
Fifteenth Sunday, July 12, 2020 
Masses Saturday 4:00 pm, Sunday 7:30, 10:00 11:30 

8:30 Vietnamese—Livestream 4 pm Mass 

Scripture Readings for the Week of July 12, 2020 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                        Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 
Monday Saint Henry 
 Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34—11:1 
Tuesday Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin 

Is 7:1-9; Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday Saint Bonaventure 
 Is 10:5-7, 13-16; Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
 Is 26:7-21; Mt 11:28-30 
Friday Is 38:1-22, Mt 12:1-8 
Saturday Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
 Mi 2:1-5; Mt 12:14-21 
Sunday Sixteenth Sunday Ordinary Time 

                  Wis 12:13-19; Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
 

Sanctuary Candle: Adele Fiscella (Marie Picone)                                           

 Sunday  July 12, 2020     

7:30am   Jane Dodd+ (Sylvia & Roy Archibold) 

8:30am   Marilyn Rae+ (Marge Harris) 

10:00am   Thomas Mullen+(Rose Stalikas) 

11:30am          Daisy Van Der Henst+ (The Family) 

        Terence Waldhauser+ (Waldhauser Family) 

Monday     July 13, 2020  

8:30am            Parishioners 

Tuesday       July  14, 2020 

8:30am    Clarence Randell+ (Gloria, wife) 

Wednesday    July 15, 2020       

8:30am       Pietro Marie Terrigni (Ron Arlotta) 

Thursday       July 16, 2020 

8:30am  Barbara Ann Warthen+ (George Maisano) 

Friday         July 17, 2020 

8:30am  MaryAnn & Ed Wood +(Gloria Randell) 

Saturday     July 18,  2020 

8:30 am  Mothers of the Blessed Sacrament  

4:00pm  Rose & Herb Doherty+ (Frank & Bernie) 

S.S.S. MISSION APPEAL 
MISSIONARY COOPERTION PLAN 

Courageously Helping to Spread the Gospel to the Worldwide 
Church. 



Fifteenth Sunday 

Finance Corner 

Parish Mass Offering—July 5, 2020 

Mass Count: 346—Offertory: $6,779.50 

Offertory $5,710 / Candle Money $98.50 

Peter’s Pence $26/Needy $870 

You are stepping up to the collection plate! 

online giving of $986.12 has made a difference.  

Last year at this time our collection was $4,962.00, 

Thank you for keeping your eye on this page. We wel-

come you back in the pews. We are here for you. The 

daily work of the parish continues, so call or stop in 

9:00 to 2:00. Stay well. 

Please consider online giving! 

Thank you sharing your time talent and 

treasure with us.  God bless you and your 

loved ones. 

WORD OF APPRECIATION 

Your contribution is at work to spread the Gospel. This 
past week we paid bills including: Payroll $6,259 and 
employment taxes of $478.81.  Our monthly expenses 
for July 2020 our budgeted at about $55,000, which 
means it costs about $12,790 a week to cover expenses, 
which is met through offertory and donations. 

Your moral and monetary support sustains the daily ser-
vice our parish is able to offer to the many who need the 
church in these trying time. You enables us to continue 
the ministry of the parish. The offertory this week was 
great.  Your contributions help us tremendously as we 
attempt to rebuild our budget loss and meet our expens-
es. 

We found a roofing company to repair the leaks on the 
education building roof and garage roof for $1,450. 

You may have noticed we have an area marked off on 
the sidewalk next to the pond.  Unfortunately, we have a 
major repair needed to the sidewalk.  We found a com-
pany and the cost is around $2,000, but are looking for 
additional bids. 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Entrance Hymn: Morning Has Broken 
Verse: 
Morning has broken like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing, fresh from the Word! 
 
Presentation Hymn: Parable 
Refrain 1: 
To everything there is a season; a time to be born and 
a time to die. 
A time to plant and a time for harvest; a time to meet 
and a time to part. 
Verse: 
A sower went out to sow the seed. Some of it fell up-
on the path, 
some fell on shallow, rocky soul, and some among 
choking thorns. 
Refrain 2: 
To everything there is a season; a time to be born and 
a time to die. 
A time to speak and a time for silence; a time to 
wound and a time to heal. 
 
