


 
The Ascension Of The Lord – May 13, 2018  

 
ASK IN MY NAME 
In the Gospel Reading, before his 

ascension, Christ gives his disciples a last 
command: go into the whole world and 
proclaim the Gospel. And he adds a list of 
things that will characterize those of his 
followers who obey this command: they 
will drive out demons, speak new 
languages, handle snakes safely, drink 
deadly things without harm, and heal the 
sick by the laying on of 
hands. Why this list? Isn’t it supposed to be 
just love that characterizes Christ’s 
followers?  

Well, I think of it this way. When 
one of my children was traveling to 
Bangladesh, I made a list of dos and don’ts 
for him. It was a list intended to help keep 
him safe. Finding housing with English 
speakers was on the list, so that there 
wouldn’t be language problems. “Don’t 
drink the water!” was definitely on the list, 
and so was “Stay away from people who 
are obviously sick!” The list finished with 
this prohibition: “Whatever you do, don’t 
come into contact with the ground!” I know 
it sounds ridiculous; but hookworm is 
endemic in that part of the world, and you 
can get full of worms if you let a body part 
with an open wound come into contact with 
infected ground.  

You can see that what was on my 
list of things to worry about are on Christ’s 
list of things not to worry about: language 
problems, deadly drinks, sicknesses, even 
snakes—well, hookworms, anyway 
(demons weren’t on my list, but maybe they 
would have been if I could have thought of 
anything to say about them). So the things 
on Christ’s list are the things that you (or 
your mother) might worry about if you 
were traveling in dangerous places. Since 
Christ is commanding his followers to head 
out to all the world, maybe it is only fair of 
him to tell those who obey him that they 
don’t need to worry about any of these 
things. Like a good mother, Christ has 
already thought about all these things for 
his traveling people, and in his mercy he 
has made provision for them all. 

So here is one way to understand 
Christ’s list of the things that characterize 
those who believe in Christ and obey him. 
Whatever roads the journey of their lives 
takes them on, the care of the Lord 
encompasses those who travel in his name. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Une présence au-delà des yeux 
 

       Sachant qu’un jour il devrait quitter 
ce monde, Jésus avait formé ses apôtres à 
leur future mission et avait promis de leur 
envoyer son Esprit-Saint pour les aider 
dans cette tâche :   partir à travers le 
monde, annoncer à tous la Bonne 
Nouvelle du salut, ce qui arrivera  à la 
Pentecôte.  
      Aujourd’hui, alors que nous 
célébrons son Ascension, c’est-à-dire son 
retour auprès du Père, nous devons nous 
rappeler que ses disciples qui l’avaient 
connu pendant trois ans dans sa présence 
physique doivent faire l’expérience d’une 
autre forme de présence. Ils ont perdu le 
contact avec le Christ et doivent 
découvrir une autre forme de présence,  
moins tangible, mais tout aussi réelle.  
      Pour nous qui sommes venus bien 
après eux, et n’avons jamais connu le 
Jésus de Nazareth, c’est un appel à le 
découvrir dans les personnes que nous 
rencontrons, dans sa Parole que nous 
lisons dans l’Évangile, et finalement dans 
l’Eucharistie que nous recevons au cours 
de nos messes. 
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
Continued from Enriching the Curricu- 
lum Through Service Learning 

Living History Teachers at a middle 
school in Massachusetts used community 
service learning to teach history.  In this 
project, students visited a senior center, 
where they conducted interviews that 
they eventually compiled into a class 
book entitled Living History.  The 
students then gave the book as a gift to 
the people at the senior center. In 
addition, students performed a radio 
show for their older friends, featuring 
songs and commercials from eras through 
which their audience had lived. The 
teachers were enthusiastic about the 
"fantastic" outcomes of the project.  They 
noted that students became more aware 
of elderly people.  Because many of her 
students had limited contact with senior 
citizens, this opportunity allowed the 
children to be exposed to many different 
lifestyles of senior citizens.  The best part 
of the project, according to the teachers, 
was students' increased level of comfort 
and caring toward the elderly.  More next 
week. 

 
SATURDAY – VIGIL May 12th   
5:15 pm    Patricia Russo † 
SUNDAY May 13th       
7:30 am      Manuel Henry 
9:00 am       For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    Georges Handras 
12:15 pm    Wondesene Haile † 
MONDAY May 14th       
7:00 am      Chifferaw Habte 
12:10 pm    Wondifraw Asrat Family 
TUESDAY May 15th    
7:00 am      Gladys R Frontera 
12:10 pm    Debritu Asrat † 
WEDNESDAY May 16th       
7:00 am      Manuel Henry 
12:10 pm    Yenessu Asrat Family 
THURSDAY May 17th  
7:00 am       Anton Walz & Maria Buchter † 
12:10 pm     Debab Asrat 
FRIDAY May 18th    
7:00 am        Blessings for Deacon Sanchez 
12:10 pm      Gladys R. Frontera 
SATURDAY May 19th    
7:00 am         Rosauro Mariano † 
 
 

 IN PRAYER, 
WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  

 
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Michael 
Bartholomew, Vilma Bellone, Annalyn 
Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Solange 
Elliott, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, Yunina Graham, Georges Handras, 
Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Karine 
Jardin, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 
Kelley, Lynn Leininger, Jacqueline Lira, 
Grant Melton, Alma and Armando Morales, 
Dyan Ocampo, Christiane Pelletier, Catherine 
Stoner Persais, Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan 
Rasby, Vinod and Cynthia Sheth, Dimitrios 
Tsokas, Alison Williams, Michael Wonderly  
and.  

