


 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday In Ordinary Time – September 30, 2018 

 
TRIBALISM 

It is part of Christian doctrine that 
only Christians can be saved. No one comes 
to the Father except by Christ (John 14:6). 
This is a view that can encourage tribalism. 
In the Gospel Reading, the apostles see 
someone who is not among the group of 
Christ’s disciples but who is casting out 
demons in the name of Christ anyway. 
When the apostles see the man doing a 
miracle in Christ’s name, they tell him to 
stop it. As the apostles see it, unless a 
person is a member of their group, their 
tribe, he is an outsider; and, as an outsider, 
he is not among the saved. In the view of 
the apostles, that is why there is something 
wrong about that outsider’s using God’s 
power to do miracles.  

In response, Christ defends the 
outsider and rebukes the tribalism of his 
apostles. “Whoever is not against us is for 
us,” Christ tells the disciples. The outsider 
has not joined the disciples, and he doesn’t 
know the doctrines or customs the disciples 
are learning from Christ. But, in Christ’s 
view, he is still one of Christ’s own.  

So it is true that no one comes to 
the Father except by Christ. But this 
requirement makes Christ the one necessary 
and sufficient condition for salvation. It 
doesn’t say anything about any of the other 
ways by which members of a group usually 
identify themselves. As Christ sees that 
outsider, he meets the one requisite 
condition for salvation: he is for Christ. 
And so, in Christ’s view, that outsider 
counts as one of those who come to the 
Father by Christ, even if he is not an 
official member of Christ’s disciples. But 
then, you might say, who doesn’t count as 
one of Christ’s own? Who actually 
is against Christ? 

In effect, Christ answers these 
questions by giving an example of a group 
destined for perdition. It is the group of 
those who draw children away from the 
Lord or who make the vulnerable and 
helpless worse than they otherwise would 
be. Those in that group would be better off 
being dropped into the sea with millstones 
around their necks, Christ says. So here is 
what we need to remember. Even Judas was 
a member of the official tribe of Christ’s 
disciples; but in the end Judas was not one 
of Christ’s own. Real membership in the 
group of those who are Christ’s own 
depends on being for Christ, and for those 
he loves. 

Eleonore Stump 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

Agir au nom de Jésus  
 

      Voici qu’un individu qui n’appartient 
pas au groupe des disciples se permet de 
chasser les esprits mauvais en invoquant le 
Christ. Jean, l’apôtre bien aimé, est outré et 
voudrait l’en empêcher, mais Jésus ne se 
formalise pas outre mesure de l’audace de 
cet inconnu. 
      « Ne l’empêchez pas, dit-il, car celui 
qui fait un miracle, en mon nom, ne peut 
pas aussitôt après parler mal de moi ; celui 
qui n’est pas contre nous est pour nous. » 
Voilà qui est clair : L’Esprit de Dieu 
dépasse toutes les frontières,  Dieu n’exclut 
personne. Ce sont les humains qui 
s’excluent eux-mêmes en faisant le mal et 
en rejetant le bien. 
      Ce qui était vrai il y a plus de 2.000 ans 
l’est encore aujourd’hui et le Concile 
Vatican Il l’a affirmé dans sa déclaration 
sur les « relations de l’Eglise avec les 
religions non chrétiennes » approuvée le 28 
octobre 1965 par 2.221 voix contre 88…. Si 
l’Eglise a la certitude de détenir la vérité, 
nous ne pouvons pas ignorer, encore moins 
condamner, les autres courants religieux, 
surtout quand ils font preuve d’une réelle 
charité. A nous de vivre de notre mieux ce 
que nous croyons et laissons l’Esprit de 
Dieu prendre soin du reste. 
 

Fr. Etienne Siffert, S.M 
 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
Parishioners, 
 

Happy Feast of St. Jerome, patron of 
students and librarians!  
 

It was wonderful to see so many of you at 
the Lay Ministry Mass and dinner last 
weekend. 
 

At Ecole Notre Dame des Victoires 
students are Active Christians, Effective 
Communicators, Responsible Citizens, 
Lifelong Learners, and Healthy Individuals. 
We call these five traits our School-Wide 
Learning Expectations (SLE's) and we 
foster and grow these character traits in our 
students as we work to support parents as 
the primary educators of their children. 
This week, we focused on student growth 
as Active Christians and we emphasized 
showing compassion for God’s people by 
embracing ethnic, cultural, academic, and 
religious diversity. Students model this 
behavior daily but made extra efforts this 
week and it was truly beautiful to see. 
 

Have a wonderful week and God Bless, 
 

Sarah 

 
 

SATURDAY – VIGIL September 29nd         
5:15 pm     Debab Asrat 
SUNDAY September 30th         
7:30 am      Poor Souls in Purgatory † 
9:00 am       For the People of the Parish 
10:30 am    Immigrants & Refugees 
12:15 pm    Henok Telahune † 
MONDAY October 1st           
7:00 am       Marcel Avalos † 
12:10 pm     Marists † 
TUESDAY October 2nd       
7:00 am       Victims of Sexual Abuse  
12:10 pm     Intentions of Pope Francis 
WEDNESDAY October 3rd           
7:00 am        Catholic Church in China 
12:10 pm      Victims of Gun Violence 
THURSDAY October 4th     
7:00 am        Sister Una McGuinn, S.M. † 
12:10 pm      Nicholas Rose † 
FRIDAY October 5th        
7:00 am        Aster Tegene † 
12:10 pm      Ataklti Betre † 
SATURDAY October 6th  
7:00 am        Josefina Alvarado † 
 