Communion Hymn: Unless A Grain of Wheat 
Refrain: 
Unless a grain of wheat fall to the ground and die, 
it remains a single grain. 
But if it die it will yield a rich harvest. 
Verse: 
In his own body, by his own wounds, 
he brought your sins to the cross, and suffered for 
you; 
poured out his lifeblood upon the tree, 
poured out his lifeblood for you and for me.  
 
Sending Hymn: How Can I Keep From Singing 
Verse: 
My life flows on in endless song; above earth’s lamen-
tation. 
I hear the real though far off hymn that hail a new cre-
ation. 
Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that 
rock I’m clinging. 
Since Love is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I 
keep from singing? 



July 12, 2020 www.svdpfl.com 

Youth Ministry News! 
Youth Activity Gathering  
 Our primary concern for our families is to have a safe and 

enjoyable summer. Limitations are placed before us with 

the requirement of social distancing, refraining from 

touching and wearing a face covering. It is necessary to be 

protected. Also helpful is getting outdoor and exercising 

your favorite activities, like mowing.  

Mass is celebrated every day at 8:30. So come and receive 

Holy Communion to experience the difference it will make 

in your day. Summer is a good time to hang with God and 

find what  brings you peace. In all things give thanks! 

Looking forward to seeing you!  

Pray Together Play Together 

Abundance Holy Hour for Vocations, 
 July 22, 2020 

You are invited to join Deacon Joshua Bertrand 
and the Serra Club in praying for an abundance 
of vocations in the Diocese of St. Petersburg. On 
Wednesday, July 22nd, at 7:00 pm, you can at-
tend via live stream or in person. If you wish to 
join us in praying for vocations at the Cathedral 
of St. Jude, we ask that you practice the same 
guidelines which have been followed for daily 
Masses. 

Thank you for your generous contribution to 

this year Missionary Cooperation Plan with 

the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

Our parish is very active with this religious congrega-

tion in the service of the Catholic Church throughout 

the world. Our lives flow from the Eucharist we: Cele-

brate, Adore, and Receive. 

 

The mission of the Congregation of the Blessed Sac-

rament is to respond to the hungers of the human 

family with the riches of God’s love manifested in the 

Eucharist (Rule of Life #3). As a religious community 

of priests and brothers we have a deep love for 

Christ and his Church.  

 

Celebration: We daily celebrate the Eucharist, and 

pray the Liturgy of the Hours In our ministries, we 

share the presence of the risen Christ through the 

celebration of the Church’s liturgy and sacraments. 

 

Adoration: Faithful to the tradition received from our 

holy Founder, we spend at least one hour each day 

in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. This prayer 

life forms part of our mission and charism. 

 

Mission: We proclaim Christ’s Eucharistic presence 

in the world through sacramental ministry, writing, 

teaching, preaching, and working for justice. We work 

in collaboration with committed lay people to promote 

the Eucharist through a variety of dynamic programs 

on the Eucharist. 

 

Since 1856, we have faithfully served Christ and his 

Church by proclaiming God’s love manifested in the 

Eucharist: celebrated, adored, and lived. 



Fifteenth Sunday 

Support Groups: Meet in the Education Building 
Monday, 7:00 pm  NA, GA, GA (family) 
Tuesday, 7:00 pm  Al-Anon, 
OA 
Wed.       7:30 pm  AA  
Thurs  6:30  AA Women Only 
Friday, 11:00 am  Al-Anon   
Friday 7:30 pm  Al-Anon 
 Saturday  7:00 pm   NA 

  JOIN our S.V.de P. Society 
 Wish List This Week: As the food 
pantry remains open during this 
time we need: stew, chili and peanut 
butter. 
 
 In the Gospel today we hear Jesus say: “Come to 
me, all you who labor  and are burdened, and I will 
give you rest.” 
 

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
brings peace to those who are overwhelmed 
with life’s burdens. 
 

 We are in need of both cash donations and food.  
Cash donations can be put in an envelope marked 
SVDP Society and placed in the offertory basket or 
dropped off at the office. 
 
     Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society is 
made possible by your participation in serving this 
ministry. 

 Prayer to Over Come Racism 
Mary, friend and mother to all, 
through your Son, God has found a 
way to unite himself to every human 
being, called to be one people, sisters 
and brothers to each other.   
 We ask for your help in calling on 
your Son, seeking forgiveness for the 
times when we have failed to love 
and respect one another. 
 We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son the 
grace we need to overcome the evil of racism and to build a 
just society. 
 We ask for your help in following your Son, so that preju-
dice and animosity will no longer infect our minds or hearts 
but will be replaced with a love that respects the dignity of 
each person. 
 Mother of the Church, the Spirit of your Son Jesus warms 
our hearts: pray for us. Amen. 

