
SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 
Rev 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24; 1Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a 

November 1, 2020 
Fr. David Pignato 

 
 Today’s Solemnity of All Saints is the feast of the unsung heroes in the 
Church.  It’s the day that the Church honors all those souls who have gone to 
Heaven but who may not have been popularly known as saints in this life.  The 
Church tries hard to identify her saintly members, and she often celebrated 
canonizations to honor new saints, but she also knows that many saints go 
unnoticed and may not be recognized while or after they lived.  So, on this annual 
celebration of All Saints, the Church honors all those unknown souls who have 
been rewarded with salvation.  And this great feast also serves to inspire each of us 
to pursue the same sanctity and holiness of life that leads to Heaven.  
 
 It’s important to remember that to be a saint does not mean to be perfect.  No 
one is perfect in this life, because we have all been affected by the Fall.  We all 
experience a tendency to sin and have to resist temptations.  But the saints are 
those who persevered in this life, in spite of our sinful condition, and who strove to 
live as God has taught us.  They are the ones who were honest and contrite about 
our need to resist sin and who persevered in living a life of grace.  They lived a life 
of heroic virtue, which may or may not have been noticed by others. 
 
 For example, on this feast of All Saints, the Church is thinking of the early 
Christians who were martyred for their faith in Christ, but whose names were 
never recorded.  She’s thinking of the soldier in countless wars who courageously 
sacrificed his life to save others, but whose actions may have been seen only by 
God.  She’s thinking of the person who heroically endured injustice in this life 
without becoming bitter or losing faith in God.  She’s thinking of the woman who 
spent her life, without complaint, taking care of a disabled child or relative.  She’s 
thinking of the father who labored day and night for years in unpleasant jobs to 
support his family.  She’s thinking of the young man or young woman who 
persevered in preserving purity and in resisting the sinful influence and temptations 
of an impure culture.  The Church is thinking of all those who persevered in faith 
and in friendship with God, and whose souls have now been given eternal life.  
These are the people who longed to see the face of God and whose holiness was 
seen and known by God, even if it was not noticed and recognized by others.  And 
they deserve a feast day in the Church just as much as the saints who were well 
known. 
 
 This annual feast of All Saints is also a time to remember that all of us are 
called to be saints, too.  Remember: to be a saint does not mean to be perfect, but it 



does mean to persevere in pursuit of heroic virtue.  One of the most important 
teachings of the Second Vatican Council was to emphasize the universal call to 
holiness – the truth that everyone in the Church is called by Christ to live a holy 
life (cf. LG, 39).  This is because Christ said to His disciples, “So be perfect, just as 
your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt 5:48), and it’s because God wants all souls to 
live with Him forever in Heaven (cf. 1Tim 2:4).  “The Lord Jesus, the divine 
Teacher and Model of all perfection, preached holiness of life to each and every 
one of His disciples of every condition. … Therefore, all the faithful of Christ are 
invited to strive for the holiness and perfection of their own proper state.  Indeed 
they have an obligation … so [to] strive” (Lumen Gentium, 40, 42).   
 
 Holiness, though, can seem so vague and abstract, and can begin to seem 
impossible for many of us.  But it gets more practical and visible when we consider 
that the ingredients of holiness are the virtues, and virtues are habits to do what is 
good (cf. CCC, 1804).  The virtues are the “tools of holiness,” and they are what 
we should target if we want to be a saint.  And the good thing about the virtues is 
that they are possible for everyone.  Virtues are habits, and habits are acquired by 
repeated action.  So, for example, if we want to be an honest person, we only need 
to practice telling the truth.  If we want to be a forgiving person, we only need to 
make repeated decisions to forgive.  If we want to be a generous person, we only 
need to practice making sacrifices for others.  This is good news, because 
sometimes we think the saints were born perfect.  But they were not.  They were 
fallen like the rest of us.  But they were not satisfied with their fallen nature.  They 
strove to rise above it by acquiring virtue and living as Christ taught. 
 
 All of this means that holiness is possible for all of us.  Sanctity is something 
that is within everyone’s reach.  Of course, holiness is not easy, because of the 
reality of temptations.  In fact, holiness is more difficult than any other 
accomplishment or achievement in life, and for that reason it is avoided by many.  
But holiness is not impossible because of the reality of God’s grace, which is 
divine assistance to the soul, to help the will to choose what is right and good.   
 

If ever we start to think that we can’t be a saint because of something that 
has happened in our lives, we should remember this: few of us can control what 
happens to us, but all of us can control how we choose to respond, and that’s what 
matters most to God.  It’s also a challenging and inconvenient truth that, if at the 
end of our lives we are not a saint, there will be only one reason, and that will be 
because we chose not to be one.  This is difficult to admit, but it’s true.  Everyone 
is called by God to be holy, and holiness is possible for everyone.  And all the 
saints in Heaven are rooting for us to join them.   


