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Dear Parishioners, 

 

In accordance with the modified phase 2 reopening of Prince George's County this Monday as 

explicated by County Executive Angela Alsobrooks, we are excited to announce that we have 

officially begun celebrating public Masses at Ascension! Beginning June 20/21, weekend Masses 

will be held as follows: the 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on Saturday, and the 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 

on Sundays (for now, no 10:00 a.m. Sunday Mass). Daily Mass will be held at 9:00 a.m. in Bates 

Hall (except for Thursdays). We are starting slowly, and we will make changes as needed as we 

move through the summer.  

 

Due to the 25% capacity limit that is currently imposed on religious services, we will only be 

permitted to allow a maximum of 125 people into Bates Hall at each Mass. Based on the results of 

the parish survey responses which were pretty evenly split down the middle regarding the question 

of signing up for Mass versus first come, first served, we will be utilizing a hybrid of both methods 

for each Mass:  

 

a) The first 50 spots will be reserved via an online sign up that will be sent out each week 

through a Flocknote email (it will be sent out by Wednesday at the latest). We are asking 

that you please sign up by 10:00 p.m. the evening before the designated Mass (on the sign-

up sheet, please specify how many total members of your family will be attending). When 

you arrive at Mass, please give your family name to the usher at the front door of the hall 

as you enter, and they will check that your name is on the list.  

 

b) The remaining available spots will be first come, first served to those who come to the 

door without reservations.  

 

In order to create as safe an environment as possible, the following precautionary measures will 

be taken: 

 

- When you arrive at Bates Hall, there will be someone to welcome you. As you approach, 

please remember to keep six feet between you and the next person. We ask that you make 

every effort to come early to Mass so that seating can be worked out before Mass begins. 

Please note that if you sign up for a Mass and have not arrived by five minutes after your 

assigned Mass begins, the ushers will be authorized to give your reserved seats away to 

those who may be waiting outside for a spot, so please be sure to arrive on time! 

 

- Ushers are being trained to help facilitate bringing people to their seats so as to remain 

socially distant.  Ushers will take people to their seats, and people will have to sit where 

they are asked to sit. Of course, families will sit together; others will be seated with social 

distance between them. 

 

- Everyone who attends Mass is required to wear a face mask (except children 3 and under), 

and parishioners are encouraged to bring their hand sanitizer and/or sanitizing wipes.    



 

- There will be no singing at Mass, no Sign of Peace, and no extraordinary ministers or 

altar servers.  

 

- There will be no reception of Holy Communion on the tongue (please see below for the 

procedure for the reception of Holy Communion on the hand) 

 

- Parishioners are encouraged to use the bathroom at home before coming to church. In 

emergency situations only, the restroom in the hall may be used, but those who use it must 

thoroughly sanitize it with the provided antibacterial wipes before leaving. 

 

- Fr. Larry will not be able to shake hands or mingle with parishioners after Mass.  

 

- Due to the need to empty the building for cleaning and sanitizing before the next Mass, 

we ask you to please not remain in the church once Mass has finished. No social gatherings 

are to be held before or after Mass. 

 

As we have said before, there is no guarantee that adhering to these regulations will prevent anyone 

from contracting the virus; however, it will help reduce the risk.   

 

Remember, please do not come to Mass or visit the church or chapel if you are sick or anyone else 

in your household or family is ill.  If you are over the age of sixty, have heart or lung conditions, 

diabetes, or other medical conditions such as being immuno-compromised, we urge you to stay 

home. We know the pain of not being present in community, not being able to participate in the 

Mass and not being able to receive our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.  Our Lord knows our pain 

and our longing. Yet, in the present situation it is best to stay at home.  The dispensation of the 

obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation will remain for the foreseeable 

future.   

 

We will continue to livestream the Sunday Mass via Facebook Live. Please click "Like" on our 

Ascension Catholic Church Facebook page in order to receive a notification when we are 

livestreaming the Mass.  Unless otherwise noted, we will livestream the 12:00 noon Mass for those 

who have opted to stay at home during this time. If you do try to come to the noon Mass without 

a reservation and there is not enough room for you to be seated inside, you have the option of 

staying in your car and listening to the livestream from there, and then when it comes time for the 

distribution of Holy Communion, you are welcome to come in (wearing your mask!) and get in 

line to receive the Eucharist with everyone else. After you have received, you may go back out 

through the side door to your car. 

 

We are in search of four volunteers for each of the three weekend Masses to stay a few minutes 

afterwards to help sanitize the hall in preparation for the next Mass. If you would like to help us 

in this capacity, please contact the parish office and let us know. Thank you in advance! 

 

 

(see next page for process for reception of Holy Communion) 

 



Process for Reception of Holy Communion at Ascension Catholic Church 

 

When public Masses resume, Mass will be celebrated in Bates Hall.  Everyone will need to adhere 

to the following regarding reception of Holy Communion: 

 

 Face coverings MUST be worn by everyone except the celebrant.  Fr. Larry will wear a 

mask during the distribution of Holy Communion. 

 

 Everyone is expected to sanitize their hands upon entering the church or hall. 

 

 Fr. Larry must make several announcements at each Mass prior to distribution of Holy 

Communion regarding the process. 

 

 There will be one line in the aisle for reception of Holy Communion, as only priests and 

deacons are permitted to distribute at this time.  Those in line must be 6 feet from each 

other and people in the pews.   

 

 At this time, only those who are prepared (in a state of grace) and able to receive Holy 

Communion are to be in line.  There will be no blessings of those in line, only distribution 

of Holy Communion.  Children old enough to remain in their seats should do so. 

 

 When you approach for reception of the Host, DO NOT REMOVE YOUR MASK.   

o Everyone who receives will receive in the hand 

o Place one hand under the other while keeping your fingers together, making “a 

throne for the King” (St. Cyril of Jerusalem). 

o Fr. Larry will say “The Body of Christ”, with your MASK ON, you will respond 

“Amen” 

o Fr. Larry will place the host in your hand 

o You will immediately move 6 feet to your right or left (there will be an ‘x’ on the 

floor), remove one side of your mask, place the Host in your mouth and 

immediately replace your mask.  Once your mask is in place, turn and follow the 

arrows on the floor to return to your seat. 

 

 If Fr. Larry accidently touches your hands, he will place the ciborium on a table next to 

him, clean his hands, then resume distribution.   


