
Seventeenth Sunday, July 26, 2020 
Masses Saturday 4:00 pm, Sunday 7:30, 10:00 11:30 

8:30 Vietnamese—Livestream 4 pm Mass 

Scripture Readings for the Week of July 26, 2020 
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday Ordinary Time 
                      1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13:44-52 
Monday Jer 13:1-11; Mt 13:31-35 
Tuesday Jer 14:17-22; Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday Saint Martha 
                   Jer 15:10, 16-21; Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Thursday Saint Peter Chrysologus,  

Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13:47-53 
Friday Saint Ignatius of Loyola, 
 Jer 26:1-9; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday Saint Alphonsus Liguori,  
 Jer 26:11-16, 24; Mt 14:1-12 
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 55:1-3; Rom 8:35-39; Mt 14:13-21 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
Sanctuary Candle:  Blessed Sacrament Community    

 Sunday  July 26, 2020     

7:30am   Carol Alywood+ (Lay Associates) 

8:30am   Alisha Mason+(Marge Harris) 

10:00am   Betty Ann Franco+ (Marilyn Amundsen) 

11:30am          Congregations of the Blessed Sacrament 

    (Worhacz family) 

Monday     July 27, 2020     

8:30am            David Sannuto (Sannuto family) 

Tuesday       July  28, 2020 

8:30am    Lee Degatano+ (Dick and Sue Combetta) 

Wednesday    July 29, 2020       

8:30am       Mary Ann & Ed Wood+ (Ray & Margaret 

    Flanders) 

Thursday       July 30, 2020 

8:30am  Parish Family 

 Friday         July 31, 2020 

8:30am  Deceased members of the SVDP  

    Ozanam District Council  (Ed Grimes) 

Saturday     August 1, 2020 

8:30 am  Mothers of the Blessed Sacrament  

4:00pm  Emelien Poudrier+ (Cynthia LaPointe) 
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Finance Corner 

Parish Mass Offering—July 19, 2020 

Mass Count: 367—Offertory: $5,780.50 

 Candle Money $95. /Missionary Co-Op $1,205. 

 Last year at this time the Mass Count was 589 

and Offertory $5,964.50 

A good number of parishioners are following the 

Mass on Facebook streaming the Sat. 4:00 Mass 

and available Sunday. Thank you for keeping your 

eye on this page. We are here for you. The work of 

the parish continues, so call or stop in 9:00 to 2:00. 

Visit www.svdpfl.com if you would like to 

sign up for online giving! 

Consider coming to weekday Mass at 8:30 to 

receive Holy Communion or spend some quiet 

time in church. Open from 8 am to 8 pm. 

WORD OF APPRECIATION 

Your contribution is at work to spread the Gospel. This 
past week we paid bills including: Payroll $16,954.58, 
Property and Liability  Insurances $3,982.97, Utilities 
$196.44, Employee Benefits and Pension $2,221.36, 
School Support $1083, Pest Control $150, Roof Repair 
$1,450, Office Supplies $55.90 and Needy $140 

Your moral and monetary support sustains the daily ser-
vice our parish is able to offer to the many who need the 
church in these trying time. You enables us to continue 
the ministry of the parish. The offertory this week was 
similar to last years.  Your contributions help us tremen-
dously as we attempt to rebuild our budget loss and 
meet expenses. 

Repairs on the education building and garage roof were 
completed. 

You may have noticed we have an area marked off on 
the sidewalk next to the pond.  Unfortunately, we have a 
major repair needed to the sidewalk.  We have received 
a few bids now and will be making a decision soon on 
who to use.   

Thank you for worshiping with us. 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Entrance Hymn: Lift Up Your Hearts 
Refrain: 
Lift up your hearts to the Lord, praise God’s gracious 
mercy! 
Sing out your joy to the Lord, whose love is enduring. 
Verse: 
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! 
Praise the name above all names! 
Say to God, “How wondrous your works, how glorious 
your name!” (to Refrain) 
 
Presentation Hymn: Earthen Vessels 
Refrain: 
We hold a treasure, not made of gold, in earthen  
vessels, wealth untold; one treasure only: the Lord, 
the Christ, in earthen vessels. 
Verse: 
Light has shone in our darkness: God has shone in 
our heart with the light of the glory of Jesus, the Lord. 
(to Refrain) 
 
Communion Hymn: Be Not Afraid 
Verse: 
You shall cross the barren desert, 
but you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety  
though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands  
and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live. 
Refrain: 
Be not afraid. I go before you always. 
Come follow me, and I will give you rest. 
 
