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7:00 am Monday - Friday

Saturday Ma"
5:15 pm (Vigil)

Sunday Ma"es
9:00 am

10:30 am (French)
12:15 pm

Sacrament of
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Call the Rectory at (415) 397-0113
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The Epiphany of The Lord – January 8, 2023 
 

 
THE WAY THINGS ARE 

 

In the Gospel, Reading God sent 
the Magi by means of heavenly signs to the 
baby Jesus. In the end, the signs in heaven 
were not enough; but there was a special 
revelation about this child that added the 
missing element. When they did find the 
child, the Magi left him rich gifts. And then 
God warned the Magi in a dream not to 
return to King Herod to tell him where the 
baby was.  Because of that dream, the Magi 
went home another way, and the baby was 
kept safe from Herod. Just look at all the 
things God does for this one child! Signs in 
heaven, miraculously helpful strangers, 
special messages from God, rich gifts, and 
warning dreams, divine protection against 
powerful bad people. 

How many children die who might 
have been saved if even one of these things 
had been done for them? A sign that brings 
help from afar, a special instruction from 
God, huge amounts of money, a dream that 
protects from bad guys—these things are not 
enough to keep all children from early death, 
but surely many children could have been 
saved by any of these means. Why does God 
give all these things to Jesus? Why doesn’t 
God give even some of them to all children? 
The answer to both questions is the same, I 
think.  

The first thing that happens after 
the Fall is that Abel, one of the children of 
Adam and Eve, dies at the hands of Cain, 
their other child. God could have protected 
Abel from Cain by any of the means God 
used to help Jesus—but God doesn’t do so. 
From the very beginning of our post-Fall 
world, God establishes the following policy: 
he will not force anybody to do what is good 
or omit what is evil. God will call his people 
and shepherd them—but he will not force 
them. And so countless children die because 
of the evil of other human beings. But the 
powerless baby Jesus is God’s best hope of 
healing human evil. Jesus is God’s call of 
love. And that is why God’s power can be 
used to keep Jesus from dying as a baby. He 
needs to die on the cross. That death is the 
last, most powerful call of love. 

Eleonore Stump 
 

 
 

 

FRENCH CORNER 
 

L’Épiphanie 
 

       Aujourd’hui, la visite des mages 
d’Orient contient de nombreux éléments 
pour notre réflexion chrétienne. D’autre 
part, « l’accueil » de ces sages venus 
d’Orient. Moins préparés pourtant à 
reconnaître le Messie, ce sont eux qui le 
cherchent, qui se mettent en marche, et qui, 
loin de « s'inquiéter », éprouvent « une 
grande joie ». 
       Le texte souligne que la présence de 
l’étoile procure aux sages d’Orient une 
grande joie : « À la vue de l’étoile, ils se 
réjouirent d’une très grande joie. » « Nous 
avons vu se lever son étoile et nous sommes 
venus nous prosterner devant lui ». Les 
mages sont venus non par curiosité, non pour 
apporter des présents, mais pour adorer.  
       Chaque dimanche, comme les mages, 
nous venons pour adorer le Seigneur. Nous 
venons pour rendre hommage à Dieu, pour 
le remercier, pour écouter sa parole, pour 
rencontrer la communauté chrétienne... et 
non pour assister à un spectacle intéressant. 
       Après être entré en contact avec le 
Seigneur, comme les mages, nous sommes 
invités « à retourner par un autre chemin », 
c’est-à-dire à penser d’une autre façon. 
Notre rencontre avec Dieu nous mène 
toujours à la découverte de nouvelles routes, 
de nouvelles façons de faire. 
       Comme les mages, nous sommes invités 
aujourd’hui à devenir des chercheurs de 
Dieu, des pèlerins de l’éternité, des rêveurs 
d’un monde nouveau. Cette fête nous invite 
à nous mettre en route, à suivre l’étoile, à 
partager ce que nous sommes et ce que nous 
avons, à nous prosterner et adorer, à 
chercher un autre chemin 

FROM OUR SCHOOL 
 

Parishioners, 
 

I hope that you had a wonderful Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year! It was great to 
see many of you at the Christmas masses and 
to be blessed by the beautiful music of our 
Les Anges Choir led by Mrs. Miriam Kane.  
 

This week, we welcomed 6 new students to 
NDV! We are overjoyed to have such a 
growing and vibrant school community. If 
you or anyone you know is interested in 
transferring to NDV this spring, please let me 
know and or email admissions@ndvsf.org 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Sarah Currier, Principal 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SATURDAY, January 7th    
5:15 pm       Paul Jae Wook Koo † and 
                    Sabina Og Seon Koo† 
SUNDAY, January 8th         
9:00 am      Antony Le Van Phanh † 
10:30 am    People of the Parish 
12:15 pm    Gladys R. Frontera - Needs 
MONDAY, January 9th      
7:00 am       Wondifraw Asrat † 
TUESDAY, January 10th    
7 :00 am      For the Hungry 
WEDNESDAY, January 11th      
7:00 am       Margaret Lacampagne † 
THURSDAY, January 12th    
7:00 am      Alemayewu Mengestu † 
FRIDAY, January 13th       
7:00 am       Manuel Henry - Needs 
SATURDAY, January 14th   
5:15 pm       Nino Andrew - Needs 
 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
 

Cecille Bien, Nancy Bruno, Yazmine 
Duarte, Odette Etcheverry, Jennifer Fadelli, 
Maria Noella Felipe, Brett Fischer, , Wondi 

D. S. Asrate Gutiérrez, Benjamin Haller, 
Jeremiah Hallisey, Sharon M. Haney, 

Reggio Hearn, Patrick Maher, Elizabeth 
Malana, Maria Manley, Diana Munoz, Ron 
& Erik Ongstad, Robert Potter, Martha A. 

