


 
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist – June 24, 2018 

 
SUCCESS AND FAILURE 

 
The First Reading begins with the 

voice of God’s servant telling us that he has 
a vocation from the Lord. God has made 
him into a sharp-edged sword, a polished 
arrow, an impressive weapon of the Lord’s. 
This weapon isn’t meant for the destruction 
of people, though. It’s meant for the 
destruction of the evil that keeps people 
from God. The servant of God is called to 
bring God’s people, the Israelites, back to 
God. This is a great vocation, isn’t it? 

But then the voice of God’s 
servant continues, and it tells us what has 
become of this great vocation. “I toiled in 
vain,” God’s servant says. He worked hard; 
but, as it turns out, he thinks that he spent 
his strength uselessly. In short, God’s 
servant thinks that he failed, failed, failed! 
Here is what has come of all his labor: 
NOTHING! What person who is past 
adolescence does not remember his 
youthful enthusiasms with perplexity? 
What happened to those dreams, those 
hopes, those great desires to serve the Lord 
gloriously? And what person who is past 
mid-life does not shake his head sadly over 
the results of his life’s labor? Where did all 
that work and toil go? How did it come to 
so little? What happened to the call of the 
Lord to each of us, to serve him gloriously? 

The answer is implicit in the next 
part of the dialogue in the First Reading. 
The voice of the Lord answers the voice of 
God’s servant. It is too little for you just to 
bring the Israelites back to God, the Lord 
says. No, you will do this and much more! 
You will be a light to all the nations, and 
you will bring my salvation to the ends of 
the earth. 

And so here is the lesson for us in 
our sadness, in our perplexity, in all our 
failure. In the First Reading, after all his 
discouragement, this is what God’s servant 
says: my God is my strength. I will be 
glorious in the sight of the Lord.   Our hope 
is in the strength of the Lord, not in our 
own strength. And if we are not glorious in 
our own eyes, we will yet be glorious in the 
eyes of the Lord. It is a wonderful hope, 
isn’t it? 

 

 
 

"No.  He wil l  be  cal led John. "  

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Nativité de Saint Jean-Baptiste 
 

      Après tant de prophètes et autres 
précurseurs du Christ qui jalonnent 
l’histoire biblique depuis Abraham, Jean-
Baptiste est le dernier signe que Jésus est 
tout proche. Tout l’Ancien Testament est 
comme un index tendu vers Jésus-Christ, 
c’est pourquoi le fils d’Elisabeth et de 
Zacharie le désignera du doigt en disant : 
« Le voici celui qui était attendu ». 
 

        La naissance de Jean-Baptiste 
représente ce moment où s’accomplit ce 
qui était préparé depuis si longtemps. On 
peut le comparer à l’éclosion d’une fleur, 
ou encore à la maturité d’un fruit au 
terme d’un long cheminement.       
 

       Devenu adulte, le précurseur du 
Christ tiendra un langage purement reli-
gieux et le mot qui dominera sa prédica-
tion sera « conversion », c’est-à-dire 
retournement, changement de mentalité, 
renversement de perspective vers le Bien. 
 

       Aujourd’hui, il nous invite encore à 
nous tourner vers le spirituel, à savoir que 
Dieu est Dieu et doit être traité comme 
tel, qu’il nous faut donc respecter les 
commandements de Moïse et de l’Église. 
Au lieu de nous tourner vers nous-mêmes 
et nos petits intérêts, sachons suivre le 
chemin que Jésus nous indique. Certes, il 
n’est pas facile, mais c’est le seul qui 
mène au Royaume de Dieu.  
 
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
School Mission Statement 

 

Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires is a 
Roman Catholic parochial elementary 
school founded by the Marist Fathers in 
1924. It is located near the financial 
district of San Francisco. We embrace 
the values of the Marists and the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Orange and continue 
our tradition of teaching the French 
language and culture. As a faith-filled 
community, the faculty and staff of 
Notre Dame des Victoires are 
committed to nurturing our students 
spiritually, academically, socially, 
emotionally, and physically. We 
support a diverse group of learners who 
endeavor to develop an inclusive and 
compassionate world vision. 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL June 23rd    
5:15 pm     Margaret Brenn † 
SUNDAY June 24th       
7:30 am      Bart Jovellana † 
9:00 am       Funete Tegene † 
10:30 am    For the People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Harold Jones † and  
                   Robert Carey Reiffin † 
MONDAY June 25th        
7:00 am      NO Mass 
12:10 pm    Intercession of St. Jude  
TUESDAY June 26th    
7:00 am      NO Mass 
12:10 pm    Rose Gardini † 
WEDNESDAY June 27th       
7:00 am      NO Mass 
12:10 pm    Deceased Benefactors † 
THURSDAY June 28th  
7:00 am       NO Mass 
12:10 pm     Intercession of St. Jude 
FRIDAY June 29th    
7:00 am        NO Mass  
12:10 pm      Deceased Marist Sisters † 
SATURDAY June 30th    
7:00 am        Intentions of Pope Francis 
 
 

 IN PRAYER, 
WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  

Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn 
Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Solange 
Elliott, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, Yunina Graham, Shiferaw Habte, 
Georges Handras, Erich Herbitschek, Lupita 
Herrera, Karine Jardin, Charlene Haught 
Johnson, Diane Kelley, Lynn Leininger, 
Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 
Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 
Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Vinod and 
Cynthia Sheth, Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison 
Williams, Michael Wonderly.   