Sending Forth Hymn: Lead Me, Lord 
Verse: 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, longing for their Lord, 
for God’s coming kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be 
consoled, and the meek shall come to rule the world. 
Refrain: 
Lead me, Lord, lead me, Lord, by the light of truth 
to seek and to find the narrow way. 
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my Lord, 
and lead me, Lord, today. 
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Youth Ministry News! 
Youth Activity Gathering  
 Our primary concern for our families is to have a safe and 

enjoyable summer. Limitations are placed before us with 

the requirement of social distancing, refraining from 

touching and wearing a face covering. It is necessary to be 

protected. Also helpful is getting outdoor and exercising 

your favorite activities, like mowing.  

Mass is celebrated every day at 8:30. So come and receive 

Holy Communion to experience the difference it will make 

in your day. Summer is a good time to hang with God and 

find what  brings you peace. In all things give thanks! 

Looking forward to seeing you!  

Pray Together Play Together 

Being a “good fish” 
 
 Once again, this weekend 
Jesus uses parables to try to 
teach His disciples something very important – in 
this case, about the Kingdom of Heaven. He says 
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure buried 
in a field, or like a merchant searching for fine 
pearls, or like a fisherman who casts his net not 
knowing what he will catch – both good and bad.  
The main point that our Lord is trying to teach 
His disciples and us, is that the Kingdom of Heav-
en is something very valuable, something that we 
should be willing to give all that we have to pos-
sess, and something that should not be taken for 
granted. 
 If I were to ask you, “Do you want to go to 
heaven”?  Most people, I hope, would reply “yes, 
I want to go to heaven when I die”. If I were to 
ask you, “Do you think you’ll make it”? Probably, 
most people would respond, “I hope so”. We 
know that the life of heaven is not something that 
we can earn on our own or that we deserve. Ulti-
mately, each one of us is a sinner, and each one of 
us is dependent on God’s love and mercy to reach 
heaven. We also know that God created us to 
know Him, to love Him, and to serve Him in this 
world, and to be with Him in the next. But we 
should never take God’s benevolence and his 
mercy for granted. 
 There was a period in history when people only 
went to Confession one time in their lives…at the 
end of their life before they died. The thought was 
that this gave them the best chance to reach heav-
en with a clean conscience. We now know that 
our Lord gave us the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
to be used not only at the end of our lives, but 
whenever we stumble and fall and need His for-
giveness. Our lives are a continual process of 
growing in spiritual maturity, and doing our best 
to prepare ourselves for the day when we will be 
judged by God for what we did, and what we 
failed to do.  
 In the parable today, we desire to be the “good 
fish” who are separated from the bad and kept.  If 
it’s been awhile since you’ve been to Confession 
or to Mass, visit one of our parishes.   

Bishop Gregory Parkes 

Even though we 
are unable to 
gather together 
physically due to 
coronavirus,  
Shalom continues 
to have programs 

to strengthen faith and give hope in dark times. In the cur-
rent situation of the pandemic, Shalom ministry has taken 
an initiative to do the Daniel fasting prayer to implore the 
Lord Almighty.  
 
Daniel fasting – 21 days spiritual journey with prayers 
and sacrifices from Aug 1st to Aug 21st - is the deliber -
ate and intentional dedication to focus on God and hum-
bling oneself in the presence of almighty God. We do this 
with the same fervor and urgency shown by Prophet Daniel 
for his people and nation.  
 
Expecting a great manifestation of God’s power upon the 
current pandemic, we lift our hands and hearts to the Lord 
for supernatural breakthroughs in our lives and in the 
world. 
“I ate no savory food, took no meat or wine, and did not 
anoint myself at all until the end of the three 
weeks” (Daniel 10:3) Fr. Roy Varghese Palatty CMI 
(Spiritual Director, Shalom Media) will be leading this ini-
tiative. 
We welcome you to join us in this prayer and share this 
message with as many people as possible, so that tens of 
thousands all over the world can join together in unison 
calling upon our Abba, Father and seeking his mercy and 
grace.   For more details about Daniel Fasting Prayer 
please visit our website link http://www.shalommedia.org/
danielfasting  Registration for this event is free. 

http://www.shalommedia.org/danielfasting
http://www.shalommedia.org/danielfasting
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Support Groups: Meet in the Education Building 
Monday, 7:00 pm  NA, GA, GA (family) 
Tuesday, 7:00 pm  Al-Anon, OA 
Wed.       7:30 pm  AA  
Thurs  6:30  AA Women Only 
Friday, 11:00 am  Al-Anon   
Friday 7:30 pm  Al-Anon 
 Saturday  7:00 pm   NA 

  JOIN our S.V.de P. Society 
 Wish List This Week: As the food 
pantry remains open during this 
time we need: stew, chili and peanut 
butter. 
 
