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August 1, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

This is an unprecedented time we find ourselves in! We have found ourselves having to adjust in so many ways, and 

yet, with faith and hope in God’s loving care for us, we continue moving forward one step at a time. As a Church, we 

have striven to continue providing the sacraments and spiritual help that is even more essential in these times, when 

fear and uncertainty can cast clouds of doubt. In all our efforts, we must strike a careful balance between our 

responsibility to continue to provide the services we as a church can offer to our parishioners, and prudence to ensure 

we do it safely.  

It is with this balance in mind that we have approached the question of how to handle Religious Education classes in 

the fall. After much prayer, discernment and consultations with our catechists, several parents, Fr. Tim and the 

Archdiocese of Washington, we have decided that classes will be entirely online until Christmas. At that time, we will 

re-evaluate and decide whether to continue virtual learning until the end of the year, or whether to move back to 

classroom learning. We are so grateful for the dedication and service shown by our catechists, all volunteers, who have 

agreed to continue serving the children of our parish even in these more difficult circumstances.  

As you can imagine, our 2020-2021 Religious Education year will look much different than it has in prior years: 

 First of all, in consideration of the nature of online learning and taking into account the ages of the children 

who can benefit from this type of learning, we have decided that we will not be offering kindergarten classes 

this year; online classes will be offered to grades 1-8 only. Classes for grades 1-7 will be no longer than 45 

minutes each week; Confirmation class for grade 8 will be one hour long. 

 Secondly, instead of holding all classes on Sunday morning as in normal years, we may be hosting the 

classes on different days/times in order to best accommodate our families (it might be too difficult, for 

example, for a family with multiple children to be trying to connect all at the same time). Our catechists 

will be coordinating with their families to best determine the best time and day for their class to meet.   

 Thirdly, we have created a Google classroom for each of the different grade levels. Catechists will use their 

Google classroom to post updates, homework assignments, and to collect completed work. Families will be 

emailed the login information for their student’s Google classroom after they have registered.  

 Fourthly, in order to facilitate the best possible experience for our students, we have drawn up a list of 

expectations that must be followed by students enrolled in the virtual classes (see next page). Each family 

must sign and return the “Expectations for Online Learning” form when they register for the school year.  

In closing, upon reflection I feel there are two key themes to making this a successful year – FLEXIBILITY and 

TRUST IN GOD! We are in new territory this year, and we must have patience with ourselves and the process as our 

catechists strive to work with you the parents in this most important aspect of education for our children - that of diving 

deeper into our Faith, plumbing its depths, and helping our students come to an ever greater understanding of how 

much God loves them!  

If you have any questions or concerns at all, please do not hesitate to contact me at (301) 461-9810 or 

religiouseducation@ascensionbowie.com. I look forward to hearing from you. 

                                            In Christ, 

Maria Centeno 

DRE 

Ascension, Bowie 

 

 



Guidelines and Expectations for Virtual Learning for the 2020-2021  

Religious Education program of Ascension Catholic Church  

Our catechists are all volunteers who teach the faith as an act of service for the children of our 

parish community. With that in mind, we ask our families to value the time and effort our 

catechists put into their work by adhering to the expectations outlined for this upcoming school 

year: 

 

 It is critical that all children be logged in to the online class at the expected start time. The 

online classes run on a shorter time frame than in-class sessions, so we must maximize the 

time available to us for learning. 

 

 The 1,2,3’s: 1) Be ready to learn! 2) Be respectful of others. 3) Be sure not to eat or drink 

during the session (water is fine). 

 

 All students are encouraged have video turned on for the duration of the class. If background 

noise becomes an issue, the catechist may need to mute the sound of participants so that the 

other students can hear. Please refrain from having television or conversations going on in the 

background in the same room as the student taking the class.  

 

 To minimize distractions, students may not utilize the chat feature during class. 

 

 Attendance will be taken and students must be virtually present for at least 70% of the online 

sessions, or they will have to repeat the grade the following year. 

 

 We ask that all parents commit to ensuring their children complete their reading and 

homework that is assigned each week via Google classroom (this is a must, in order for 

students to maximize the full potential of online learning). 

 

 

Please sign below and have your student sign below that the above requirements are understood 

and will be followed to the best of your ability. We look forward to a wonderful year! 

____________________________       ____________________________      ____________________ 

Parent                                                        Child                                                       Date 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2020 Online Religious Education 

Permission and Release/Waiver Form 

 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

The 2020 Ascension Catholic Church Religious Education program will include sessions offered through an 

online platform. This activity will take place under the guidance and direction of parish employees and/or 

volunteers who are subject to the Archdiocese of Washington’s Child Protection and Safe Environment Policy. I 

will be notified of the sessions and how they will be conducted, including registration links should I want to be 

present with my child. 

 

I understand that, as parent and/or legal guardian, I remain legally responsible for any actions taken by my child 

(listed below as “participant”). My child agrees to abide by all rules and regulations outlined for participation in 

the program, including all rules and regulations outlined for any online session(s). I understand and agree that the 

Office for Catechesis and the Archdiocese of Washington will not be held liable if my child fails to cooperate 

with said regulations and that any infractions of the rules may result in immediate dismissal from the activity. 

 

I, _____________________________________ (Name of parent or guardian), grant permission for 

 

_____________________________ (Name of participant) to participate in the Ascension Catholic Church 

 

Religious Education program.  

 

Date: __________________________ 

 


