


 
Twenty-Second Sunday In Ordinary Time – September 2, 2018 

 
WASHING YOUR HANDS 

BEFORE DINNER 
In the Gospel Reading, Jesus and 

the Pharisees have a public fight about the 
Jewish tradition of washing your hands 
before dinner.  Jesus puts the Pharisees and 
their tradition down with a scathing 
denunciation. He calls the Pharisees 
“hypocrites,” who have God on their lips 
but not in their hearts. So, what does this 
story say about tradition? Well, we might 
think, if cleaving to tradition gets the 
Pharisees the denunciation of the Lord, then 
so much the worse for tradition! And yet 
where would we be without tradition? Our 
whole religious understanding and practice, 
even our creeds, are shaped by tradition. 

The solution to the perplexity lies 
in the story. When the Pharisees ask Jesus 
why his disciples don’t keep the tradition of 
hand-washing, their question isn’t a request 
for information. It is a challenge to his 
whole ministry. From the point of view of 
the Pharisees, a person couldn’t be from 
God and not wash his hands before dinner 
in accordance with the tradition. A tradition 
hands on something precious from one 
generation to another. But the tradition the 
Pharisees cling to does not in fact convey 
the God of Moses, does it? What kind of 
God would make his total acceptance or 
rejection of a person dependent on whether 
or not he washed his hands before dinner? 
Where is the righteous, merciful, loving 
God of Moses in this view of the Pharisees? 

In the First Reading, Moses orders 
the people to communicate God’s 
commands without adding or 
subtracting anything from them. The 
Nicene Creed, which is part of the tradition 
that structures our faith, does not violate 
this order of Moses, because the Nicene 
Creed does not change biblical teachings. It 
only unfolds them and gives deeper insight 
into them.  But when the Pharisees 
privilege hand-washing above the true 
goodness of Christ, they don’t transmit 
what Moses gave them. They wreck it, in 
the name of tradition. And that is why 
Jesus says the tradition of the Pharisees is 
the tradition of men. These defenders of 
religious tradition have lost their grip on the 
very thing they were supposed to pass on, 
God’s goodness and love. That is why Jesus 
calls them ‘hypocrites.’ It is a cautionary 
tale for all of us, isn’t it? 
Eleonore Stump 

          

FRENCH CORNER 
 

La Loi et les traditions 
 

      Certains catholiques, plus de 50 ans 
après le Concile Vatican II, reprochent 
à l’Église d’avoir changé la religion 
parce qu’on célèbre la messe en langue 
ordinaire et non en latin, et que le 
prêtre fait face au peuple. Cette attitude 
nous aide à comprendre pourquoi les 
pharisiens accusent Jésus de manquer à 
la Loi parce qu’il abandonne certains 
rites de purification avant les repas.  
      Ces Juifs se croyaient « purs » car, 
s’ils pratiquaient ces gestes extérieurs, 
leur cœur ne l’était pas à cause de leurs 
préjugés, de leur manque d’amour pour 
les autres, et surtout de leur hypocrisie. 
Un cœur « pur » est celui qui reconnaît 
ses propres fautes, qui ne juge pas les 
autres, qui pratique le pardon. 
      Suivre des commandements 
extérieurs peut être sécurisant, car on 
pense ainsi assurer son salut… Par 
contre, questionner la vérité de nos 
gestes pour voir s’ils correspondent à 
l’enseignement de l’évangile est 
exigeant mais c’est le défi de la vraie 
fidélité aux promesses de notre 
baptême et à l’exemple que le Christ 
nous a donné au cours de sa vie.  
 
Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M 
 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I hope you have had a wonderful 
summer! We have completed our first 
full week back at school and all of the 
students are thrilled to be with their 
classmates! Over the summer, we 
completed many carpeting and painting 
projects and were also able to add air 
conditioning to some of the classrooms 
that get particularly warm in the fall. 
We also welcomed Ms. Bernadette 
Lourda (parishioner and alumni) back 
to the school as our Alumni Director. 
Please be sure to reach out to her if you 
would like to be kept in the loop about 
community and alumni events. She can 
be reached at: alumni@ndvsf.org. 
God Bless, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL September 1st        
5:15 pm     Shiferaw Habte † 
SUNDAY September 2nd          
7:30 am      Deceased Benefactors † 
9:00 am       Gerard Hicky † 
10:30 am    For the People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Deceased Marist Sisters † 
MONDAY September 3rd          
7:00 am       Gladys R. Frontera 
12:10 pm     Mr. Virgil Apostol † 
TUESDAY September 4th       
7:00 am       Manuel Henry 
12:10 pm     Shiferaw Habte † 
WEDNESDAY September 5th         
7:00 am       Aster Tegene † 
12:10 pm     Ataklti Betre † 
THURSDAY September 6th    
7:00 am       Sharon Christensen † 
12:10 pm     Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph † 
FRIDAY September 7th       
7:00 am        Fatalities of Gun Violence † 
12:10 pm      For the Hungry  
SATURDAY September 8th    
7:00 am        For the Incarcerated  
 
 
 

 IN PRAYER, 
WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  

 
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn 
Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Solange 
Elliott, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, Yunina Graham, Georges Handras, 
Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Karine 
Jardin, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 
Kelley, Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike 
Leskie, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, Alma 
and Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, 
Christiane Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, 
Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Vinod and 
Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, Dimitrios 
Tsokas, Alison Williams, and Michael 
Wonderly.   
 

