
Please wear a mask, sanitize hands, keep social 
distance inside the church. Keep everyone safe 

Fourth Sunday of Advent—December 20, 2020 
Masses Sat. 4:00 pm, Sunday, 7:30, 10:00, 11:30 

Sun. 8:30 Vietnamese, Livestream  4 pm Mass 

Christmas Eve Dec 24: 4:00 and 8:00 
Christmas Day Dec 25: 10:00 Children’s choir 

11:30 Vietnamese choir 

  Enjoy our children’s Christmas Carols this 
Sunday, Dec. 20, at 11:00 between Masses to 
share the Christmas spirit as we wait for the 

birth of Jesus.  

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
Altar Candle: Catherine Cerniglia+   (Grandchildren) 

Sunday  December 20, 2020   

7:30am Ann Oko+(Husband) 

8:30am Parish Family 

10:00am Anthony Tarbocchia+ (Mom & brother) 

11:30am      Daisy Van Der Henst+(Famiy) 

 Eael Bracken+ (Joe Bracken)  

Monday December 21, 2020  

8:30am Francesco Sclafani+ (Worhacz family) 

Tuesday December 22, 2020  

8:30am  Robert Skaggs+ (Sue Ellen, wife)  

Wednesday  December 23, 2020 

8:30am Souls in Purgatory (Thomas family) 

Thursday December 24, 2020 Christmas Eve 

8:30am Lucy Hite (Hite family) 

 Catherine Cerniglia+ (Grandchildren) 

4:00pm Elenor & William Fickel+ (Worhacz family) 

 Elizabeth Chopin+ (Kathleen Ryan) 

8:00pm Art Morrill+ (Joe & Peggy Genalo) 

Friday           December  25, 2020 Blessed Christmas  

  All enrolled in the Christmas Novena of Masses 

10:00am   Chambers, Louszko, Smigielski families  

  (Frank & Pat Smigielski) 

11:30am  Vietnamese Mass: Rex Perera+ (Family) 

Saturday   December 26, 2020 Christmas Novena of Masses 

8:30am  Bonnie Knox+ (Richard Knox) 

4:00pm  Thomas M. Robson+( Maureen Robson) 

 Donald Jay+ (Mary Webb)  

Christmas blessings to all the families in our 
Faith Formation Program. Enjoy your winter 

break over the next two weeks. We return to 
class on Jan. 10. See you in church at Mass. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 



Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Have the Faith and Trust 
to Follow in God’s Will  

“Mary said, ‘Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me ac-
cording to your word.’”  – 
Luke 1:38  
     The Church celebrates the 
4th Sunday of Advent with the 
Gospel passage from Saint Luke the account of the Annun-
ciation when the angel Gabriel announces to Mary that 
she will give birth to the Savior.  
 
     Just imagine for a moment how this young teenage girl 
must have felt at that moment. The scripture tells us she 
was “greatly troubled” at the angel’s greeting and won-
dered what it meant. Yet, the angel assures her that there 
is no need to be afraid for she has found favor with God.  
 
     Then the angel says, “you will conceive and bear a son 
and you shall name him Jesus.” Mary responds, “How can 
this be?” The angel says, paraphrasing, ‘don’t worry, the 
Holy Spirit will come upon you and God will make this pos-
sible. And, as proof of this, I tell you that your relative, 
Elizabeth, believed to be too old to have a child, is also 
expecting, because nothing is impossible with God.”  
 
     Most any woman would think this was a dream, that 
she must be hallucinating or imagining it. But Mary was no 
ordinary woman. She was favored by God and consented 
to His promises. Her faithful response, known as her fiat, 
was, “I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done unto 
me according to your word.”  
 
      How often do we question God and his motives? Is 
God really asking me to do what I think He’s asking? All of 
us want the certainty that what we are doing is based on 
God’s will. We may not have an angel sent to us to deliver 
the message as Mary did, but we do have the Holy Spirit 
in our hearts to guide us and give us assurance.  
 