Calling all families for your assistance in 
preparation of our continued Faith For-
mation of your children. It is time to order 
the books and materials need for each 
grade level. Ms Charlene Vassalli will be 
speaking at all the Masses next weekend 
a be available to help you with early regis-
tration. Or you may call the Faith For-
mation office at 938-1974 ext. 6. We look 
forward to assisting you and pray the 
watchful eye of God be on you and your 
family during these summer days. 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 

Does your life reflect the Gospel? 
 Have you ever tried to plant a garden? It can be a daunting 
task that requires a lot of work and care. I can remember as a kid 
taking a bit of an interest in gardening. My parents gave me per-
mission to clear a small patch of grass in the backyard to do so. I 
planted carrots, radishes, and cucumbers. In spite of my efforts, 
my endeavor didn’t yield too much of a harvest. The weather 
conditions weren’t always ideal. Squirrels and other animals 
helped themselves. And if I’m honest, I didn’t always pay atten-
tion to it. As a result, while I think I only managed to harvest a 
couple of carrots and a few radishes, I know the experience 
taught me some valuable lessons about taking care of something. 
 In today’s Gospel reading from St. Matthew, Jesus tries to 
teach the crowds something by the use of a parable. We know 
that Jesus used parables as a way of teaching sometimes difficult 
things and concepts by using images and objects that His listen-
ers would certainly be familiar with. In today’s parable, He uses 
the image of a sower who went out to sow seeds. The sower is 
very generous with the seeds such that they fell on various types 
of ground, and the type of ground determined whether the seeds 
would take root and produce fruit.  Ultimately, it was the seed 
that fell on rich soil that produced the harvest.   
 Later in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus explains to His disciples 
the parable.  The seed is the Word of God, and various types of 
ground represent the different ways in which the word is re-
ceived. Do our lives provide rich soil for God’s Word to take 
root and to grow to full maturity? In other words, do we have an 
openness to receiving God’s Word, to cultivating and nurturing 
it, and to make it part of our lives?   
 Becoming the person that God created you to be takes effort. 
It doesn’t just happen by itself. Think about your life at this mo-
ment. Does it reflect the Gospel – the Good News of Jesus 
Christ?   
 Is your life bearing good fruit for the kingdom by your words 
and actions? God is very generous with us. What kind of soil are 
we giving Him to work with? 
 

Bishop Gregory Parkes     
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Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

As parents, we want to influence our children. One pastor I know 

moved his family seven different times. During each of the last 

five moves, he left one or two children behind. Now, as he retires, 

he's trying to figure out what' become of his family, and what im-

pact his life has had on his children. He mourns that the center is 

gone. They have no place to call home. 

 

Parents make choices that affect the manner in which their chil-

dren form their identities. Harry Chapin put it well in his song 

"Cat's in the Cradle." When he was a young father, he was too 

busy making a living to take time with his son. When he was fi-

nally old enough to enjoy time with the family, his son in turn had 

learned to be too busy for his dad. 

 

Of course, parents can have a positive influence, too. Maurice 

Boyd remembers one incident that sealed the impact of his father 

on his life forever. His father worked in a shipyard in Belfast, 

Northern Ireland. During the Depression, work dried up. Times 

were tough, and for three years his father was out of a job. 

 

Then one of his father's old bosses at the shipyard approached 

him. The important man would find work for Mr. Boyd. He would 

guarantee it, no matter how much worse things got. All Mr. Boyd 

would have to do would be to buy a life insurance policy from the 

man. It would work to their mutual benefit: the boss's income 

would increase, and Mr. Boyd's work income would be guaran-

teed! 

 

It was a great deal except for one thing: it was illegal. Maurice 

Boyd remembers his father sitting at the kitchen table with the 

whole family surrounding him. There at the table his father count-

ed the cost. He reviewed their desperate financial situation. He 

ticked off the outstanding bills and the money he would be mak-

ing, ought to be making, if only he'd say yes to his boss.  

 

Today's passages are all about making choices, and the outcomes 

they bring. Already in the womb, Jacob was showing his hand as 

a conniver, cheat, and swindler; his choices would follow him 

through a lifetime of deceit, even though God would wrestle with 

him for higher purposes. God's wrestling with us is Paul's theme 

in his letter to the Romans -- Jesus makes choices that forever 

lock us in a grace we do not deserve, but mightily revel. And Je-

sus himself reminds us that we need to choose and choose and 

choose again in reference to him; that is the only way his seed will 

grow in our soil. 

