
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph  
 December 27, 2020 

Masses Sat. 4:00 pm, Sunday, 7:30, 10:00, 11:30 
Sun. 8:30 Vietnamese, Livestream  4 pm Mass 

Please wear a mask, sanitize hands, keep social 
distance inside the church. Keep everyone safe 

Christmas blessings to all the families in our Faith  
Formation Program. Enjoy your break over the next two 
weeks. We return to class on Jan. 10. See you in church 

at Mass. HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
  
Sanctuary Candle: Catherine Cerniglia+ (Grandchildren)  

Sunday  December 27, 2020  Christmas Novena Mass 

7:30am Enrique Van Der Henst (Family) 

8:30am Parish Family 

10:00am Lois Warner+ (Ed & Mary Ann Wood) 

11:30am      Jodi & Joe Mrugalski & Frank Picone+ (Marie) 

Monday December 28, 2020 Christmas Novena Mass 

8:30am Virginia Saco de Lucena+ (Espsie’s mother) 

 Lois Warner (Mary Ann & Ed Wood) 

Tuesday December 29, 2020  Christmas Novena Mass 

8:30am  Kathleen Doran+  (Mary Brady) 

Wednesday  December 30, 2020 Christmas Novena Mass 

8:30am Donald Jay (Mary Webb) 

Thursday December 31, 2020 Christmas Novena Mass 

8:30am Priests & Nuns worldwide (Thomas family) 

4:00pm Bobby Armstrong (Charlotte,wife) New Year’s Eve 

Friday          January 1, 2021  New Year’s Day/Novena Mass 

10:00am   Parish Family 

11:30am  Vietnamese Mass—Health in the New Year 

Saturday   January 2, 2021 Novena Mass 

8:30am  Mothers of the Blessed Sacrament 

4:00pm  Mark Sanborn+ (Lucille Sanborn, mother) 

 Dennis O’Connor+ (JoAnn& John Ginivan) 

            Alba, Pepe, Luis & Antoina Meceili+ (Mena Mecelli) 



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

  God’s will be done. 
“Now, Master, you may let your 
servant go in peace, according to 
your word, for my eyes have seen 
your salvation, which you pre-
pared in sight of all the peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gen-
tiles, and glory for your people 
Israel.” – Luke 2: 29-32 

You may remember in your childhood the anticipation for 
Christmas morning. You had waited for months, seen the 
Christmas specials on TV and the presents and decora-
tions everywhere. You probably thought, “Christmas can’t 
get here fast enough.” You knew it was going to happen 
and probably counted the days on your Advent calendar. 
Finally, the day arrived, and it was time to celebrate! 

As we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, we read 
about Joseph and Mary presenting Jesus in the temple at 
prescribed times according to the Jewish law. Simeon and 
Anna were at the temple, keeping prayerful vigil for the, 
“consolation of Israel,” as Luke writes. Simeon was a 
prayerful man, living his entire life waiting and antici-
pating the day he would see the Lord. The Gospel tells us 
that the Holy Spirit told Simeon that he would not die un-
til he saw the redeemer. 

On this day, he finally meets Jesus and offers a quiet pray-
er of thanksgiving to God.  Anna, a prayerful woman, who 
spent day and night praying and fasting in the temple, also 
gave thanks to God. Some might say she was one of the 
first women to proclaim the Good News as scripture says, 
“She gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.” 

Some things take a lifetime of work and perseverance to 
achieve. At times we demand instant gratification. We 
expect God to answer our prayers in our time. But God 
works on a different time schedule. Simeon waited his 
entire life to see God. God fulfilled his promise to Simeon. 
He must have prayed a thousand prayers, hoped a thou-
sand hopes, and suffered many disappointments. Finally, 
his dream was realized, and God rewarded his patience. 