     Ask the Lord today to give you a heart of trust, obedi-
ence and faith, a heart of discernment and prayer. For 
when you invite God into the decisions that you have to 
make, both big and small, He will lead you and guide you 
to do what’s best. It takes faith and trust to follow God’s 
will. This is just another way we can Courageously Live the 
Gospel. May you and your loved ones have a Merry Christ-
mas!  - Bishop Gregory Parkes 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Entrance: Emmanuel (#56) 
Refrain: Come, come, Emmanuel! Son of God, appear. 
Heaven and earth, rejoice! Salvation is drawing near. 
Salvation is drawing near. 
Verse 1: 
O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God ap-
pear. (to Refrain) 
Verse 2: 
O Come, O Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things 
mightily; To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in 
her ways to go. (to Refrain) 
 
Presentation: Jesus, Hope of the World 
Refrain: Jesus, hope of the world, Jesus, light in our dark-
ness, here we await you, O Master Divine. Here we receive 
you in bread and in wine: Jesus, hope of the world. 
Verse 1: 
Come to us, O Son of God! (Come, Lord Jesus!) 
Come to us, O Son of Man! (Come, Lord Jesus!) 
Come, Son of God! Come, Son of Man! 
Shepherd your people in love! 
Verse 2: 
Come to us, O Promised King! (Come, Lord Jesus!) 
Come to us, O Promised Peace! (Come, Lord Jesus!) 
Come, Promised King! Come, Promised Peace! 
Come and be Lord of our hearts! 
 
Communion: Ready the Way (#51) 
Refrain: Ready the way, ready the way, ready the way of the 
Lord. Ready the way, ready the way, ready the way of the 
Lord. 
Verse 1: 
Make straight the road, raise the valleys, and mountains 
make low. 
Turning from sin, let the broken be whole, and ready the 
way of the Lord. (to Refrain) 
Verse 2: 
As we wait for you, give us the strength to walk in your 
truth,  
so we may love more like you and ready the way for you, 
Lord. (to Refrain) 
 
Sending Forth: Let the Valleys Be Raised (#48) 
Refrain: Let the valleys be raised and the mountains made 
low. Every meadow and field overturn. 
Make the pathway straight and the highway run smooth 
for the coming of God in our day. 
Verse 1: 
God, you come to your people as you promised of old. 
You have raised up a Savior in the sight of us all. (Refrain) 
Verse 2: 
You, little child, go before him like the prophets of old, 
bringing news of his coming by the mercy of God. (Refrain) 
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THE JOURNEY.  A WAY TO DEEPEN YOUR  
EXPERIENCE OF JESUS 

     We have concluded the first series in the Journey.  
It was well received by most who partic-
ipated, stating they felt a bond with oth-
ers as they each experienced Christ in 
their own way, but shared the same 
connection with God.   
     We will begin the second series of 
the Journey in January.  Currently we 
have groups that meet on Wednesday at 9:30 am 
and 2 pm and Thursday at 1 pm.  If you are interest-
ed in joining one of these groups or adding another 
group, please call Chris at 727-938-1974, ext. 1. 

Fourth Week of Advent 
     Today, pray with gratitude to 
Christ as you light the three purple 
and one rose candle on your Advent 
wreath.  Finish with saying this pray-
er: 
     Stir up your might, we pray, O 
Lord, and come; rescue us through 
your great strength so that salvation, which has been 
hindered by our sins, may be hastened by the grace 
of your gentle mercy.  Who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Parish Mass Offering December 13, 2020 
Sunday Offertory—$6,454.—Mass Count 480 
Last year Offertory—$8,211.—Mass Count 832 

On line Giving—$2,558.96 /Religious Retirement $1,028. 

 Candle Money $113./ You can follow the Mass on Face-

book live streaming the Sat. 4:00 Mass for the week.   

Thank you for keeping your eye on this page. We are 

here for you. The work of the parish continues, so call or 

stop in 9:00 to 2:00. 

Visit www.svdpfl.com to sign up for online giving! 

Consider coming to weekday Mass at 8:30 to receive Holy 

Communion or spend some quiet time in prayer.  Open 

from 8 am to 8 pm. 

Readings for the Week of December 20, 2020 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  2 Sm 7:1-16; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38 
Monday Saint Peter Canisius,  
 Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18; Lk 1:39-45 
Tuesday 1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
Wednesday Saint John of Kanty,  
 Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
Thursday 2 Sm 7:1-16; Lk 1:67-79 
Christmas Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-25; Mt 1:18-25 
Friday Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
 Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
 Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18  
Saturday Feast of Saint Stephen, First Martyr 
 Acts 6:8-10, Acts 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 
Sunday Feast of the Holy Family  
 Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; 
                Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17; Lk 2:22-40  

Sending Birthday wishes to Barbara Gardiner as she 
begins a new decade of life and meets some new 
challenges. Barbara 
for many years was 
the manager of our 
parish gift store, active 
in Our Lady’s Guild, 
and served on the Par-
ish Council.  
Life is hampered with 
covid-19 restrictions, 
but she able to get out 
doors to celebrate her 
birthday with family 
and friends. You can 
give Barbara a call at 
727-642-6984, or drop her a note at Trinity Place As-
sisted Living, Old County Rd 54, NPR, FL 34659. 