Gutierrez Romero, Rosario Cecilia Samson, 
Juan Gil Sanchez, Fasil Tegene, Josefina 

Tapia Solis, and Peter Wang. 
 

 
 

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED 
 

Florencio Agot,  Serawit Asfaw, Jacqueline 
Archieri,Wondifraw Asrat, Felicitas 

Baricar, Madeleine Constant, Jacqueline 
Foret, Mark Fischer, Ralph González, 

Maria Elena Grimaldo, Charlene Haught 
Johnson, Paul Jae Wook Koo, Alejandro 

Lopez Luna, William McKnight, Fernando 
Orantes, Claudia Ponce Marquez, Valerie 

Meehan, Askale Munga, Daniel J. Per, 
Marie Secail, and Nicole Zambelli. 

 
 

REMEMBER OUR SICK AND 
DECEASED: 

 

Please note starting next week we will 
automatically remove anyone who has been on 
this list for over a year unless we are notified 
not to remove them. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/010823.cfm


 
Notre Dame des Victoires – Our Lady of Victories  www. ndvsf.org 

 

 

Lord God of heaven and earth, 
you revealed your only-begotten Son to 

every nation 
by the guidance of a star. 

Bless our homes. 
Fill us with the light of Christ, 

that our concern for others may reflect your 
love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
May Christ Jesus dwell with us, 

keep us from all harm, 
and make us one in mind and heart, 

now and forever. Amen. 
****************************************** 

 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

As our celebration of Christmas continues, today we observe 
the great feast of The Epiphany of the Lord. The word 
“epiphany” comes from Greek and means manifestation or 
appearance. The stewardship way of life is one in which we 
live in grateful response to God’s countless manifestations in 
our lives. Our Gospel passage, from Matthew, has much to 
teach us about stewardship, through the actions of the magi. 
As good stewards, the magi were watching for manifestations 
of God’s presence in their lives. “We have seen the star at its 
rising,” they say. Good stewards are keenly aware of the 
“star” of God’s presence and His gifts in their lives. It is this 
awareness that fills them with gratitude and the desire to both 
worship God and share His gifts with others. The magi, upon 
seeing the manifestation of God’s presence in their lives, 
“were overjoyed.” Good stewards, who live with the 
awareness of God’s presence and gifts to them, simply can’t 
help but be filled with joy. Not necessarily the fleeting and 
superficial kind of joy the world promises through wealth or 
power, but rather the deep, unalterable joy only God can give. 
Finally, the magi were so filled with awe upon encountering 
the newborn Jesus, they prostrated themselves before him 
and “opened their treasures and offered him gifts.”  This is 
precisely why good stewards generously share their material 
gifts — as a loving act of worship to an extravagantly loving 
God. Let us rejoice in God’s manifestations in our lives and 
be watchful for the new ways He is calling us to share 
ourselves and our gifts in gratitude to our King in the year 
ahead. 

 

 

 
 
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A TK OR KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM 
FOR YOUR CHILD? Our school, École Notre Dame des Victoires, is a 
Catholic Elementary & Middle School, Transitional Kindergarten (TK) 
through eighth grade. NDV features strong academics and enrichment 
classes and daily French instruction located in the heart of downtown San 
Francisco. Please contact the Director of Admissions by email 
admissions@ndvsf.org to schedule a school tour. School tours are held on 
most Thursdays. À bientôt!   
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES IMMIGRATION CENTER REUNITES 
FAMILIES & SERVES INDIVIDUALS FROM ALL COUNTRIES: DID 
YOU KNOW that Catholic Charities offers our immigration legal services 
to reunite families and serve individuals from all countries? With an 
experienced legal staff at our San Mateo and San Francisco offices, the 
Center provides family- and marriage-based immigration as well as 
naturalization services for a reasonable legal fee. Call 650.727.8430 to 
schedule your free consultation today! By choosing Catholic Charities to 
represent you, you will support the Center’s invaluable work consistent with 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops to help local immigrants participate 
in our society so that together we seek the common good and well-being of 
all. 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS AT CATHEDRAL OF ST. MARY 
OF THE ASSUMPTION: Saturday, February 4, 2023, 10:00 a.m. Mass. 
The Wedding Anniversary Mass is back at the Cathedral with Archbishop 
Cordileone, followed by reception.  Young couples (married 5 years or less) 
are particularly encouraged to attend.  Couples celebrating 5-year 
“milestone” anniversaries (5, 10, 15, 20…) will be recognized during the 
Mass.  Register: www.anniversarymass.info Suggested donation $20/family. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK 
January 8, 2023 – January 15, 2023 

Sunday            - Is 60:1-6                     - Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6                   - Mt 2:1-12 

Monday          - Is 42:1-4, 6-7                                                           - Mt 3:13-17 

Tuesday          - Heb 2:5-12                                                             - Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday     - Heb 2:14-18                                                           - Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday        - Heb 3:7-14                                                             - Mk 1:40-45  

Friday             - Heb 4:1-5, 11                                                           - Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday         - Heb 4:12-16                                                          -  Mk 2:13-17 

Sunday            - Is 49:3, 5-6                  - 1 Cor 1:1-3                       -  Jn 1:29-34 
                                      

 
 

 

mailto:admissions@ndvsf.org
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