Catholic Charities Helps Families Financially 
 Impacted by COVID-19 

Due to COVID-19, Catholic Charities has expanded its 
ability to help people in need of rent and utility assis-
tance. Approximately 500 more people will be assisted 
so they can keep on their lights and air conditioning and 
stay in their homes. 

“Our Pathways Program provides rent and utilities as-
sistance. We have various funding sources that we re-
ceive throughout the year to help us with this program. 
When COVID hit, we received additional funding from 
some of those sources, including Bishop Gregory 
Parkes. He is partnering with us by contributing 
$100,000 to help us expand our assistance,” said Mag-
gie Rogers, Executive Director of Catholic Charities of 
the Diocese. 

Those who need assistance will have to document that 
they’ve lost income during the COVID-19 pandemic and 
must show that their utility bill has an outstanding bal-
ance. The goal of the Pathways Program is to assist 
people who are in danger of becoming homeless or are 
simply in need of emergency utility assistance. Catholic 
Charities has noted that it will offer the assistance until 
the funds run out, with the long-term desire being for 
those struggling to get back on their feet. 

While the ability to afford rent and utility bills has taken 
a hit in households nationwide, Rogers says this is a 
concern that is very close to home. “We own or manage 
over 2,000 housing units, so we have close ties to those 
we are serving in the community. We realized during 
COVID-19 that many of them have suffered a lot and 
this is a way to address one of the issues we’re faced 
with every day. It’s close to home and we are excited 
we are able to expand the reach of this program.” 

Even though COVID has altered many plans, Catholic 
Charities is adapting to make sure these resources are 
readily available. “We’re focusing on doing everything 
virtually. People will be able to send their documents in 
by taking a picture with their phone or scanning it in. 
We’ve had to rethink our processes and think outside 
the box to be able to continue to provide our services,” 
Rogers said. 

Part of the goals for Courageously Living the Gospel is 
addressing the need for affordable housing for low-
income, working families and individuals. The resources 
that are provided through the expanded Pathways Pro-
gram are indispensable to these communities. 

If you are in need of rent or utility assistance, please 
contact Catholic Charities at: Email: utilityassis-
tance@ccdosp.org, By Phone: 
(352) 686-9897 ext. 157 (Pasco Counties) 



Fifteenth Sunday 
Seven ways to manage ‘COVID Stress Syndrome’ 

 
The world is experiencing a historic challenge in the face 
of the global pandemic. Not only are people concerned 
both for their own health and the health of their loved 
ones, but the restrictions on normal activities and the 
economic repercussions of the crisis have everyone on 
edge. Psychologists have coined the term “COVID Stress 
Syndrome” to describe the pandemic’s impact on emo-
tional health, and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has released recommendations for 
dealing with the mental health impact of the crisis. The 
following suggestions come from both the CDC’s recom-
mendations and the empirically based strategies for man-
aging anxiety in the book, “Unworried: A Life Without 
Anxiety” (OSV). 
 
1. Limit social media/news exposure 
It’s important to stay on top of news about closings as 
well as strategies for keeping yourself and your loved 
ones healthy and safe, but it isn’t healthy to be glued to 
social media, gorging on angst-ridden posts from ques-
tionable sources. Check credible, mainstream news 
sources once or twice a day. Make a point to connect 
with closest friends and family, and do your best to be a 
positive voice in your own social media posts. Use social 
media to encourage and support others through the cri-
sis. 
 
2. Practice good self-care 
When we’re stressed, we tend to jettison good sleeping, 
eating and exercise habits. Make a point of insisting that 
you and your loved ones stick to healthy schedules and 
keep up (or step up) healthy habits. Getting plenty of 
rest, eating well and exercising boosts your immune sys-
tem’s ability to fight disease and helps you cope. 
 
