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The parable of the wise and foolish virgins is one of those passages from the 

Gospels that make many people think, “something doesn’t sound right.”  When the 
foolish virgins who brought no oil for their lamps tell the wise virgins to share their 
oil, the wise virgins refuse, saying, “No, for there may not be enough for us and you.  
Go instead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.”  And then, when the 
foolish virgins go off to get the oil, the bridegroom finally arrives, and they are shut 
out of the wedding feast and refused entry when they return. 

 
We know that Jesus taught us to be unselfish and to help those in need (cf. Mt 

5:42), and so we might think the parable should have the wise virgins come to the 
rescue of the foolish virgins.  But they don’t, and so, the parable sounds to some like 
a contradiction of Our Lord’s other teachings.  But, of course, Jesus would and could 
never contradict Himself, because He was the divine Son of God – He was God 
Himself –, so we need to ask what He was teaching us in this parable that is 
consistent with His other teachings. 

 
After telling the parable, Jesus summarizes His teaching by saying, “Therefore, 

stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  The parable is a lesson in 
being ready and prepared to meet Christ, either when He comes again in glory, or 
when our earthly lives end and we go to meet Him.  For, we know from Sacred 
Scripture that “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ” to give an 
account of our lives here on earth and to receive a recompense for how we lived in 
the body (2Cor 5:10).   

 
Christ was teaching us to be wise and vigilant, and not like the foolish virgins, 

so that we are ready to meet Him whenever that might be.  And getting ready to meet 
Christ is not something that others can do for us, or that we can do for others.  No one 
can make the conversion that’s required for another soul.  We can remind and 
encourage others to turn to Christ, but we cannot convert their souls for them.  (Most 
of us have enough trouble converting our own souls, never mind trying to convert 
another soul.)  Each soul can only decide for itself whether to turn to Christ.  That’s 
why the wise virgins did not just give their oil to the foolish virgins.  Each of us is 
responsible for preparing our own soul to meet Christ. 

 
But the good news is we have our whole lives to get ready to meet Christ.  Our 

whole lives here are really a time of preparation for the great day when we will meet 
Christ Our Savior and give an account of our lives.  Because God created us and is 



the source of our being, God is the ultimate end and goal toward whom we should be 
moving in our lives.1  And, we know that by rising from the dead, Christ converted 
death from the punishment for sin into the pathway to eternal life.  We know that 
when our lives here have ended, we will close our eyes for the last time on this world, 
and then open them upon the life to come.   

 
   And, one of the most important things Our Lord revealed to us is that how we 

live this life here on earth determines how and where we will live for eternity (cf. Lk 
16:19-31).  Heaven is not guaranteed for anyone.  It is a gift from God that must be 
accepted by our own free will.  This is what makes our lives here so dramatic, and it’s 
why St. Paul said we “work out [our] salvation with fear and trembling” (Phil 2:12).  

 
And so, throughout our lives, we should be preparing ourselves spiritually for 

death.  We Christians should not have an antiseptic attitude about death.  Our faith 
tells us that Christ conquered death (cf. Rev 21:4; 1Cor 15:55), and that those who 
believe in Him will live, even if they die (Jn 11:25), and so, we should accept death 
as an inevitable reality, not be afraid of it, and try to be ready for it.  We never know 
when our death will be, which is why Christ said, “Therefore, stay awake, for you 
know neither the day nor the hour.”  
 

There is a spiritual tradition in the Church during the month of November, 
when we pray for the faithful departed, to make a prayerful meditation on our own 
death.  This is not meant to make us morbid or depressed, but rather to help us 
prepare for death with better faith and peace.  In such a meditation, in peaceful prayer 
and quiet, we can think about what the moment of our death might be like.  For 
example, we can ask ourselves and God, “Where will I most likely be?  Who might 
be with me?  What will I be thinking about?  Will I be ready?  Will I be scared?  Will 
my faith in Christ be weak, or will it be strong?  Will I be praying?  Will I receive the 
last sacraments?  Will I have any regrets about how I lived?  Will I be at peace?” 

 
These are just some of the questions we can ask in such a meditation, to see 

what we might need to do now, while we still have time, to get ready to meet Christ.  
The goal for all of us is to be ready with oil in our lamps, with deep faith and hope, 
with sorrow for our sins, but a confident trust in God’s mercy, and even with an 
eagerness to meet the One who gave His life to make our salvation possible.   

                                                
1 ITC, “In Search of a Universal Ethic: A New Look at the Natural Law” (2009), 63: “The Creator is not only 
the principle of creatures but also the transcendent end towards which they tend by nature.  Thus creatures 
are animated by a dynamism that carries them to fulfill themselves, each in its own way, in the union with 
God.  This dynamism is transcendent, to the extent to which it proceeds from the eternal law, i.e., from the 
plan of divine providence that exists in the mind of the Creator.  But it is also immanent, because it is not 
imposed on creatures from without, but is inscribed in their very nature.” 


