
naître en une jeune fille d’une humble 
condition, habitant un village inconnu, dans 
un pays sans importance occupé par les 
Romains. Quand il sera né, ce sont des 
bergers qui viendront le saluer. Au lieu de 
fréquenter les gens du monde, il appellera 
des pêcheurs de Galilée à devenir ses 
disciples, mangera avec les publicains et ne 
voudra pas qu’on fasse de lui un homme 
politique. 
      Aujourd’hui encore, c’est lui qui donne 
un sens à notre vie, nous aide à grandir et 
veut bien passer par nous pour donner du 
bonheur aux autres, comme il est passé par 
Marie pour donner de la joie à Elisabeth. 
Voilà qui doit nous convaincre d’apporter à 
notre tour un peu de bonheur aux autres. 
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M. 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
Parishioners, 
 

We are excited to announce the start of a 
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) program in 
the 2019-2020 school year! This will be an 
incredible way to grow our already vibrant 
community and to increase the rigor of our 
programs. We are currently accepting all 
students who will be 5-years old by 
December of 2019. 
 

If you or someone you know are interested 
in applying to Ecole Notre Dame des 
Victoires for the 2019-2020 school year, 
please call 415-421-0069 or email 
admissions@ndvsf.org. 
 

God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 

 
SATURDAY – VIGIL December 22nd         
5:15 pm      John and Margaret Brenan † 
SUNDAY December 23rd            
7:30 am      Intentions of Pope Francis 
9:00 am      Edward Kelly † 
10:30 am    Mr. & Mrs. Szekely † 
12:15 pm    For the People of the Parish 
MONDAY December 24th               
7:00 am       Funete Tegene † 
5:15 pm       For the People of the Parish 
9:00  pm      Rick Stoeckert † 
TUESDAY December 25th       
9:00 am       Children of the World 
10:30 am     Immigrants 
12:15 pm     Refugees 
WEDNESDAY December 26th        
7:00 am        Breda & Jeremiah O’Mahony † 
12:10 pm      For Poor Souls in Purgatory 
THURSDAY December 27th     
7:00 am        Jerry & Liz O’Mahony & Family 
12:10 pm      Joseph Barkett † 
FRIDAY December 28th        
7:00 am        Shiferaw Habte † 
12:10 pm      For the Hungry 
SATURDAY December 29th  
7:00 am         NDV Teachers & Students 

 WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Fr. George Baricar, Michael 

Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Alexandria 
Christakos, Alice Consing, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, María Cerón Gamero, Yunina 

Graham, Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, 
Lupita Herrera, Charlene Haught Johnson, 

Diane Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, 
Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, 
Candi McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, Maria 

Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 

Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Cathie Reece, 

Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, 
Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, and 

Michael Wonderly. 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier, 
Karine Jardin, Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara 

Charlene Johnke, Paulette Lusinchi, William 
McKnight, Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel 

Uharriet, 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30 pm Christmas Carols, 5:15 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

8:30 pm Christmas Carols, 9 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY 

Christmas Masses in English at 9:00 am and 12:15 pm 
Mass In French at 10:30 am 

TUESDAY JANUARY 1ST NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. 

Masses at 9:00 am in English and 10:30 am in French. 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTION: This weekend, 
December 22nd & 23rd, you will have the opportunity to 
contribute to our Christmas Flower fund. Special Envelopes 
for the Second Collection Poinsettia Fund are placed in the 
pews. Thank you for your generosity. 
 

 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: Our Gospel reading 
recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of Jesus' birth 
by the angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, her 
cousin, who is also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with 
full recognition of the roles that they and their unborn 
children will play in God's plan for salvation. If we were to 
continue to read the verses that follow in Luke's Gospel, we 
would hear Mary respond to Elizabeth's greeting with her 
song of praise, the Magnificat. Both women recall and echo 
God's history of showing favor upon the people of Israel. 
 

 
THANK YOU: On behalf of Hamilton House, your 
generosity of Christmas Gift Giving for children in need is 
profoundly appreciated. The response to this year’s Giving 
Tree Program was a huge success. May the Christ Child fill 
you with his graces during the Christmas Season.  
 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Our parish will resume a 
new arrangement for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Adoration will take place on the First Friday of each month 
in the church from 9:00 a.m. thru 12 noon. At noon 
Benediction will be celebrated and the scheduled Mass will 
follow. This new arrangement will begin on February 1, 
2019. Please spread the word to other parishioners and co-
workers. Come spend a time with the Eucharistic Lord in 
quiet meditation. 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, January 12th, 6:00 p.m. 
NDV Parish Hall at 566 Bush Street 
Crab Dinner, Great Beer, Good Fun, 

Wine & Specialty Cocktails! 
Register online at http://ndvsf.corecommerce.com/crab-feed-2019 

$55 per person for registrations received by December 30, 2018 
$65 per person for registrations received after December 30, 2018 

Please make checks payable to “Notre Dame des Victoires” 
Volunteers are needed to make this a successful event! 

If interested in assisting with the Crab Feed, please 
e-mail David Kane at NDVCrabFeed2019@gmail.com 

 
LITURGICAL MEMORIALS: In the course of refurbishment and updating, 
the Parish on occasion finds it necessary to acquire liturgical items that will be 
used in our worship for many years to come. For example, we recently installed 
the new Ambry, the repository for our holy oils, which is located near the 
entrance to the sacristy. These types of items can make an excellent memorial 
for a loved one or a caring parishioner who wishes to leave a lasting tribute to 
the Parish. Please inquire with Fr. Juan if this opportunity is of interest. 
 

 
 
If you would like to request a Mass for a specific intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass Intention. Per the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If 
paying by check, please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
December 23, 2018 – December 30, 2018 

Sunday           - Mi 5:1-4a                      - Heb 10:5-10                     - Lk 1:39-45 
Monday          - 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16                                      - Lk 1:67-79 
Tuesday          - Is 52:7-10                     - Heb 1:1-6                           - Jn 1:1-18 
Wednesday     - Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59                                             - Mt 10:17-22 
Thursday        - 1 Jn 1:1-4                                                             - Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Friday             - 1 Jn 1:5—2:2                                                          - Mt 2:13-18 
Saturday         - 1 Jn 2:3-11                                                              - Lk 2:22-35 
Sunday            - Sir 3:2-6, 12-14               - Col 3:12-21                  - Lk 2:41-52 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: December 15th and December 16th   
  Church Basket:      $1,482.42 

                                     On-Line Giving:     $603.00 
      TOTAL:     $2,085.42 

 

 
 