3. Engage in productive activities 
When we feel overwhelmed we often try to lose our-
selves in screens (TV, laptops, digital devices, etc). The 
problem is that research shows that while consuming 
digital and other media can numb our minds, the stress 
tends to return immediately upon switching off the TV or 
turning off our phone. That’s why these things are so ad-
dictive. We literally feel punished every time we step 
away from them. 
A better way to process stress is to consciously engage in 
an activity that is physically and/or intellectually stimu-
lating. Go old-school and play a board game, do a puzzle 
or read a book. Take on a project you’ve been waiting for 
the time to do. You’ll feel better for learning something, 

accomplishing something or connecting on a deeper level 
with the people in your home. 
4. Build relationships 
Connect with the people in your home. Connection is the 
best antidote for stress and anxiety. While you’re shelter-
ing in place, make an effort to strengthen your family ritu-
als. Make a point of working, playing, talking and praying 
together everyday — even for a few minutes each. Sim-
ple, intentional activities such as doing the dishes togeth-
er, playing a few hands of cards, discussing the best and 
worst moments of the day, and praying for (and over) 
each other can help you feel closer to the people God has 
placed in your life to love and support you through this 
challenging time. 
Take time to call, message or text friends and family 
members to make sure they’re OK and strengthen your 
support system. 
 
5. Pray 
In difficult times, our prayers tend to sound like, 
“GodhelpmeGodhelpmeGodhelpme..!” While God wel-
comes any effort we make to reach out to him, it can be 
more productive to offer a prayer such as the following: 
“Lord, help me respond to the challenges I’m facing in a 
way that gives you glory and helps me be the person you 
want me to be.” Ask God to work in you, through you and 
with you so that you can make a positive difference and 
respond proactively to the challenges you may be facing. 
 
6. Praise 
When we encounter a new trial, we can sometimes forget 
all the other storms we have weathered through God’s 
grace. Intentionally call to mind times when God brought 
you through a difficult period. Write them down. Praise 
God for these experiences. Let them serve as a reminder 
of his presence and providence in the face of your current 
difficulties. 
 
7. Seek help 
Social distancing doesn’t mean going it alone. If your 
emotions are getting the best of you, seek professional 
help. Many counselors, such as those that work with me 
at CatholicCounselors.com, offer tele-mental health ser-
vices that allow clients to access quality mental health 
care from the comfort of home. This is a uniquely stress-
ful time for all of us, but with good sense, God’s grace and 
a little support from the people we love, we can make it 
through together. 
By Dr. Greg Popcak the author of “Unworried: A Life With-
out Anxiety 
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Advocating for Life-Affirming Responses to 

COVID-19 Behind Bars  

Preserving the health and dignity of incarcerated and de-
tained people must not be forgotten. Political leaders at 
the federal, state, and local levels should consider the 
pressing needs of those who are currently or formerly in 
prison and detention during this time 
of the coronavirus outbreak.  

More than 20,000 individuals living 
and working in U.S. prisons, jails, and 
detention centers have tested positive 
for COVID-19; hundreds have 
died. Join me in standing in solidarity 
with our brothers and sisters facing 
the pandemic behind bars: catho-
licsmobilizing.org/COVID-19  

As Catholics, we are called to respect 
the dignity of all human life, regardless of the harm one 
has suffered or caused. That means we cannot simply 
stand by when experiencing #COVID19 in prison could 
mean a de facto death sentence. Take action: catho-
licsmobilizing.org/COVID-19  

Health and Safety of Inmates, Detainees, and Correction-
al and Detention Staff: Ensure that those who are de-
tained or incarcerated and staff have access to Personal 
Protective Equipment, sanitary basics such as soap and 

sanitizer, on-demand COVID-19 testing, free medical care 
for COVID-19 positive inmates and staff, and adequate 
data collection of testing results.  

Overcrowding and Vulnerable Populations: Re-evaluate 
cash bail and bond programs to limit new admissions to 
jails and prisons; expand home confinement and early 

release for individuals approaching 
the end of their sentences; and 
immediately expand compassion-
ate release programs for inmates 
in COVID-19 risk categories. .  

Mental and Spiritual Well-Being 
of Those Incarcerated or Detained 
and Staff: Ensure inmates have 
access to legal services as well as 
educational, addiction, and mental 
health programs; support virtual 
chaplaincy ministry for inmates 

and staff; and, where possible, allow chaplains to return 
to in-facility ministry.  

Successful Reentry into Society: Lift bans on programs 
like housing, and other public assistance programs; pro-
vide additional funding and staff to help connect inmates 
to halfway houses, permanent housing, and employment; 
and provide additional funding for Second Chance Act 
programming which improves employment outcomes and 
reduces recidivism. Ensure access to COVID-19 testing 
and care for all regardless of immigration status.  


