


 
Thirty-First Sunday In Ordinary Time – November 4, 2018 

 
NOT FAR FROM THE 

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
In the Gospel Reading, a scribe asks 

Jesus, “Which is the first of all the 
commandments?” Maybe the point of asking 
this question is like the point of asking, “what 
are the most important requirements for this 
course?” A student who wants that 
information is trying to figure out what is 
crucial for passing the course. In his view, if 
he does the most important thing, maybe he 
doesn’t have to do everything. In response to 
the scribe’s question, Jesus tells him not only 
the commandment that is the first of all but 
also the one that is second: taken together the 
two commandments cover the ground. You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. …  [And] you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. 

So if the scribe does just the most 
important things, he will have done pretty 
close to everything, won’t he? If he was 
hoping for a way to get through—without 
doing everything required for the kingdom of 
heaven—these two commandments will show 
him that he hasn’t got a chance. If he doesn’t 
do everything, he will have done virtually 
nothing, because he will have failed at the 
most important stuff. There is something that 
the scribe likes about the answer of Jesus: it 
privileges morality above ritual. And so the 
scribe thinks that he has found something that 
isn’t crucial for getting into heaven. Yes, the 
scribe says to Jesus affirmingly, obeying these 
two commandments is better than sacrifice. 

Jesus doesn’t disagree. But what he 
says to the scribe is “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” Not far?! How can the 
scribe be distant in any way if he understands 
these commandments and accepts them as 
most important for the kingdom of heaven? 
But here is the thing to see. What person 
among us loves God with all his heart? Who 
loves his neighbor as himself? If obeying 
these commandments is the most important 
thing for getting into heaven, what hope is 
there for anybody? 

The answer is—Jesus. He is the 
Savior who came to rescue people from their 
failures to obey the most important 
commandments. All true hope of the kingdom 
of heaven lies in him. And so the scribe, who 
is next to Jesus, is not far from the kingdom of 
heaven in more than one sense. 

Eleonore Stump 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Le premier commandement 
 

      Les commandements de Moïse ont 
permis aux Hébreux de se protéger contre 
l’influence des pays païens qui les 
entouraient et de se constituer en une 
nation totalement centrée sur le Dieu 
unique qui les avait sauvés de l’esclavage 
de l’Egypte et leur avait rendu la Terre 
Promise. 
      Répondant à la question du scribe, 
Jésus va mentionner l’amour de Dieu tout 
en lui ajoutant l’amour du prochain, les 
reliant si fort l’un et l’autre qu’il en fait 
un seul commandement qu’il place au-
dessus de tous les autres. Aller au Temple 
pour offrir des sacrifices, respecter le jour 
du Sabbat, pratiquer les rites de 
purification, tout cela perd sa valeur si on 
néglige les membres du Peuple de Dieu 
et leurs besoins. On ne peut pas choisir 
un des aspects de la Foi sans l’autre : 
L’amour du Dieu invisible, sans l’amour 
du prochain, devient une illusion car il ne 
se manifeste pas concrètement. De même,  
l’amour du prochain est incomplet s’il ne 
conduit pas à Dieu.  
      Nous lisons la Bible, nous partageons 
l’Eucharistie, mais aussi nous devons 
suivre l’exemple de Jésus qui a aimé les 
humbles, les pauvres, les petits, et fait de 
son mieux pour les soulager. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope you had a wonderful week, ours 
was spectacular! On Wednesday, we 
celebrated Halloween with a parade 
and parties. Thursday, we celebrated 
All Saint's day with a liturgy that was 
sponsored by our third-grade class. 
Each of the students researched a saint 
and came to mass dressed as that saint. 
It was very moving to see them in 
costume and to speak with them about 
their saints. Thank you to all of you 
who were able to join us for that special 
mass. Thank you, also, to our 6th 
graders and their families who 
sponsored the 9:00AM mass last 
weekend.  
 

Have a great week and God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL November 3rd           
5:15 pm     Thomas J. Ryan † 
SUNDAY November 4th           
7:30 am      Mark Allison † 
9:00 am      For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    André Fournier † 
12:15 pm    Ataklti Betre † 
MONDAY November 5th              
7:00 am       Yenessu Asrat  
12:10 pm     Aster Tegene † 
TUESDAY November 6th      
7:00 am       Edward Alano † 
12:10 pm     Guadalupe Padilla † 
WEDNESDAY November 7th          
7:00 am        Deceased Benefactors † 
12:10 pm      Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph † 
THURSDAY November 8th     
7:00 am        Fatalities of Gun Violence † 
12:10 pm      For Poor Souls in Purgatory 
FRIDAY November 9th          
7:00 am        For the Children of the World 
12:10 pm      Everardo Marquez †  
SATURDAY November 11th  
7:00 am        For the Incarcerated 
 

 WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 

Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Fr. George Baricar, Michael 

Bartholomew, Annalyn Carlos, Alexandria 
Christakos, Alice Consing, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 

Gallagher, Yunina Graham, Georges Handras, 
Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Karine 
Jardin, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 

Kelley, Rose Le Bail, Matthew Lech, Lynn 
Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike Leskie, Candi 

McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, Maria Lim, 
Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma and 

Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, Christiane 
Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, Rev. 
Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Vinod and 
Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, Dimitrios 
Tsokas, Alison Williams, and Michael 

Wonderly. 

 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

Paul Arthur Domergue, André Fournier, 
Lydia A. Jewell, Barbara Charlene Johnke, 

Paulette Lusinchi, Arlene M. Sullivan, Marcel 
Uharriet, 
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PARISH SPAGHETTI DINNER: All are invited to a 
Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, December 1, 2018 at 6:30 
p.m. in our Parish Hall. The dinner is free of charge. 
Children are welcome to attend. Please RSVP by visiting 
our website’s Home Page and fill out the RSVP Form. 
 