PRAYER FOR HEALING 
Lord of Heaven, I rest underneath your 
mighty wings of love. I dwell within your 

gentle heart. I know there is healing in your 
touch. Through the sufferings of Christ I 
can ask for restoration and trust in your 
goodness. You are my Lord, my Saviour,  

My healer and my friend. I dwell within your 
gentle embrace. Amen. 

 
Please let us know if there is someone for 
whom you want us to pray. It is best if you 
write it down and leave the name at the 
office. If the person regains their health let 
us know so that we will remove the name 
from the list. 

 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org  

 
A CELEBRATION OF GRATITUDE:  As has been 
announced, Mrs. Mary Ghisolfo will be retiring at the end 
of this year’s academic year. A planning committee has 
been established to plan a grand celebration to bid our 
farewell to Mary. The planning committee asks you to 
please save the date of Sunday, June 3rd for a Mass and 
celebration honoring Mary for her 37 years of contributions 
to the NDV community. A reception will be held in the 
school auditorium after the 12:15 p.m. Mass. More details 
to follow.  If you are interested in helping putting this very 
special event together, email Miriam Kane 
at celebrationofgratitude@gmail.com. 
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES: Today is Catholic Charities 
Sunday. The annual second collection asks parishioners to 
live their faith by generously supporting the good work of 
Catholic Charities, the social services arm of the Catholic 
Church in our local area. Your contributions directly 
support programs and services that provide relief for 
homeless families, frail seniors, immigrants, the working 
poor, children and youth, and many of our most vulnerable 
neighbors who are struggling to meet even their most basic 
needs. Put your faith into action and change a life for the 
better today by contributing to Catholic Charities. Together, 
we are Catholic Charities! 
 
RCIA: Are you someone or do you know someone who has 
expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? Was baptized 
Catholic as a child, but has not celebrated the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and Eucharist? We offer an opportunity to 
come together in a small group to learn more about our 
faith. Sessions focus on the teachings and experience of 
Church and prepare individuals to celebrate the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist during the Easter 
Vigil Mass on Saturday April 20, 2019.. You are welcome 
to participate in the process with your questions, your 
insights and your faith story in a warm accepting setting. 
For information please contact Fr. Juan at 415.397.0113 or 
at ndveglise@ndvsf.org   
 
CALIFORNIA BISHOPS: May is Mental Health 
Awareness Month, and the California Catholic Conference 
of Bishops is taking the opportunity to bring a voice and 
awareness to the very real mental health struggles and 
challenges facing so many. On May 2, the California 
bishops will release "Hope and Healing: A Pastoral Letter 
from the Bishops of California on Caring for Those Who 
Suffer from Mental Illness Addressed to All Catholics and 
People of Goodwill," addressing the question of mental 
health and the critical need to attend to those who suffer. 
"Persons with mental illness often suffer in silence, hidden 
and unrecognized by others," say the Bishops in the 
statement, and these sufferers “frequently experiences 
isolation and inadequate support, often because of the unjust 
social stigma of mental illness. This should not be so in our 
civic communities, and cannot be so in our Catholic 
communities." The document will also include resources in 
every California diocese for those seeking assistance with 
mental health issues. Visit the CCC website for complete 
information. See the Archdiocesan website for the new page 
of Mental Health Resources; sfarchdiocese.org/mental-
health   

 
 

MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING 
Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her 
children, so you watch over your Church. Bless our moms, 
that they may be strengthened as Christian mothers. Let 

the example of their faith and love shine forth. Grant that 
we, their sons and daughters, may honor them always with a 

spirit of profound respect. Grant this through Christ our 
Lord. 

 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2018: Thank You – To all those 
who have already participated in the 2018 Appeal. Your gifts have helped 
our archdiocesan Church to continue teaching, preaching and serving those 
most in need of food, counsel, and security. The Church needs everyone’s 
help. Please be as generous as you can to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 

TO DATE: Campaign Goal: $37,574 – Number of Gifts Received: 44 – 
Total Payments Received: $9,895 – Goal Balance: $27,679 

 

 
 
BAL DE PARIS 2018: Save the date for this year’s Bal de Paris which will 
take place on November 3, 2018. The theme for the Bal is Le Rêve. For 
volunteer opportunities, please visit: baldeparishndv@gmail.com  
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2018 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
May 13, 2018 – May 20, 2018 

Sunday          - Acts 1:1-11                     - Eph 1:17-23                 - Mk 16:15-20   
Monday         - Acts 1:15-17, 20-26                                                                - Jn 15:9-17 
Tuesday         - Acts 20:17-27                                                          - Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday    - Acts 20:28-38                                                       - Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday       - Acts 22:30; 23:6-11                                                - Jn 17:20-26 
Friday            - Acts 25:13b-21                                                       - Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday        - Acts 28:16-20, 30-31                                              - Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday           - Acts 2:1-11             - 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13            - Jn 20:19-23 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: May 5th & 6th 
  Church Basket:        $2,365.20 

                                     On-Line Giving:      $470.50 
      TOTAL:       $2,835.70 

 

“Stewardship is not just about one or another aspect of our faith 
lives; it is about all of it. It is the overarching and foundational 

spirituality that shapes our entire existence.”  
Bishop Carl A. Kemme 

 

 