What are you waiting or hoping for? Offer a prayer to God 
today of gratitude for the gifts of this life – for those al-
ready received and those to come. Ask for a patient spirit 
that God’s will be done, not our own, and in God’s time 
and not ours.  - Bishop Gregory Parkes 

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Entrance: Angels We Have Heard on High (#101) 
Verse 1: Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing 
o’er the plains, And the mountains in reply Echo back their 
joyous strains. 
Refrain: Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Gloria in Excelsis Deo! 
Verse 2: Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous 
strains prolong? Say what may the tidings be Which inspire 
your heavenly song. (to Refrain) 
 
Presentation: See Amid the Winter’s Snow (#83) 
Verse 1: See amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below, 
see, the gentle lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 
There within a manger lies he who built the starry skies; 
he who throned in heights sublime, sits amid the cherubim. 
Verse 2: Say, you holy shepherds, say, tell your joyful news to-
day. Why have you now left your sheep on the lonely mountain 
steep. 
“As we watched at dead of night, there appeared a wondrous 
light; angels singing ‘Peace on earth’ told us of the Savior’s 
birth.” 

 
Communion (10 AM Mass Only): Abba Father (#536) 
Refrain: Abba, Abba. Father. You are the potter; 
we are the clay, the work of your hands. 
Verse 1: Mold us, mold us and fashion us into the image 
of Jesus your Son, of Jesus. your Son (to Refrain) 
Verse 2: Father, may we be one in you. May we be one in you as 
he is in you, and you are in him (to Refrain) 
Verse 3: Glory, glory and praise to you. Glory and praise to you 
forever, amen, forever, amen. (to Refrain) 

 
Communion: Children, Run Joyfully 
Refrain: Children, run joyfully, Jesus is born. Tell all the moun-
tains to sing. Pray to our Father in heaven this day: Thank you, 
for Jesus is born. 
Verse 1: Shepherds stood watching, keeping their sheep. And 
suddenly angels appeared. 
"Don't be afraid. We bring you great joy: Your Savior is born this 
night.” (to Refrain) 
Verse 2: And this will be a sign to you: The baby will lie in a man-
ger, In the city of David, in Bethlehem. Go now, visit your Lord. 
(to Refrain) 

 
Sending Forth: Go Tell It On the Mountain (#100) 
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and every-
where; Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 
Verse 1: While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks 
by night, Behold, throughout the heavens Were shone a holy 
light. (to Refrain) 
Verse 2: The shepherds feared and trembled When high above 
the earth Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s 
birth. (to Refrain) 
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THE JOURNEY.  A WAY TO DEEPEN YOUR  
EXPERIENCE OF JESUS 

     The first series in the Journey was well received 
by those able to join in small faith groups. They felt a 
bond with others as they each experienced Christ in 
their own way and also shared the same connection 
in their relationship with God.   
     We will begin the second series of the Journey in 
January.  Currently we have groups that 
meet on Wednesday at 9:30 am and 2 pm 
and Thursday at 1 pm.  We welcome you 
to join one of these groups or add another 
group, please call Chris at 727-938-1974, 
ext. 1. 

Parish Mass Offering December 20, 2020 
  Early printing of the bulletin did not allow us to 

report contributions for last weekend. You can fol-

low the Mass on Facebook live streaming Christmas 

Eve at 4:00. Visit www.svdpfl.com for online giving! 

Readings for the Week of December 27, 2020 
Sunday   Feast of Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
                        Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Heb 11:8-19; Lk 2:22-40  
Monday       Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday       Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 
 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday 1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday      Saint Sylvester I, Pope 
 1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday            Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
 Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday        1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday          Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

The Giving Tree project was a 
huge success again this year 
thanks to the generosity of our 
wonderful parishioners. We 
were able to give gifts to 30 fam-
ilies  for a total of 67 children.  

Holy Day of Obligation on the Octave of 

Christmas to honor Mary, the Mother of God. 

December 31 Vigil Mass 4:00 PM 

Friday, January 1st , English Mass at 10:00, 

Vietnamese Mass 11:30 
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

WORD OF APPRECIATION 
     This past week we paid bills including: Payroll 

$17,820.14, Employee Benefits $2,489.64, Insurance 

$3,444.95, School Assessment $1,083, Water $136.81, 

Telephone and Internet $1,159, Office Supplies $208.50 

and Needy $1,819.69. 

     On our Christmas gift list we are asking for:  

 Cameras and system to livestream $7,000. 

 Music Licensing to livestream $   675. 

     These gifts will be helpful so that the homebound and 

parishioners who do not feel safe returning to Mass yet 

can receive high quality livestreaming.  To date we have 

received $2,900 towards the gift list and still need $4,775. 