 In the Gospel, we find that the demand of daily 
Christian living is to spend our life primarily searching 
for the kingdom of God. 

This month through your gifts to the Society 
of  St. Vincent de Paul was able to assist 434 
families, providing 18,580 pounds of food,  
$6,505 for utility and rent bills, etc.  Thank 
You! 

 We are in need of both cash donations and food.  
Cash donations can be put in an envelope marked 
SVDP Society and placed in the offertory basket or 
dropped off at the office. 
     Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society is 
made possible by your participation in serving this 
ministry. 

Calling all families for your assistance in 
preparation of our continued Faith For-
mation of your children. It is time to order 
the books and materials needed for each 
grade level. Ms Charlene Vassalli will be 
speaking at all the Masses this weekend 
and be available to help you with early 
registration. Or you may call the Faith For-
mation office at 938-1974. We look for-
ward to assisting you and pray the watch-
ful eye of God be on you and your family 
during these summer days. 

 
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 

Loans keep ‘essential ministries’ going 
during national emergency 

 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The chairman of the U.S. 
bishops’ domestic policy committee said the federal 
emergency “bridge loans” that dioceses, parishes and 
other Catholic entities applied for provided a lifeline, 
allowing “our essential ministries to continue to func-
tion in a time of national emergency.” 
 
  “The Catholic Church is the largest nongovernmental 
supplier of social services in the United States,” said 
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley. “Each year, our parishes, 
schools and ministries serve millions of people in need, 
regardless of race, ethnicity or religion. The novel corona-
virus only intensified the needs of the people we serve and 
the demand for our ministries,” he said. “The loans we 
applied for enabled our essential ministries to continue to 
function in a time of national emergency.” 
 
“The Paycheck Protection Program was designed to pro-
tect the jobs of Americans from all walks of life, regard-
less of whether they work for for-profit or nonprofit em-
ployers, faith-based or secular,” Archbishop Coakley said. 
 
“The shutdown orders and economic fallout associated 
with the virus have affected everyone, including the thou-
sands of Catholic ministries — churches, schools, health 
care and social services — that employ about 1 million 
people in the United States,” the archbishop said. 
 
According to CNN, more than 4.8 million small business 
owners have utilized the program. On June 30, the U.S. 
Senate extended to Aug. 8 the deadline to apply for the 
loans. The extension came as over $130 billion allocated 
to the program remained unused. 
 
The Paycheck Protection Program loans are partly 
“forgivable,” meaning the money does not need to be re-
paid if the employer uses the money for payroll costs, 
mortgage, rent and utilities as required by the program. 
 
“These loans have been an essential lifeline to keep hun-
dreds of thousands of employees on payroll, ensure fami-
lies maintain their health insurance, and enable lay work-
ers to continue serving their brothers and sisters during 
this crisis,” he added. By some estimates thousands of 
individual churches, schools, food pantries and other so-
cial service programs would have shuttered all around the 
country were it not for federal loan program.. 
 
Our parish made application to participate in this loans 
program to help make the difference  meet payroll and 
utilities cost. Thank you for the sacrifices you have made. 
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Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 Matthew 13 is a profound collection of parables by Jesus 

whose primary focus is the kingdom of heaven. Writing to a 

primarily Jewish-Christian community Matthew honors the 

devout tradition of minimizing public use of the name of 

God by using the term "kingdom of heaven." Elsewhere 

among the gospels and throughout the New Testament the 

equivalent idea "kingdom of God" is dominant. 

 It is important to hear the undercurrent of what Jesus is 

saying. First of all, the idea of "kingdom" implies citizen-

ship, or at least allegiance to a governing authority. This is 

Jesus' theme in his parable of the treasures (vv. 44-46). 

Among the pieces of properties that we collect in this life, 

says Jesus, we may someday suddenly stumble upon a treas-

ure that collects us. It possesses us. It demands allegiance 

from us. 

 When we choose other pearls, or dig around for treasures 

in our own backyards, we get from them what we are look-

ing for -- things that we can possess. But when the great 

prize of the hidden treasure comes our way, or we stumble 

onto the pearl of great price, we realize that our little hoards 

are insufficient. It is not enough to own a piece of fading 

substance; we need to be owned by something that trans-

cends our time. We need God to lay hold on us.  

 Jesus' stories in this chapter tell us that we are on the 

winning side in the battles of life. When Jesus tells the para-

bles of the seed and the yeast (vv. 31-35) he presents a pic-

ture of the kingdom of heaven that grows and dominates 

until it is the primary factor shaping the world. The tiny 

mustard seed morphs into a tree that provides a home for 

the birds and the bit of yeast transforms the entire loaf until 

it is utterly and completely changed. And, it is important to 

note, these things happen rather automatically. The change 

takes place from within the seed and from within the grain 

of yeast. 