Fourth Sunday in Advent 

WORD OF APPRECIATION 
     This past week we paid bills including: Pest Con-

trol $150 and Needy $750. 

     On our Christmas gift list we are asking for:  

 Cameras and system to livestream $7,000. 

 Music Licensing to livestream $   675. 

 

     These gifts will be helpful so that the homebound 

and parishioners who do not feel safe returning to 

Mass yet can receive high quality livestreaming.  This 

technology will continue long term to help us bring 

the message of the liturgy and to share other activi-

ties in the parish. 

    Thank you for your support by giving to the Annual 

Pastoral Appeal.  Our goal is $89,275 and we have 

pledges of $69,607.  To date $65,500.16. has been 

paid.  From our 618 registered families 242 have 

made pledges, with the average pledge being $285. 

Now is a good time to make your pledge. Show your 

appreciation for work of the Diocese with a generous 

gift to the Annual Pastoral Appeal. Help us reach our 

goal.    

      We thank all who are unable to come to church 

and still send your contributions to help meet our 

costs and carry out our ministries . Thank you and 

God Bless you! 

 Sunday—20th 
Fourth Week of Advent 
Faith Formation Christmas  
     Hymns 11 am in Church 
Faith Formation Class 11 am  
 

Monday—21st 
Share the Word 10 am 
SVdP Food Pantry 1 pm 
Divine Mercy 1 pm 
Divine Will 3 pm 
K of C Gen Mtg. 7 pm 
Ladies Auxiliary 7 pm 

Tuesday  - 22nd 
 

Wednesday—23rd 
 

An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and said, 
“you are to name him Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” Matt. 1:21.  

Receive the sacrament of Reconciliation before 
Christmas: Times for Confes-
sion: Thursday, Dec. 17, at 
3:00—and 7:00. And on Sat-
urday, Dec. 19, 5:00 pm. 
Two priests available  

With a Father’s Heat. 
An Apostolic Letter entitled  “With a Father’s Heart” 
Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved 
father, a tender and loving father, an obedient fa-
ther, an accepting father; a father who is creatively 
courageous, a working father, a father in the shad-
ows. 
The Letter marks the 

150th anniversary of 

Blessed Pope Pius IX’s 

declaration of Saint 

Joseph as Patron of 

the Universal Church.  

To celebrate the anni-

versary, Pope Francis 

has proclaimed a spe-

cial “Year of St Joseph,” beginning on the Solemnity 

of the Immaculate Conception 2020 and extending 

to the same feast in 2021. 

St Joseph was a man ‘committed’ to Mary, chosen 

from among all the women on earth, always his vir-

gin bride, and to Jesus, by virtue of legal, not natu-

ral, descendance, his offspring. His were the bur-

dens, the responsibilities, the risks, the little preoc-

cupations of the small and singular holy family. His 

were the service, the work, the sacrifice, the  evan-

gelical scene in which we like to contemplate him.   

It is a silent thanks to which Joseph, in unison with 

Mary, watches over the Word of God. A silence wo-

ven of constant prayer, a prayer of blessing of the 

Lord, of the adoration of his holy will and of unre-

served entrustment to his providence. It is no exag-

geration to think that it was precisely from his 

‘father’ Joseph that Jesus learned - at the human 

level - that steadfast interiority which is a presuppo-

sition of authentic justice, the "superior justice" 

which he was one day to teach his disciples.  
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 Thursday—24th 
Christmas Eve 
Vigil Mass 4pm Livestreamed 
     And 8 pm 
Office Closed 

Friday - 25th 
Christmas Day 
Mass 10 am 
     11:30 Vietnamese 
Office Closed 

Saturday  - 26th 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3 pm 
 

Sunday—27th 
 

Our Lady’s Guild  

All of the Our Lady’s Guild activities and 
meetings are cancelled for the months 
of December and January due to the 
spike of COVID-19. Arts and Crafts as 
well as Rosary Making is also cancelled 
in December and January. With the hol-

idays before us people will be socializing with family 
and friends more than usual and this puts everyone at a 
higher risk of exposure to the virus. 