    Thank you for your support by giving to the Annual Pas-

toral Appeal.  Our goal is $89,275 and we have pledges 

of $69,607.  To date $65,515.16. has been paid.  From our 

617 registered families 245 have made pledges, with the 

average pledge being $285. Now is a good time to make 

your pledge. Show your appreciation for work of the Dio-

cese with a generous gift to the Annual Pastoral Appeal. 

Help us reach our goal.    

      We thank all who are unable to come to church and 

still send your contributions to help meet our costs and 

carry out our ministries . Thank you and God Bless you! 

 Sunday—27th 
 

Monday—28th 
Share the Word 10 am 
SVdP Food Pantry 1 pm 
Divine Mercy 1 pm 
Divine Will 3 pm 

Tuesday  - 29th 
 

Wednesday—30th 
 

Tax Statements 
     It is that time of year again when we begin to think 
about tax statements.  If you are in need of your 2020 tax 
statement from the Church, please call the office at 727-
938-1974.  We hope to be able to start printing them by 
January 15, 2021.  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to call us. 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Year of Saint Joseph– With a Father’s Heart.  
“The shepherds went in haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 
manger” (Luke 2:16) 

In the darkness of a winter night Joseph 
gives witness as Mary brings forth the 
birth of her Son into the human family. 
  The Eternal Word of the Father is spo-
ken. His divine Son, Jesus becomes flesh 
and lives among us entrusted to the care of Mary and 
Joseph. Joseph, prayerfully and with great humility sens-
es the precious gift and ominous responsibility he has 
accepted. Imagine Joseph when the shepherds came to 
the manger looking for the newborn infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes who is Christ the Lord.  

Year-End Giving 
 Your faith goes out to others in 
the good works you are able to accomplish. 
Grace works in and through our lives. Any 
time you give to support the work of Christ in our parish you are 
investing in a mission and making our world a little better. This 
year, in thanksgiving for all our blessings, we have focused our 
parish outreach in staying open during the long period of 
‘shutdown’ from the covid-19 pandemic. Even when church 
gatherings were limited our parish was open for personal private 
prayer and to welcome neighbors to our door when they had no 
other place to turn. Our St. Vincent de Paul Society continued to 
prepare food for distribution as people stayed in their cars and 
drove by the front of the church for food. We couldn’t do all this 
without the support of our people. 
 
The pandemic is still on us with greater numbers of people who 
have been infected now in recovery. We hope soon to have the 
vaccine available for prevention. We look to the day when it will 
be safe to welcome a return of parishioners who for health and 
safety of family members need to stay at home. This year we 
anticipate the economic pain that is to follow from families una-
ble to pay rent, utilities, medications and other basic needs.  
 
Thinking to the future you realize that making a year end gift 
now will also have added benefits in for the 2020 tax year. With 
a little year-end planning, you can optimize your impact with a 
gift by December 31! Some options to consider which may give 
you some additional benefits are: 

Give smart, give stock: Donate appreciated stock, pay no 
capital gains and your charitable deduction is at the full, 

fair market value of the stock. 
Make your mark on the future: Leave a gift in your will or 

trust, give life insurance or donate real estate. 
Contact the parish office to learn more about how to make 
your year-end gift. You are a gift to us, your faith family. With a 
heart full of gratitude, we wish you a Merry Christmas and 
blessing on the New Year! 
Father Bill Fickel and your friends at Saint Vincent de Paul. 



 Thursday—31st 
New Year’s Eve 
Vigil Mass 4pm Livestreamed 
Office Closed 

Friday - 1st 
Happy New Year 
Mass 10 am 
11:30 am Vietnamese 
Office Closed 

Saturday  - 2nd 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3 pm 
 

Sunday—3rd 
 

Our Lady’s Guild   The Our Lady’s Guild activ-
ities and meetings are cancelled for the 
months of January due to the spike of COVID
-19. Arts and Crafts as well as Rosary Making 
is also cancelled. The health and safety of 
our members is of utmost importance. All 
updates in Our Lady’s Guild plans will be an-

nounced in Flocknote and through the church bulletins. 
 
Thank you to all who attended our Christmas luncheon as 
well as the Arts and Crafts/Bake sale earlier this month. 
Everyone had a great time and the Guild appreciates your 
support! We look forward to more events in 2021! We 
wish you a blessed and safe Christmas and a very happy 
and safe New Year. 