PRAYER FOR HEALING 
Lord of Heaven, I rest underneath your 
mighty wings of love. I dwell within your 

gentle heart. I know there is healing in your 
touch. Through the sufferings of Christ I 
can ask for restoration and trust in your 
goodness. You are my Lord, my Saviour,  

My healer and my friend. I dwell within your 
gentle embrace. Amen. 

 

Please let us know if there is someone for 
whom you want us to pray. It is best if you 
write it down and leave the name at the office. 
If the person regains their health let us know 
so that we will remove the name from the list. 



 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 
R.C.I.A.: ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW 
SOMEONE WHO… 

• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
• Has a child over the age of seven who has not 

been baptized? 
• Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not 

celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist? 

We offer an opportunity to come together in a small group 
to learn more about our faith. Sessions focus on the 
teachings and experience of Church and prepare individuals 
to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist during the Easter Vigil on April 20, 2019. There 
are separate sessions for children or youth. You are 
welcome to participate in the process with your questions, 
your insights and your faith story in a warm accepting 
setting. For information please contact Fr. Juan 
415.397.0113 or ndveglise@ndvsf.org 
 
2018 BAL DE PARIS:  Please save the date of Saturday, 
November 3 for this year's Bal de Paris - Le Rêve - to be 
held at the Four Seasons Hotel in San Francisco. The 
planning committee has been working hard all summer to 
make this event a night to remember. This major fundraiser 
supports the school and church in significant areas of 
operation.  Much thanks and appreciation goes to 
chairpersons Jill Bourque and Kattya and Patrick 
Breitenbach for all of their work heading up the event. If 
you are interested in helping, please contact Bal de Paris 
2018 chairpersons at baldeparisndv@gmail.com. 
 

 
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: A Get-Away Weekend!!!  Do 
you need a vacation?   Give yourself and your spouse time 
away from the pressures of work and everyday 
responsibilities.  Enjoy a chance to talk and listen to that 
special someone who loves you! The next Marriage 
Encounter Weekend is November 9-11, 2018 in San Jose.  
For more information visit our website 
at: sanjosewwme.org or contact Ken & Claranne 
at applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2018: Thank You 
– To all those who have already participated in the 2018 
Appeal. Your gifts have helped our archdiocesan Church to 
continue teaching, preaching and serving those most in need 
of food, counsel, and security. The Church needs everyone’s 
help. Please be as generous as you can to the Archdiocesan 
Annual Appeal. 

TO DATE: Campaign Goal: $37,574 – Number of Gifts 
Received: 53 – Total Payments Received: $14,945 –  

Goal Balance: $22,629 
!

 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CONFERENCE: Volunteers Wanted for The 
Conference. September 7 is the 5th Annual Restorative Justice Reentry 
Conference & Resource Fair. Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone will give 
the invocation. The 2017 event was a major accomplishment, very well 
attended, with communities empowered and new relationships formed. 
Again this year volunteers are needed to help organize, mobilize, and 
energize. Volunteer opportunities are numerous: • Volunteer to do outreach 
before the event (June, July, August, September). • Volunteer the day 
before the event (1:00 pm - 4:00 pm), September 6 • Volunteer during the 
event (7:00 am - 4:00 pm) • Volunteer to clean up after the event (3:00 pm 
- 5:00 pm). To register as a volunteer, visit the Archdiocesan webpage at: 
escobarj@sfarch.org sfarch.org/rjministry-reentry-conference 
 

 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2018 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 2, 2018 – September 9, 2018 

Sunday          - Dt 4:1-2, 6-8 -   Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27   - MK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Monday         - 1 Cor 2:1-5                                                                          - Lk 4:16-30 
Tuesday         - 1 Cor 2:10b-16                                                         - Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday    - 1 Cor 3:1-9                                                               - Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday       - 1 Cor 3:18-23                                                             - Lk 5:1-11 
Friday            - 1 Cor 4:1-5                                                               - Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday        - Mi 5:1-4a                                                        - Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 
Sunday           - Is 35:4-7a                         Jas 2:1-5                         - Mk 7:31-
37 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: August 25th & August 26th    
  Church Basket:       $1,208.13 

                                     On-Line Giving:         $650.00 
       TOTAL:     $1,858.13 

 

 




