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Saturday Ma"
5:15 pm (Vigil)

Sunday Ma"es
9:00 am

10:30 am (French)
12:15 pm

Sacrament of
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Call the Rectory at (415) 397-0113
weekdays for an appointment
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Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 15, 2023 
 

 
LOOKING GOOD 

 

At the best of times, a person 
may be God’s servant; he may come to 
do God’s will, as the Psalmist says. But 
how rare those times are! Who, without 
blushing, could describe himself as 
having a life devoted to doing God’s 
will? Somewhere Nietzsche said 
derisively about Christians that they 
don’t even look like the redeemed. But 
what are the redeemed supposed to 
look like? What is it to be God’s true 
servant, to manifest the glory of God? 

It isn’t a matter of being on top 
of the world. It isn’t a matter of having 
nothing to be sad about either. The First 
Reading jumps from verse 3 to verse 5 
in the text of Isaiah. But verse 4 is the 
voice of the Messiah, and it says, “I 
have labored in vain; I have spent my 
strength for nothing. ... ” It continues 
with what is in effect the answer to the 
question raised by Nietzsche’s scornful 
claim about Christians. My God is my 
strength, the voice of the Messiah says. 
Those who are the true servants of the 
Lord are those who find their strength 
in God. 

So, Nietzsche was just wrong 
about the redemption of the Lord. The 
redeemed of the Lord aren’t those who 
look glorious in strength or in any other 
way either. The true servants of the 
Lord are those who find their strength, 
their loveliness, in the Lord. They are 
glorious in the sight of the Lord. 
Eleonore Stump 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FRENCH CORNER 

 

L’Agneau de Dieu 
 

       Le projet de Dieu : «pour que mon salut 
parvienne jusqu'aux extrémités de la terre.» 
(Isaïe 49, 6) Une fois de plus, la Bible nous dit 
que le projet de Dieu est un projet de paix, de 
salut, de bonheur et qu'il concerne l'humanité 
tout entière. Le Christ qui, à la dernière scène, 
priait pour l’unité des siens avait bien raison 
de le faire! Pour Jean, le péché du monde 
existe et nous avons toujours besoin de 
«l’agneau de Dieu» pour nous en libérer. Jean 
Baptiste désigne Jésus comme «l’Agneau de 
Dieu qui enlève le péché du monde», parce 
que par lui ce projet de salut et de paix devint 
possible. 
Je lisais dernièrement l’histoire d’un ouvrier 
que l’on pourrait appliquer à des milliers de 
personnes à travers les siècles : «Un jour, un 
homme qui aimait se moquer des chrétiens, 
demanda à un compagnon de travail : André, 
peut tu m’expliquer comment Jésus a fait pour 
changer l’eau en vin? André répondit : Je ne 
peux pas t’expliquer comment il a fait pour 
changer l’eau en vin, mais je sais qu’il y a une 
dizaine d’années, j’étais un alcoolique 
détestable, violent avec ma femme et mes 
enfants, je dépensais plus de la moitié de mon 
salaire en boisson et ma famille n’avait pas 
assez pour vivre. Un ami m’a aidé et il m’a 
parlé de Jésus. Petit à petit, je suis devenu un 
travailleur honnête et pacifique et un bon père 
de famille aimant et chaleureux. Je ne peux 
pas t’expliquer comment Jésus a changé l’eau 
en vin, mais je peux te raconter comment il a 
changé l’alcoolique que j’étais en bon père de 
famille.» Pour moi, Jésus a vraiment été 
«l’agneau de Dieu, qui enlève le péché du 
monde», l’agneau de Dieu qui a enlevé mon 
péché à moi! 
 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

       I hope you are enjoying a lovely 
Christmas season and that you have all 
fared well in the rain. Though it has been an 
inconvenience, we are grateful for the water 
that we so desperately need in our drought-
stricken state. We will be celebrating the 
start of Catholic Schools Week on January 
29, 2023, at the 9:00 AM Mass and we 
hope you will be able to join us. 
 

God Bless,  
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY, January 14th   
5:15 pm      Nino Andrew - Needs 
SUNDAY, January 15th          
9:00 am      Luisita Prieto † 
10:30 am    People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Temesgne Messaye - Needs 
MONDAY, January 16th    
7:00 am       Hanna Sahle - Healing 
TUESDAY, January 17th    
7 :00 am      Thérèse Kiskas † 
WEDNESDAY, January 18th      
7:00 am       Children of the World 
THURSDAY, January 19th    
7:00 am       For the Incarcerated 
FRIDAY, January 20th       
7:00 am       Dorothy Rodriguez † 
SATURDAY, January 21st  
5:15 pm       Gezahegne GebreWold † 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Cecille Bien, Odette Etcheverry, 
Brett Fischer, Benjamin Haller, 

Jeremiah Hallisey, Diana Munoz, 
Martha A. Gutierrez Romero, Rosario 

Cecilia Samson, Fasil Tegene, and 
Peter Wang. 