 

 IN PRAYER, 
WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  

 
Fanny Alcosiba, Simone Ampillac, Monique 
Antolin, Jacques Arceneaux, Wondifraw 
Asrat, Michael Bartholomew, Annalyn 
Carlos, Alexandria Christakos, Andy De Los 
Reyes, Jack Flynn, Ernie Fox, Annemarie 
Gallagher, Yunina Graham, Georges Handras, 
Erich Herbitschek, Lupita Herrera, Karine 
Jardin, Charlene Haught Johnson, Diane 
Kelley, Lynn Leininger, Tom Leskie, Mike 
Leskie, Candi McMahan Lewis, Ekho Lim, 
Maria Lim, Jacqueline Lira, Grant Melton, 
Alma and Armando Morales, Dyan Ocampo, 
Christiane Pelletier, Catherine Stoner Persais, 
Rev. Matthew Peters, Joan Rasby, Vinod and 
Cynthia Sheth, Dani Stecko, Alexander 
Tabuena,  Dimitrios Tsokas, Alison Williams, 
and Michael Wonderly.   
 

PRAYER FOR HEALING 
Lord of Heaven, I rest underneath your 
mighty wings of love. I dwell within your 

gentle heart. I know there is healing in your 
touch. Through the sufferings of Christ I 
can ask for restoration and trust in your 
goodness. You are my Lord, my Saviour,  

My healer and my friend. I dwell within your 
gentle embrace. Amen. 

 

Please let us know if there is someone for 
whom you want us to pray. It is best if you 
write it down and leave the name at the office. 
If the person regains their health let us know 
so that we will remove the name from the list. 
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R.C.I.A.: ARE YOU SOMEONE OR DO YOU KNOW 
SOMEONE WHO… 

• Has expressed an interest in becoming Catholic? 
• Has a child over the age of seven who has not 

been baptized? 
• Was baptized Catholic as a child, but has not 

celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist? 

We offer an opportunity to come together in a small group 
to learn more about our faith. Sessions focus on the 
teachings and experience of Church and prepare individuals 
to celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Eucharist during the Easter Vigil on April 20, 2019. There 
are separate sessions for children or youth. You are 
welcome to participate in the process with your questions, 
your insights and your faith story in a warm accepting 
setting. For information please contact Fr. Juan 
415.397.0113 or ndveglise@ndvsf.org 
 
2018 BAL DE PARIS: Purchase your tickets now for this 
year's Bal de Paris - Le Rêve - to be held on Saturday, 
November 3, at the Four Seasons Hotel in San Francisco! 
This major fundraiser supports the school and church in 
significant areas of operation.  Visit http://bal-de-paris.org 
today to purchase your tickets or sponsor the event!  There 
is a limited supply of early bird tickets - purchase now! 
  Watch for students selling tickets after Mass or purchase 
online https://ndvsf.ejoinme.org/raffle.   Much thanks and 
appreciation goes to chairpersons Jill Bourque and Kattya 
and Patrick Breitenbach for all of their work heading up the 
event.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Bal de 
Paris 2018 chairpersons at baldeparisndv@gmail.com. 
 

!
 
MARRIED COUPLES: Fall is a beautiful season full of 
color and crisp fresh air.  A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is like autumn because it’s a weekend full of fresh 
air, new beginnings and a time to rejoice in the beauty of 
your marriage and family.  It’s a great time to rekindle 
communication and enjoy a weekend away. The next 
Marriage Encounter Weekend is November 9-11, 2018 in 
San Jose.  For more information visit our website 
at: sanjosewwme.org or contact Ken & Claranne 
at applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413. 
 

 
Please join us in celebrating the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron 
saint of animals, with a special Blessing of the Pets! The Blessing of Pets is 
an opportunity to thank God for the gifts of companionship and joy which 
pets bring into our lives and homes, and to ask God’s blessing on them.  A 
short prayer service will take place on Saturday, October 6, 2018 at 1:00 
pm inside the church and all are encouraged to bring their leashed dogs and 
other contained critters to receive a blessing. 
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 2018: Thank You – To all those 
who have already participated in the 2018 Appeal. Your gifts have helped 
our archdiocesan Church to continue teaching, preaching and serving those 
most in need of food, counsel, and security. The Church needs everyone’s 
help. Please be as generous as you can to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal. 

TO DATE: Campaign Goal: $37,574 – Number of Gifts Received: 63 – 
Total Payments Received: $16,030 –  

Goal Balance: $21,544 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to request a Mass for a specific 
intention, please call the Parish Office at 415.397.0113 and speak to our 
secretary Mertenesh. The Mass Book for 2018 is available to reserve a 
Mass Intention. Per the Archdiocese of San Francisco, the offering for a 
Mass request is $10.00. If paying by check, please make the check payable 
to the order of: MARIST FATHERS. 
 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
September 30, 2018 – October 7, 2018 

Sunday           - Nm 11:25-29            - Jas 5:1-6             - Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-
48 
Monday         - Jb 1:6-22                                                                        - Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday         - Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23                                          - Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Wednesday    - Jb 9:1-12, 14-16                                                       - Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday       - Jb 19:21-27                                                              - Lk 10:1-12 
Friday            - Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5                                            - Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday        - Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17                                              - Lk 10:17-
24 
Sunday           - Gn 2:18-24                     - Heb 2:9-11                    - Mk 10:2-16 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION: September 22nd and September 23rd   
  Church Basket:      $1,078.00 

                                     On-Line Giving:     $150.00 
       TOTAL:     $1,228.00 

 
 




