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Epiphany play held at Ascension 
 

On Saturday, January 5th, after the conclusion of the 4:00 

p.m. vigil Mass for the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord, 

children of the Ascension Homeschool Co-op and 

Religious Education program participated in an Epiphany 

play in the church. The acting and narration talents of the 

children were on fine display and enhanced by the classic 

Christmas hymns sung throughout the course of the play 

by our music director, Kevin Schellhase and the Folk 

Group. A remarkable replica of the stable stood as the 

highlight before the altar in front of the church, designed 

and built by parishioner Jacqueline Murray, who had 

volunteered to utilize her impressive DIY and building 

talents in constructing the set. The costumes worn by the 

young actors and actresses also greatly enriched the 

evening’s efforts, thanks to the hard work of parishioner 

Donna Dietrich, who led a handful of parents in costume 

design. It was fun and memorable for all the children 

involved, and a small token of our gratitude that we could 

give to our Savior as the holiday season draws to a close.   

 

Parishioners share memories of Fr. 

Henry, former pastor of Ascension 
 

On Saturday, January 5th, we received news that Fr. Henry 

Januszkiewicz had passed away. He was 81 years old. He 

had been living in Florida in his retirement, but he was 

still remembered and loved here in Bowie by those who 

had been parishioners of Ascension during his time as 

pastor here. In the next couple of issues, we will publish 

memories of Fr. Henry that a number of parishioners of 

Ascension have graciously agreed to share. 

 

Father Henry married my husband and I at Ascension in 

1992. At that time you just met with Fr. Henry (with 

cigarette in hand) and he gave you the wisdom for a 

successful faith-filled marriage.  Mainly, he told us to 

never go to sleep mad at each other, talk it out– something 

we still say to each other to this day when we have a 

disagreement.  Fr. Henry’s smile and wink would brighten 

any room and he will forever be in our prayers and hearts. 

- Christi Pearson 

 

After 25 years with my wife Phyllis, we were causing each 

other much stress, which was negatively affecting our 

marriage. A few counseling meetings with Father Henry 

and we were back on track again. Our love for each other 

continued to grow deeper over the decades that followed. 

Thanks to Father Henry our marriage lasted over 55 

years until Phyllis' passing in October of last year. 

 

Phyllis and I were 

involved with a number 

of other Ascension par-

ishioners in a money-

raising plan by Father 

Henry to replace the old 

Ascension church was 

had been burned down by 

an arsonist in November 

of 1977.  Father had cut 

out and distributed pages 

from a directory contain-

ing the mailing addresses of thousands of parishes around 

the country. A letter was composed with the sad story and 

a picture of the old burned down Ascension church.  The 

letter requested donations from the parishes contacted to 

help rebuild the church. The plan was quite successful 

until Cardinal Baum, then head of the Archdiocese of 

Washington, started to receive complaints. Father Henry 

was told to halt his plan, but by then many thousands had 

been contributed to the construction of the new church. 

Then there was BINGO....and Casino Gambling, which 

raised much, much more money, before it too had to be 

halted. Father Henry was dedicated to completing the 

project. I had heard that when the plans for a traditional 

looking Ascension church were presented to the 

Archdiocese for approval, they were rejected. The story 

goes that Father Henry contacted his good friend Pope 

John Paul II at the Vatican, requesting help in getting his 

plans approved. Well, as you can see, the beautiful, 

traditional church WAS built, thanks to Father Henry's 

persistence and his contact with his Polish friend. 

- Richard Zwirko, Ascension parishioner from  

    1980 to 2008 

         To be continued… 