Catherine de Hueck Doherty (1896–1985) was a Russian 
baroness who lived the Gospel “without compromise.” She 
gave up all she had to begin Friendship House, “a store-
front center for the works of mercy, where the hungry 
were fed and the homeless were welcomed.” I was fortu-
nate to form friendships at Madonna 
House. Situated in a poor sector of the 
city as, “a place of prayer and retreat 
where Catherine promoted the two prin-
ciples: 1.—a commitment to hospitality, 
a place of welcome and a social aposto-
late in the world and, 2.—the need to 
root such a commitment in a life of pray-
er and the spirit of Christ.” 
 Catherine taught how we give 
birth to Christ: Christians are to be icons 
of Christ, to reflect his life with ours. ‘Ikon’ is the Greek 
word for “image of God.” We are to incarnate Christ in 
our lives, to clothe our lives with him, so that people can 
see Christ in us, touch Christ in us, and recognize Christ in 
us. 
 We have to begin to love one another in the 

fullest sense of Christ’s teaching. What is lacking in our 

relationships with others is the presence of Christ who 

meets us in prayer. The immense problems of social injus-

tice, of the thousand and one ills that beset our world, 

these can be solved only if we begin to love one another. 

When people begin to see, love, respect, and reverence 

Christ in the eyes of another, then they will change, and 

society will change. 

 How often do you experience exuberant prayer? 

A joyful, hand clapping prayer, up-lifting prayer. I have 

experienced praying with back communities. They know 

what prayer is. It comes up from their soul, and moves 

through their bodies, and unites them in a chorus of 

 

 

Our St. Vincent De Paul SCRIP PROGRAM  
now has the gift cards listed available at the Parish 
Office or Gift Shop for immediate purchase!  You can 
simply walk in and purchase them on-site. 
This is a great way to support your Parish,  
while doing everyday shopping. 

 

  Amazon $25   Subway $10 

  CVS  $25   The Home Depot $25 

  Lowe’s  $25   Visa   $50 

  Starbucks  $10   Walmart/Sam’s Club $25 
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With a Father’s Heart.   Pope Francis describes Saint 
Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, 
an obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is 
creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the 
shadows.  St Joseph was a man ‘committed’ to Mary, 
chosen from among all the women on earth, always his 
virgin bride, and to Jesus, by virtue of legal, not natural, 
descendance, his offspring. His were the burdens, the 
responsibilities, the risks, the little preoccupations of the 
small and singular holy family.  
 
It is a silent thanks to which Joseph, in unison with 
Mary, watches over the Word of God. A silence woven 
of constant prayer, a prayer of blessing of the Lord, of 
the adoration of his holy will and of unreserved entrust-
ment to his providence. It is no exaggeration to think 
that it was precisely from his ‘father’ Joseph that Jesus 
learned at the human level - that steadfast interiority 
which is a presupposition of authentic justice which he 
was one day to teach his disciples.  



The Knights of Columbus Friday night din-
ners Fr. Farrell Hall January 8. The Knights 
will have their monthly General Meeting on 
Monday January 18, at 7:00 pm. All the 

Knights are welcome and encouraged to come. Face masks 
will be worn and social distancing held. 

The Ladies Auxiliary have cancelled their 
monthly card party on Monday, December 
28, from 11 to 3pm in Father Farrell Hall. 
The next monthly meeting is on Monday, 
January 18, at 7:00pm, in Father Farrell Hall. 
Ladies if you would like to come and see what we do and 
how we go about doing things with the Knights, you are 
more than welcome to come and join us. Face masks will 
be worn and social distancing will be in effect. 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. Luke 2:22-40 
I'm going to tell you a story about something that has hap-
pened to each one of you, although none of you remem-
ber it. One Sunday, very soon after you were born, your 
parents dressed you in very special clothes. Here's a photo 
of a newborn baby, who is also dressed in special clothes. I 
believe your parents made certain that they were dressed 
in very special clothes, too.  
 
They woke up early and brought you to church for the first 
time. If I'm not mistaken, on that Sunday, they were one 
of the first families in church. It was a very special day for 
your parents and for you. After the service, many mem-
bers of the congregation made their way over to see you. 
Many of the members, especially the older members, 
wanted to hold you. They said many nice things about 
you. All those things made your parents feel very good. 
 
Although you don't remember it, your parents do. After 
this event took place, your parents continued to bring you 
to church Sunday after Sunday.  
 