 

 
 
WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 

 
  Serawit Asfaw, Wondifraw Asrat, 

Felicitas Baricar, Mark Fischer, 
Hedwige Fernandez, Ralph González, 

Maria Elena Grimaldo, Andres 
Herrera, Paul Jae Wook Koo, 

Fernando Orantes, Valerie Meehan, 
and Nicole Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we 
will automatically remove anyone 
who has been on this list for over a 
year unless we are notified not to 
remove them. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/011523.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/011523.cfm


 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 

Christmas Time and Easter Time highlight the central 
mysteries of the Paschal Mystery, namely, the incarnation, 
death on the cross, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus 
Christ, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The 
Sundays and weeks of Ordinary Time, on the other hand, take 
us through the life of Christ. This is the time of conversion. 
This is living the life of Christ. Ordinary Time is a time for 
growth and maturation, a time in which the mystery of Christ 
is called to penetrate ever more deeply into history until all 
things are finally caught up in Christ. The goal, toward which 
all of history is directed, is represented by the final Sunday in 
Ordinary Time, the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe. 
 

****************************************** 

 
 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today’s readings provide clear and inspiring reminders of the 
most fundamental aspect of our identity — that of servants of 
our most high and holy God, His modern-day disciples, and 
stewards. John the Baptist recognized the holiness of Jesus 
and the response due to Him when he encountered Christ in 
person on the day they met at the Jordan River. His response, 
which we read in our Gospel passage from St. John was, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world… He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is coming after 
me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before 
me.’” What a powerful description of our Lord and the place 
He should rightfully have in each of our lives. He is truly our 
Savior, the only one who can free us from our sinfulness. We 
are utterly and completely dependent on His power, love, and 
mercy. Therefore, He truly does “rank ahead” of us; he 
deserves to be first, above all other priorities and plans in our 
lives. Let us examine our daily lives and encourage our 
children to do the same. Does the way I spend my time reflect 
that God comes first? Do prayer and weekly Mass, regular 
confession, and time with my family “rank ahead” of 
everything else on my calendar? Do I use my talents, skills, 
and energy to serve my family, parish and community in 
thanksgiving and recognition that God’s kingdom ranks 
ahead of any other goals or ambitions?  Do I spend my money 
and use my material possessions to glorify God? Challenge 
questions, to be sure. But questions worthy of our high 
calling as Christian stewards offered a glorious mission in 
service of our Lord and His kingdom. What will our response 
be? 

 

 

 
 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A TK OR KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 
FOR YOUR CHILD? Our school, École Notre Dame des Victoires, is a 
Catholic Elementary & Middle School, Transitional Kindergarten (TK) 
through eighth grade. NDV features strong academics and enrichment 
classes and daily French instruction located in the heart of downtown San 
Francisco. Please contact the Director of Admissions by email 
admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a school tour. School tours are held on 
most Thursdays. À bientôt!   
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES IMMIGRATION CENTER REUNITES 
FAMILIES & SERVES INDIVIDUALS FROM ALL COUNTRIES: DID 
YOU KNOW that Catholic Charities offers our immigration legal services 
to reunite families and serve individuals from all countries? With an 
experienced legal staff at our San Mateo and San Francisco offices, the 
Center provides family- and marriage-based immigration as well as 
naturalization services for a reasonable legal fee. Call 650.727.8430 to 
schedule your free consultation today! By choosing Catholic Charities to 
represent you, you will support the Center’s invaluable work consistent with 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to help local immigrants participate 
in our society so that together we seek the common good and well-being of 
all. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS AT CATHEDRAL OF ST. MARY 
OF THE ASSUMPTION: Saturday, February 4, 2023, 10:00 a.m. Mass. 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass is back at the Cathedral with Archbishop 
Cordileone, followed by a reception.  Young couples (married 5 years or 
less) are particularly encouraged to attend.  Couples celebrating 5-year 
“milestone” anniversaries (5, 10, 15, 20…) will be recognized during the 
Mass.  Register: www.anniversarymass.info Suggested donation $20/family. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
January 15, 2023 – January 22, 2023 

Sunday            - Is 49:3, 5-6                  - 1 Cor 1:1-3                        - Jn 1:29-34 

Monday          - Heb 5:1-10                                                              - Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday          - Heb 6:10-20                                                           - Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday     - Heb 7:1-3, 15-17                                                       - Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday        - Heb 7:25—8:6                                                         - Mk 3:7-12  

Friday             - Heb 8:6-13                                                             - Mk 3:13-19 

Saturday         - Heb 9:2-3, 11-14                                                   -  Mk 3:20-21 

Sunday            - Is 8:23—9:3             - 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17               -  Mt 4:12-23 
                                      

 
 

 

mailto:admissions@ndvsf.org
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