PRAYER FOR HEALING 
Lord of Heaven, I rest underneath your 
mighty wings of love. I dwell within your 

gentle heart. I know there is healing in your 
touch. Through the sufferings of Christ I 
can ask for restoration and trust in your 
goodness. You are my Lord, my Saviour,  

My healer and my friend. I dwell within your 
gentle embrace. Amen. 

 

Please let us know if there is someone for 
whom you want us to pray. It is best if you 
write it down and leave the name at the office. 
If the person regains their health let us know 
so that we will remove the name from the list. 
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MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE: Please take note of the 
following Mass Schedule Change for the week of June 24th. 
There will be no 7:00 a.m. Mass celebrated on Saturday 
June 23rd and no 7:00 a.m. Mass on Monday thru Friday, 
June 25th – June 29th. The reason for this Mass change is 
because Marists serving the parish will be on retreat at the 
Marianist Bergamo Center in Dayton, Ohio. Please pray for 
Marists from our USA Province who will be attending the 
retreat. 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: If you are interested in 
becoming a lector or minister of Holy Communion, please 
call the parish office to join these ministries. We can benefit 
from your generous service. 

NEW WEBSITE: Notre Dame des Victoires Church is, 
excited to announce that our new and refreshed website is 
live:  www.ndvsf.org  Featuring a brand new look, more 
information on our parish life and a fully responsive layout 
for all platforms – we hope you’ll find it easier to navigate 
and find what you’re searching for quickly and efficiently. 
Our goal with this new website is to provide our 
parishioners and visitors with a simple way to be informed 
regarding the multi aspects of who we are as a Catholic 
Faith Community in Downtown San Francisco. Take and 
look at it and pleasant browsing.  

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION: Next weekend, June 
30-July 1, we will take the Peter’s Pence Collection, which 
provides Pope Francis with the funds he needs to carry out 
his charitable works around the world. The proceeds benefit 
our brothers and sisters on the margins of society, including 
victims of war, oppression, and disasters. Please be 
generous. For more information, visit 
www.usccb.org/peters-pence.  
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: Married Couples: Would you 
like to relive the excitement, romance and passion from 
your honeymoon?  Rekindle that spark on a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The next Marriage 
Encounter Weekend is August 24-26, 2018 at the 
Vallombrosa Retreat Center.  For more information visit our 
website at: sanjosewwme.org or contact Ken & Claranne 
at applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413. 

ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2018: Thank You 
– To all those who have already participated in the 2018 
Appeal. Your gifts have helped our archdiocesan Church to 
continue teaching, preaching and serving those most in need 
of food, counsel, and security. The Church needs everyone’s 
help. Please be as generous as you can to the Archdiocesan 
Annual Appeal. 

TO DATE: Campaign Goal: $37,574 – Number of Gifts 
Received: 50 – Total Payments Received: $11,945 –  

Goal Balance: $25,629 
 

!
 
BAL DE PARIS 2018: Save the date for this year’s Bal de 
Paris which will take place on November 3, 2018. The 
theme for the Bal is Le Rêve. For volunteer opportunities, 
please visit: baldeparishndv@gmail.com  
 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CONFERENCE: Volunteers Wanted for The 
Conference. September 7 is the 5th Annual Restorative Justice Reentry 
Conference & Resource Fair. Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone will give 
the invocation. The 2017 event was a major accomplishment, very well 
attended, with communities empowered and new relationships formed. 
Again this year volunteers are needed to help organize, mobilize, and 
energize. Volunteer opportunities are numerous: • Volunteer to do outreach 
before the event (June, July, August, September). • Volunteer the day 
before the event (1:00 pm - 4:00 pm), September 6 • Volunteer during the 
event (7:00 am - 4:00 pm) • Volunteer to clean up after the event (3:00 pm 
- 5:00 pm). To register as a volunteer, visit the Archdiocesan webpage at: 
escobarj@sfarch.org sfarch.org/rjministry-reentry-conference 

 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2018 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
June 24, 2018 – July 1, 2018 

Sunday          - Is 49:1-6                    - Acts13:22-26                  - Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Monday         - 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18                                                         - Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday         - 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36                      - Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday    - 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3                                              - Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday       - 2 Kgs 24:8-17                                                          - Mt 7:21-29 
Friday            - Acts 12:1-11             - 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18              - Mt 16:13-19 
Saturday        - Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19                                               - Mt 8:5-17 
Sunday           - Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24      - 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15       - Mk 5:21-43 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: June 16th & 17th  
  Church Basket:            $1,414.51 

                                     On-Line Giving:     $1,217.00 
       TOTAL:           $2,631.51 

 

“Stewardship is a decision of the will not a feeling, although good feelings 
often follow. We can’t wait for our attitudes regarding stewardship to change 
our behavior. By changing our behavior our attitudes will change to match 

the Gospel way of life.” Bishop Emeritus Eugene J. Gerber 

 