Just as your parents first brought you to church, Jesus' 
parents did the same thing. They took Jesus to the temple. 
It was a very important event in their life, just as it was for 
your parents. When Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the 
temple something very special happened that they didn't 
expect.  
 
Two very old persons, named Simeon and Anna, were at 
the temple that day. They were very faithful to God. They 
knew that someday something wonderful would happen 
to them. It happened the day Jesus, as a baby, was 
brought to the temple. Simeon and Anna both held Jesus. 
They both praised God as they held Jesus. They told Mary 
and Joseph something special. They said that Jesus was 
going to be the person to tell the world about God's love. 
Mary and Joseph were amazed when they heard this. 
 
Today, when church is over, ask your parents about the 
time you first came to church. Just like Mary and Joseph, 
your first visit to church was a very important date in your 
life.  

Youth Ministry News!  
Youth Activity Gathering  

 A shout of THANKS goes out to the youth 

who helped Felix to decorate our buildings. 
The spirit of Christmas shines on our children  
and their families. Have a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas. We look forward to seeing you next year as we 
grow together keeping one another safe. There are still 
many ways to have fun and enjoy friendships.  

January 10th from 12:30—2:30,  
Pray Together Play Together 

       JOIN our S.V.de P. Society   
Wish List This Week:  We are still in 
need of the regular items we pass out 
such as cereal, soup, canned meat, 
peanut butter, pancake mix and syrup.   
     Today is the feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. During our New Year may 
our families “grow in wisdom and have the favor of God 
upon them.”   

This month, through your gifts, the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul was able to bring  
Christmas to the hearts of the poor, by as-
sisting  444 families,  providing 9,974 pounds 
of food, $1,119 for utility and rent bills.  
Thanks! 

     With a growing number at our door we are in need of 
both cash donations and food.  Cash donations can be 
put in an envelope marked SVDP Society and placed in 
the offertory basket or dropped off at the office. 
Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society is made 
possible by your participation in serving this ministry. 

 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 



December 27, 2020 www.svdpfl.com The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 The joy of Christmas roots our lives in the person of Christ our Savior. 
Jesus shares his humanity fully when he united his death and resurrection in the 
memorial of the Eucharist. The liturgical season of Christmas underlines, relives 
and rediscovers the essence of the new command of love announced and lived 
by Jesus: “Love one another.” To translate into practice the love of God for us, 
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14).  
 This year 2020 the whole of humanity has lived an experience of the 
desert through the Covid-19 pandemic, affecting everyone, taking away millions 
of lives, among whom some of our SSS brothers. This pandemic has created situ-
ations of fear, uncertainty and changes of projects. The Eucharist sheds light on 
how to face problems of indifference and to be discerning regarding problems, 
conflicts and human fragility, a situation already faced by Fr Eymard in his time. 
 It is time to make our own the culture of encounter promoted by Pope 
Francis by expressing in our own life the dimension of unity in diversity, this be-
ing a fundamental Eucharistic principle.  Fraternity: “Our whole life nourished on 
the Eucharist is based on the celebration of the Paschal Mystery.” This affirma-
tion recalls something of primary importance for us, “the cenacle”: a place of 
fraternity, communion and contemplation. In almost all the Catholic churches 
there can be seen some sign of the Crib, recalling the spirit of Christmas.   
 God incarnates himself in Mary to become a human being so that we 
may contemplate Emmanuel, “God with us,” taking on our human condition and 
shining in our lives. In this way the great Mystery of Salvation illumines the path 
of our existence in order that we may respond to the great issues pertaining to a 
search for its meaning. Why do I suffer? Why will I die? It was to answer these 
questions that God became man. His closeness brings light where there is dark-
ness and shows the way to those dwelling in the shadow of suffering  
 Let us prepare our heart like the Crib, to welcome in grace the 
“Emmanuel” into our life, for him to reach to the peripheries of our existence, to 
discern the sense of fraternity as an essence of the Eucharistic life and to live the 
love the Eucharist makes present in our lives. [Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter Ad-
mirabile Signum n.4,]. Merry Christmas and may God grant you a year of grace in 
2021. May the light of Christmas illumine our journey of faith and our adhesion 
to the Eucharistic Christ! Deacon Elibien Joseph, SSS  

Winner of home made nativities,  

The Rick Dang family. Thank you. 