 In other words, the kingdom of heaven has the winning 

power within itself and invites us along on the journey. We 

do not create the kingdom, but the kingdom creates us. Even 

though it appears to be insignificant at the start, the essence 

of greatness and the confidence of success lies within. 

Catholic Charities Helps Families  
Financially Impacted by COVID-19 

Catholic Charities is focusing on doing everything vir-
tually. People will be able to send their documents in 
by taking a picture with their phone or scanning it in. 
We’ve had to rethink our processes to be able to con-
tinue to provide our services,” . 

Part of the goals for Courageously Living the Gospel is 
addressing the need for affordable housing for low-
income, working families and individuals. The re-
sources that are provided through the expanded Path-
ways Program are indispensable to these communities. 
To contact Catholic Charities  By phone:(352) 686-
9897 ext. 157 or email utilityassistance@ccdosp.org,  
(Pasco Counties) 
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– Please join us via livestream from the Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle each Thursday at 
12:00 Noon on July 16, 23, 30 and August 6 to pray the Rosary, a remedy against severe trials, 
temptations and the hardships of life. This form of prayer is one of our greatest weapons in the 
battle against evil. Let us join together as one family and one community to pray for an end to 
the pain, discord and upheaval so many are experiencing at this present time. The first dioce-
san-wide Rosary prayer on July 16 will be led by Bishop Gregory Parkes.   

Dear Jesus, teach us to love to the utmost, 
with all the consequences that this may entail. 
In a holy communion of life we are one with 
you as you are with us. On the cross we go 
this way united with you, drinking of your 
grace, relying on your presence. Beloved, in-
fuse us with your Holy Spirit, and bond us to 
live in the Body of Christ. Always, everywhere, 
in all circumstances to the praise and glory of 
the three in One.  Amen. 

https://www.bijbelcitaat.be/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/web-03-cross-wood-crucifix-christ-cathopic_1486742115434363-vanesa-guerrero-rpm.jpg
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Gospel Reflection on Matt. 13:24 

Where have these weeds come from? 

An enemy has done this!  

We are living with a dangerous pandemic that has no re-

gard for who is infected. Everyone is obligated to take pre-

cautions. Our lives have been limit in social interaction, 

travel, entertainment and even places of worship. Yes, it 

does feel like and enemy had done this. How are we to dis-

tinguish between the wheat and the weeds? The garden we 

share is overgrown with both. Our government is paralyzed 

unable to cultivate a harvest of righteousness. Our church 

lacks the unity to know the Father’s will and bring about 

the reign of God. 

 

Catholics on both sides of the aisle believe themselves ca-

pable of assuming the role of God in judging the human 

heart. Jesus warns us that this judgment is not our responsi-

bility. We are not the ones to separate the wheat and the 

weeds. 

 

Sure, we can see the difference between the two. But we 

lack the ability to pull out the weeds without destroying the 

wheat. It is God alone at the end of time who will separate 

the wheat and the weeds. The weeds will be thrown into 

the fires to be destroyed. But it is not the harvesters, the 

workers in the field, who are charged with this mission.  

      It is God. 

What we need, in our present age, is a deeper memory of 

what it means to be Catholic. The Church is on pilgrimage, 

moving toward union of life, toward total communion 

with a merciful God. My task is not to prematurely sepa-

rate out the wheat and the weeds. The togetherness of the 

two is part of God’s mercy. 

 

Weeds can become wheat. Wheat can become weeds. God 

has allowed the Church to exist in history, in time and 

space, for the sake of conversion. 

 

The virus of disunity seeks to create a pure church. Mem-

bership in this Church consists of the really faithful, the 

super intentional, those who think and pray just like me. 

To the rest, good riddance, to hell you go. Little do we 

know, we damn ourselves in this proclamation. 

 

As Catholics, belonging to a Church that is one, holy, uni-

versal and apostolic, we must fight against this tendency. 

The only person’s holiness I can judge is my own. I can 

discern my own infidelity, my own apathy, the weeds that 

choke the love in my heart. This, I can and should change. 

Let Christ preach the Gospel. Let Christ be the judge of 

the wheat and the weeds. 

It is time to stand up against the heresy of Donatism, of 

creating a pure Church that alone is true, right and just. 

We will be saved, as Catholics, together. In a unity that we 

do not enact but comes as a gift from a merciful God. Un-

til then, let us pray that all the weeds — starting with my-

self — may become The wheat of Eucharist.  

Edited from OSV. 