NOVEMBER: A TIME OF REMEMBRANCE AND 
COMMEMORATION: The month of November is a time 
given over, in Catholic tradition, to remembrance of those 
who have died.  Beginning with the Feast of All Saints on 
November 1, followed by the Feast of All Souls on 
November 2nd, we mark this time liturgically through 
celebration and commemoration.  The heart of these feasts, 
like the heart of all celebrations in the Church, is centered 
on the life, death and resurrection of Christ, a mystery in 
which we share through our baptism. During the month of 
November we mark this focus on hope in the life to come in 
a number of ways.  First, the Book of the Dead is placed in 
front of the church We are all invited to write the names of 
family and friends who have died in this book.  Second, you 
are also invited to place the name of a deceased loved one 
on the butterfly trellis.  
 
MASS FOR HOMELESS DEAD: Archbishop Salvatore 
Cordileone will offer a Solemn Mass of the Dead for the 
homeless faithful departed on Thursday, November 8th at 
6:30 pm St. Patrick Church, 756 Mission St., San Francisco. 
All are welcome to attend and to bring the names of any 
deceased homeless for whom they wish to pray. Affordable 
parking and the Powell Street BART Station are located just 
one block away from St. Patrick Church. For information, 
contact Martin Ford, 415-614-5569 or 
homelessmass@sfarch.org. 
 
HOSPITALITY NEEDS YOUR HELP: The delicious 
treats in the Parish Hall, after Masses, are generously 
organized by volunteers - like YOU! If you would like to 
find out more about our Ministry of Hospitality, contact us 
at ndveglise@ndvsf.org  You can also visit our website at 
ndvsf.org and fill out the form provided on the Parish News 
Section of the Home Page. Please sign up and see how 
fruitful your donation of time can be! 
 
LITURGICAL MEMORIALS: In the course of 
refurbishment and updating, the Parish on occasion finds it 
necessary to acquire liturgical items that will be used in our 
worship for many years to come. For example, we recently 
installed the new Ambry, the repository for our holy oils, 
which is located near the entrance to the sacristy. These 
types of items can make an excellent memorial for a loved 
one or a caring parishioner who wishes to leave a lasting 
tribute to the Parish. Please inquire with Fr. Juan if this 
opportunity is of interest. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass 
for a specific intention, please call the Parish Office at 
415.397.0113 and speak to our secretary Mertenesh. The 
Mass Book for 2019 is available to reserve a Mass 
Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the 
offering for a Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, 
please make the check payable to the order of: MARIST 
FATHERS. 
 

GIVING TREE: This Christmas season share your blessings with Bay 
Area children in need. The annual NDV Giving Tree will be in the church 
and decorated with Christmas wishes of local children from the Hamilton 
Family Center and other agencies. The tree will be placed in the church on 
Saturday, November 24th. Purchase a gift(s) for the child you selected. The 
recommended amount to spend is approximately $30.00. Items listed on 
the ornaments are suggestions from the child. Please no fake weapons, 
violent games or items with adult content.  Return your unwrapped gift(s), 
with the identification tag attached, to the Church before 1:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 
 

 
 
NDV ADULT CHOIR:   Come join the NDV Adult Choir!  We are a safe 
place to free your voice, sing in harmony, learn music essentials, and have 
a monthly opportunity to sing during Mass. Music Director Grace Renaud 
has a special skill in harnessing the voice of a beginner and offering a 
challenge to the most learned vocal performer alike! Please contact her 
at musicgracenotes@gmail.com with any questions. Rehearsals are 
currently held in the church on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 
p.m., however, rehearsal night may change depending on the availability of 
participating singers.  All are welcome!  
 
MARRIED COUPLES:  Just as we celebrate Thanksgiving by gathering 
together with family, why not celebrate your Marriage by attending a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend?  It’s a positive, simple, 
common sense, private experience between husband and wife that 
revitalizes your marriage.  Make your reservation now! The next Marriage 
Encounter Weekends include: Feb 15-17, 2019 in San Jose, CA and May 
17-19, 2019 in San Jose, CA. For more information and/or to register for a 
Weekend, visit our website at: sanjosewwme.org or contact Ken & 
Claranne at applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2018: Thank You – To all those 
who have already participated in the 2018 Appeal. Your gifts have helped 
our archdiocesan Church to continue teaching, preaching and serving those 
most in need of food, counsel, and security. The Church needs everyone’s 
help. Please be as generous as you can to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 

TO DATE: Campaign Goal: $37,574 – Number of Gifts Received: 64 – 
Total Payments Received: $16,280 –  

 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 

November 4, 2018 – November 11, 2018 
Sunday           - Dt 6:2-6                       - Heb 7:23-28                 - Mk 12:28b-34 
Monday          - Phil 2:1-4                                                                         - Lk 14:12-14 
Tuesday         - Phil 2:5-11                                                              - Lk 14:15-24 
Wednesday    - Phil 2:12-18                                                           - Lk 14:25-33 
Thursday       - Phil 3:3-8a                                                                - Lk 15:1-10 
Friday            - Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12        - 1 Cor 3-9c-11, 16-17         - Jn 2:13-22 
Saturday        - Phil 4:10-19                                                              -Lk 16:9-15 
Sunday           - 1 Kgs 17:10-16             - Heb 9:24-28                 - Mk 12:38-44 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: October 27th and October 28th, 2018 
              Church Basket:      $1,380.25 

                                              On-Line Giving:       $  200.00 
                  TOTAL:     $1,580.25 

 

 