The health and safety of our members is of utmost im-
portance. All updates in Our Lady’s Guild plans will be 
announced in Flocknote as well as through the church 
bulletins. 

Thank you to all who attended our Christmas luncheon 
as well as the Arts and Crafts/Bake sale earlier this 
month. Everyone had a great time and the Guild appre-
ciates your support! We look forward to more events in 
2021! 

We wish you a blessed and safe Christmas and a very 
happy and safe New Year. 

Thank you for the care you have given to help the 
Retirement Fund for Religious Orders Care for Their 

Elderly Members. We would be lost if we did not 
have the help we receive from NRRO. Your generos-

ity is deeply appreciated in your contribution to 
support the heath care needs of senior religious  
The number of religious able to serve in compensated 

ministry is rapidly diminishing. So please continue to ask 
our single young adults to learn more about a vocation of 

service in consecrated life. We need you. 

The Perfect Christmas Gift! 
Enroll your loved ones, living and deceased, in a novena 

of Masses beginning Christmas Day through January 
2nd. A beautiful card is available for you to give in 

memory of the Mass offering. Cards are available for a 
$5.00 donation at the Gift Shop or Parish Office. “She 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a 

manger. Luke 2:7.  

Catherine de Hueck 
Doherty (1896–1985) 
was a Russian baroness 
who lived the Gospel 
“without compromise.” 
She gave up all she had 
to begin Friendship 
House, “a storefront 
center for the works of 
mercy, where the hun-
gry were fed and the 
homeless were wel-
comed.” 

 While completing my undergraduate work at 
John Carroll University in Cleveland, I was fortunate to 
form friendships at Madonna House. Situated in a poor 
sector of the city as, “a place of prayer and retreat where 
Catherine promoted the two principles by which she lived: 
1.—a commitment to hospitality, a place of welcome and 
a social apostolate in the world and, 2.—the need to root 
such a commitment in a life of prayer and the spirit of 
Christ.” [i.e., action and contemplation]. 
 Catherine taught how we give birth to Christ: 
Christians are to be icons of Christ, to reflect his life with 
ours. ‘Ikon’ is the Greek word for “image of God.” We are 
to incarnate Christ in our lives, to clothe our lives with 
him, so that people can see Christ in us, touch Christ in us, 
and recognize Christ in us. 
 We have to begin to love one another in the full-

est sense of Christ’s teaching. What is lacking in our rela-

tionships with others is the presence of Christ who meets 

us in prayer. The immense problems of social injustice, of 

the thousand and one ills that beset our world, these can 

be solved only if we begin to love one another. When peo-

ple begin to see, love, respect, and reverence Christ in the 

eyes of another, then they will change, and society will 

change. 

 How often do you experience exuberant prayer? 

A joyful, hand clapping prayer, up-lifting prayer. I have 

experienced praying with back communities. They know 

what prayer is. It comes up from their soul, and moves 

through their bodies, and unites them in a chorus of 

praise. God come to birth in them. Alleluia!. 



The Knights of Columbus Friday night din-
ners Father Farrell Hall December 18. The 
Knights will have their monthly General 
Meeting on Monday December 21, at 7:00 
pm. All the Knights are welcome and encour-

aged to come. Face masks will be worn and social distanc-
ing held. 

The Ladies Auxiliary have cancelled their 
monthly card party on Monday, December 
28, from 11 to 3pm in Father Farrell Hall. 
The next monthly meeting is on Monday, 
December 21, at 7:00pm, in Father Farrell 
Hall. Ladies if you would like to come and see what we do 
and how we go about doing things with the Knights, you 
are more than welcome to come and join us. Face masks 
will be worn and social distancing will be in effect. 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Why do people use an apron? When I am going to do 
some cooking, especially when I barbecue, I put on my 
apron. It helps to keep my clothes clean but more im-
portantly it reflects that I am being a servant. I will cook 
and serve others. Who serves others? A servant is some-
one who serves others. A servant works to please the will 
of those they serve. 
 
Our Bible reading from Luke told us about a young girl, 
Mary, who is truly a special servant. Does anyone know 
why Mary was a special servant?  A messenger from God, 
the angel Gabriel, came to Mary with a message. Through 
her God's only Son would be born to the world. His name 
would be Jesus, which means "God saves." This would be 
a miracle because God's Spirit would bring about this holy 
birth. God would walk in our midst and work out our sal-
vation. Mary didn't know how this could be.  
 
