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Parishioners, friends come together 

to help Fr. Goode move to Marian 

Assisted Living 
 

The bustle began shortly after the conclusion of the 9:00 

a.m. daily Mass on Wednesday, December 26th.  All day 

long, with the help of Fr. Larry and several friends and 

parishioners, Fr. Goode made the transition from 

Ascension, his parish family for over ten years, to his new 

place of residence at the Marian Assisted Living in 

Brookville. Among his possessions that were carefully 

packed and then set up at his new place, were his framed 

pictures of past camping trips, his computer, and his TV. 

His vestments and the silver chalice which had been given 

to him by his parents were brought along, as well as a 

special chalice left to him by his former classmate and 

priest from Baltimore, Fr. Hill. Before he left, Fr. Goode 

went next door to the parish offices and said goodbye to 

the parishioners and staff that were there, and then it was 

off to Brookville. When he arrived, the staff hugged him 

and told him they were glad to have him. They have a 

reputation for spoiling the priests who come to stay, for 

really taking care of them. The facility was originally a 

seminary that belonged to the Marians, a religious order; 

since 2000, it has been in use by Victory Housing, an arm 

of the Archdiocese of Washington for affordable housing 

for seniors and low-income families. The Divine Mercy 

Chapel is located on the premises, adorned with beautiful 

stained glass and accessible to all the residents. Fr. Goode 

was all settled in by about 5:30 p.m. later that evening, 

tired but happy. As he expressed to Santa Bigony, a 

parishioner of Ascension and friend, he loved Ascension 

and enjoyed his time here. He valued the friendships he’d 

made, the people with whom he had talked and gone to 

dinner. He had a special place in his heart for the Sodality 

at Ascension; every month, he had gone to the meetings 

and offered prayerful reflections at their meetings. He 

would miss them and all the parishioners of Ascension, he 

said, and he hoped that people would stop by to visit from 

time to time. 

 

A book has been set up in the back of the church for 

parishioners to write notes of gratitude or farewell, or to 

express appreciation for the blessing that Fr. Goode has 

been to them personally or to the parish. It will also be 

available during the week for visitors to write in. Although 

he has moved on from Ascension, Fr. Goode will continue 

to remain in our hearts and prayers. 
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     Fr. Goode standing outside of Ascension on the day       

     he left for Marian Assisted Living 

 
 

Fr. William Francis Goode ~ A Biography 
 

Fr. William Francis Goode, the only child of his 

parents William and Hannah, grew up in Washington, 

D.C. and, as many may recall from his homilies, 

converted to Catholicism while attending Holy 

Comforter School. He graduated from Gonzaga 

College High School, attended St. Charles College in 

Catonsville and earned his theology degree from St. 

Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore. Fr. Goode was 

ordained to the priesthood on May 28, 1960 at the 

Cathedral of St. Matthew. 

 

His assignments included Holy Redeemer in 

Kensington (7 years), Christ the King in Silver 

Spring (2 years), St. Raphael’s in Rockville (1969-

70), St. Stephen Martyr in DC (1970-72), and St. Pius 

X in Bowie (1972-76).  He was then named pastor of 

Sacred Heart Parish in Bushwood and principal of 

Holy Angels-Sacred Heart School in Avenue.  In 

1994, he became pastor of St. Mary Star of the Sea in 

Indian Head (12 years).  He was then a senior priest 

at St. John the Evangelist in Clinton. 

 

Fr. Goode retired in 2007 and moved to Ascension at 

the invitation of Fr. Joseph Calis.  He remained active 

in ministry until a few months ago, offering Mass at 

least 3 days a week, hearing confessions, teaching 

Bible study class, and as spiritual director for the 

Ladies Sodality, where he provided reflections and 

spiritual guidance. Following Fr. Kyle Ingels’ 

departure to Colorado Springs in 2014, the 

Archdiocese asked Fr. Goode to step out of 

retirement and serve as the administrator for the 

Ascension until one could be appointed. Ever 

attentive to his ordination promises, Fr. Goode said 

yes and managed the parish until Fr. Juan Esposito-

Garcia was appointed as the new administrator. 

When the schedule allowed, he continued his avid 

enjoyment of nature, often traveling many miles to 

camp and hike in the mountains – sometimes even 

encountering a few bears.  Fr. Goode also enjoys 

sports (baseball is a favorite) and playing golf with 

Harry Givens, reading, history and teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Goode settled into his new studio 

suite at Marian Assisted Living, 

watching a ballgame.  


