
CELEBRATE EASTER VIGIL at Home 
LESSON for Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil 

 
Today’s topic is Holy Saturday and Easter Vigil 
Holy Saturday is the day after Good Friday. It is the day before Easter and Sunday the last day of Holy week, in which Catholics prepare 
for Easter. This day commemorates the day that Jesus Christ's body laid in the tomb.  
 
What is Easter Vigil? The Easter Vigil takes place after sundown on the night before Easter (i.e., Holy Saturday). The Easter Vigil is 
generally seen as the most important service of the year. This service celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and it breaks into four 
parts: the Service of Light - a fire is blessed and the Paschal or Easter candle lit, followed by the Liturgy of the Word (taken from various 
parts of the Bible from Genesis to the Gospels and highlight God’s work from Creation to Christ’s resurrection, then the baptismal 
ceremony for new members, and lastly the Eucharist.  

 
What do we do on Holy Saturday? 
On this Holy Saturday, we can do something different from what we use to do on other Saturdays. We can spend time in prayer, 
cleaning, baking Easter cookies, and read the Bible and the most important is remember the Passion and death of Jesus and prepare 
for his Resurrection at Easter Vigil. Again, this year we will not be able to participate in this most scared Liturgy. But we can watch it 
online and follow this lesson plan to help you and your family celebrate and a joyful Easter. 

 

Set Environment: prepare and set up a prayer table on your family’s coffee table with a white tablecloth, a candle for each family 

member, Bible, and Easter flower. Weather permitting, we can go to the back yard and build a fire for the service of light. If not, we 
can use the candles. Prepare a large plain white candle for the activity. 

 
Goal: To celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ 
Live It: Celebrate family Easter traditions 
Saint of the Day is Isidore of Seville  
 
I. OPENING PRAYER 
Choose a leader – could be anyone in your family 
 

Leader: Let us bow our head and pray. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Family: Amen 
Leader: Light a candle for all people in the world who are unable to celebrate Easter 
Kid: Dear God, thank you for giving us such good gifts. For our families who love us. For yummy food and tasty 

drink. For so many different beautiful animals. For parks with tall trees and soft grass. For birds that fly among 

the clouds. For seas and streams that are fun to paddle in. And thank you for your son Jesus. We like to read 

about him in the bible. He taught his disciples about you. He healed people who were sick. He walked on 

water, And even died and came back to life. Help us to remember all the things he did. And celebrate him on 

this special day. Amen    ~prayer courtesy of www.living-prayers.com.~ 

II: ACTIVITY:  Preparing/decorating your family Paschal (Easter) Candle. Here how it works? 

 
 
 
 

https://www.liveabout.com/easter-traditions-for-families-3129336
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-isidore-of-seville/
https://www.living-prayers.com/index.html
https://www.elizabethclareblog.com/how-to-make-a-paschal-candle-at-home/


 
III: SERVICE OF LIGHT  
Invite everyone to come around the fire pit, bring the Paschal candle to light it later and process back into the 
house with it after the blessing of the fire. Don’t forget to turn off all lights in the house.  
 
Option A: For family without fire pit or doing this from inside, follow these steps: 

1. Place the Paschal candle on a table where your family gathers for this prayer service and light it.  
2. The leader will say this pray over the new fire: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the 

darkness of our hearts and minds. 
3. Everyone gets a candle and lights it from the Paschal Candle, and then place it on the table around the 

Paschal candle. 
Option B: For family with fire pit in the back yard, follow these steps: 

1. Start a fire in your outdoor fire pit 
2. Leader says this pray over the fire: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our 

hearts and minds. 
3. Light the Paschal Candle and bring it in to the home stopping three times and the person holding the 

candle elevates it and leader says: Christ our light. Everyone responds: Thanks be to God. 
4. Place the candle on a table where the remainder of the in-home prayer service will take place.  

 
The Proclamation of Easter: Listen to this glorious song: Exultet. You can find full text here.  
 
IV: LITURGY OF THE WORD 
During the liturgy of the word, we hear a lot of readings. Traditionally, there are 9 readings: seven from the Old 
Testament and two from the New Testament. Not all are required to be read, but at least three Old Testament readings 
be read, including the reading from the Exodus chapter 14. Or you can find them all here or from your child’s Bible. 
 

1. the story of creation, Gen 1:1-2; 2 
2. Abraham and Isaac, Gen 22:1-18 
3. Crossing of the Red Sea, Exodus 14:15–15:1 
4. Isaiah 54:5-14 
5. Isaiah 55:1-11 
6. Baruch 3:9-15.32–4:4 
7. Ezekiel 36:16-17.18-28 

 
After these readings the Church will sing the glorious GLORIA, at this time invite kids to bring out the bells, music 
instrument, toy or anything you can make glorious sound for the Lord and turn on the light. Take some time to sound the 
bell….and then invite everyone to sit down and listen to the reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans. 
 
Reader: A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 6:3-11  

Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life. 
For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the 
resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified with him, so that our sinful body might be done away with, 
that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. For a dead person has been absolved from sin. If, then, we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no 
more; death no longer has power over him. As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he lives 
for God. Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMfIHoJiqbk
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/easter/easter-proclamation-exsultet.cfm
https://www.stgens.org/ff-at-home


After this reading invite everyone to stand and sing the ALLELUIA and then proclaim the Gospel reading.  
 
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of Mark 16:1-7.  

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see 
the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white 
as snow. The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men. Then the angel said to the women 
in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised 
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ Behold, I have told you.” Then they 
went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce this to his disciples. And behold, 
Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
V: CLOSING with the LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
As we are unable to receive the Eucharist in person, we are asking the Risen Lord to stay in our home and in 
our hearts. Let us mindful of the presence of the Holy Eucharist, and say together, "Lord, let me receive you 
into my heart. Lord, let this celebration of your Resurrection fill me with new life. Lord, let me be the one you 
call to share the good news with my sisters and brothers." ~ Prayer courtesy of Fr. Andy Alexander, S.J. 

 
Leader leads in closing the lesson: “May our Lord who offers us the graces of this Easter Vigil celebration in a 
very special way this year, allow our celebrations at home to be full of grace and especially the graces each of 
us need to be renewed in the gift of the Resurrection.” ~ Prayer courtesy of Fr. Andy Alexander, S.J. 
 

Thanks be to God! Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Let us join in singing:  Hallelujah Chorus from Handel's Messiah. 
Praised by Jesus, Christ, our Risen Lord and Savior! To him be Glory forever and ever!  
 
Live It: Celebrate your family Easter traditions or start a new one. 
 
 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/HW-Easter-Vigil-at-home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7YaGwI7GjlA
https://www.liveabout.com/easter-traditions-for-families-3129336