Then Gabriel told her about her cousin Elizabeth who was 
thought to be unable to have a child, but now she was go-
ing to have a baby. Mary now believed that all things were 
possible with God. Her response was to surrender herself 
to God as his willing servant. Mary said, "I am the servant 
of the Lord, let it be to me according to your word." 

 
Soon it will be Christmas, and we will 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. It all came 
about just as the angel Gabriel had 
said. Jesus, God's Son, was born to us. 
He came not to judge us but to save 
and make us all a part of God's family. 
I believe Mary, Jesus' mother, re-
sponded to Gabriel's message in the 
right way. She became a servant. As 
we celebrate Jesus' birthday, our re-

sponse should be like the example of Mary. Each of us 
should say, "I am the servant of the Lord, let it be to me 
according to your word." 
 

Closing Prayer: Let us unite our hearts in prayer. 
Lord Jesus, we will soon celebrate your birthday. The 
angels will announce that you are our Savior. Help us 
to respond as your servants open to your will for our 
lives. May our families and friends see in us servants 
of our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

Youth Ministry News!  
Youth Activity Gathering  

 A shout of THANKS goes out to the youth 

who helped Felix to decorate our buildings. 
The spirit of Christmas shines on our children  
and their families. Have a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas. We look forward to seeing you next year as we 
grow together keeping one another safe. There are still 
many ways to have fun and enjoy friendships.  

January 10th from 12:30—2:30,  
Pray Together Play Together 

       JOIN our S.V.de P. Society   
Wish List This Week:  We are still in 
need of the regular items we pass out 
such as cereal, soup, canned meat, 
peanut butter, pancake mix and syrup.   
     Imagine how Mary felt at the birth 
of Jesus: excited, awed, frightened.  Deep faith was 
her light in the darkness, for Jesus was born during the 
night of the year when darkness is the longest.  

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul brought light into the darkness sur-
rounding the heart of those living in pov-
erty bringing them the real, lasting, and 
deep joy of Christmas. 

     With a growing number at our door we are in need of 
both cash donations and food.  Cash donations can be 
put in an envelope marked SVDP Society and placed in 
the offertory basket or dropped off at the office. 
Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society is made 
possible by your participation in serving this ministry. 
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Year-End Giving 
 Your faith goes out to others in the good works you are able to accomplish. Grace works in and through our 
lives. Any time you give to support the work of Christ in our parish you are investing in a mission and making our world a 
little better. This year, in thanksgiving for all our blessings, we have focused our parish outreach in staying open during 
the long period of ‘shutdown’ from the covid-19 pandemic. Even when church gatherings were limited our parish was 
open for personal private prayer and to welcome neighbors to our door when they had no other place to turn. Our St. 
Vincent de Paul Society continued to prepare food for distribution as people stayed in their cars and drove by the front of 
the church for food. We couldn’t do all this without the support of our people. 
 
The pandemic is still on us with greater numbers of people who have been infected now in recovery. We hope soon to 
have the vaccine available for prevention. We look to the day when it will be safe to welcome a return of parishioners 
who for health and safety of family members need to stay at home. This year we anticipate the economic pain that is to 
follow from families unable to pay rent, utilities, medications and other basic needs.  
 
Thinking to the future you realize that making a year end gift now will also have added benefits in for the 2020 tax year. 
With a little year-end planning, you can optimize your impact with a gift by December 31! Some options to consider this 
year which may give you some additional benefits are: 

Give smart, give stock: Donate appreciated stock, pay no capital gains and your charitable deduction is at the full, fair 
market value of the stock. 

Make the gift that pays you back: Set up a charitable gift annuity or remainder trust and transfer assets before De-
cember 31 to help lower estate taxes. 

Make a gift now you can direct later: Set up a donor-advised fund with the Catholic Foundation this year, and make 
grants to all your favorite charities including St Vincent de Paul parish later. 

If you are 70 1/2 or older: Make a gift directly from your IRA - it 
counts toward your required minimum distribution! 

Make your mark on the future: Leave a gift in your will or trust, 
give life insurance or donate real estate. 

 
Contact the parish office to learn more about how to make your year-
end gift. You are a gift to us, your faith family. With a heart full of grati-
tude, we wish you a Merry Christmas and blessing on the New Year! 

Father William Fickel and your friends at Saint Vincent de Paul. 


