
Parish Events  
What’s Happening... 

 

As we face challenges and concerns 

related to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

are leaning more on our faith and trust-

ing in the Lord Jesus to be our protec-

tion and guide. While we are separated 

by quarantines, self-isolation and social 

distancing, Pope Francis reminds us 

that, united in Christ, we are never 

alone. To help all of the faithful remain 

rooted in faith during this time, we offer 

the following resources to you. Please 

send your email to the parish to sign up 

for Flock Notes: Laura@svdpfl.com to 

receive updates on parish events. 

 

Masses Cancelled 
Faith Formation with family at home, 

Lent Enrichment 
SVDP Society Food Pantry on  

Thursdays 1:00 –3:00 pm. 
 

The Church is open to spend time in 
Adoration, 8 am—8 pm.  

 
Anointing of the Sick on request. 

Call to notify of hospitalization or re-
quest home visit.. 

 
Office Hours weekdays 9:00 am to 2:00 
pm, call for an appointment at any time. 

 
“We are here for each other.” 

Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 29, 2020  
All Masses Cancelled 

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in 
me, even if he dies, will life, and everyone who lives and 

believes in me will never die.” 
“Do you believe this?” 



Support Groups: Meet in the Education Building 
Monday, 7:00 pm  NA, GA, GA (family) 
Tuesday, 7:00 pm  Al-Anon, OA 
Wed.       7:30 pm  AA  
Thurs  6:30  AA Women Only 
Friday, 11:00 am  Al-Anon   
Friday 7:30 pm  Al-Anon 
 Saturday  7:00 pm   NA 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Masses Television and Radio 

Scripture Readings for the Week of March 29, 2020 
Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45  
Monday Dn 13:1--62; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-95; Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday Gn 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59 
Friday Jer 20:10-13; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10 -13; Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11;  
 Mt 26:14—27:66 The Passion of the Lord. 

Thank you for worshiping with us. 
Sanctuary Candle: Lucy Hite (Hite Family)  

Sunday     March 29, 2020     

7:30am   Pasquale Romano+ (Charles & Lisa Nordello)  

8:30am   Parish Community 

10:00am   Marie  O’Connor+ (Anita McMahon) 

11:30am          Stephan Sannuto  (Sannuto Family) 

    Annette Mazzarini+ (Mazzarini Family) 

Monday     March 30,  2020     

8:30am            Fred Palenzar+ (Fred, son) 

Tuesday       March 31, 2020 

8:30am    Diane Sannuto+ Eward Sohanchyk+ Sannuto Fm)     

Wednesday    April 1, 2020       

8:30am       John Riordan+ (Jean Flynn)  Lupe Sancheyz+  

       (Gladys Falcones) 

Thursday       April 2, 2020     

8:30am  Kenneth McMahon+ (Ray & Margaret  Flanders) 

Friday        April 3, 2020     

8:30am  Souls in Purgatory (Thomas Family)  Violetta  

       Rivera Mendiola+ (Sangalang Family) 

Saturday     April 4, 2020     

8:30am  Mothers of the Blessed Sacrament 

4:00pm       Scott James Smigielski+  (Mom & Dad)) 

    Mary Lou Rosati+(Rosati Family) 

DIOCESE OF VENICE TV MASS 
The Diocese of Venice televises the Mass each Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m. on the CW Television Network. This can 
be seen in the southern parts of Pinellas County. 
Please check your TV provider to find CW on your 
channel guide. Questions?  Call 941-486-4714 

EWTN (Eternal World Television Network). EWTN 
broadcasts the Daily Mass LIVE at 8:00am ET from 
Our Lady of the Angels Chapel on the EWTN campus 
in Irondale, Alabama. It is re-aired at Noon ET and 
again at 7:00pm ET. You can watch via TV. Check to 
find EWTN on your local TV provider. 

CatholicTV  is offered by some television providers.  
CatholicTV also offers ways to watch on digital chan-
nels such as AppleTV, Roku, etc. 
 
Every weekday at 11:00 a.m. and Sundays at 11:00 
a.m., Spirit FM 90.5 broadcasts the Mass from the 
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in St. Petersburg. 
The Mass can also be heard on the station’s HD2 
channel Monday through Friday at 12:30 p.m.  Visit 
Myspiritfm.com to learn more. 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things. I desire 
to receive you into my soul.  Since I cannot now re-
ceive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my 
heart.  I unite myself wholly to You, never permit me 
to be separated from you.  Amen. 
 O Sacrament, most holy, O Sacrament divine, all 
praise and all thanksgiving be every moment thine. 

Blessed Palms will be available in the church 
to take home on Sunday from 8:00AM to 8:00 PM. 
Please read the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Matthew as we begin Holy Week.. 

http://www.catholictv.org/ways-to-watch-catholictv
http://www.catholictv.org/ways-to-watch-catholictv
http://www.myspiritfm.com/
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Finance Corner 
Parish Mass Offering 

March 21/22, 2020 
Mass Count: 0—Offertory $718.60 

Mailed in $638.60/Debt Reduction $60 
Easter Flowers $10/Ash Wednesday $5 

Thank you for keeping your eye on this page. With 
no Masses at this time, we are in need of continued 

financial support for the parish. 

Please consider online giving! 
Thank you sharing your time talent and 

treasure with us.  
God bless you and your loved ones. 

Having the Courage to Share the Good News 
 
 At times no matter what Jesus did, no matter how diffi-
cult or impossible, there were always people who doubted 
and would not believe. He wanted people to follow Him, 
to believe that a man could be raised from the dead and 
that those who believe Him to be the son of God will also 
have eternal life. On the surface it seems like an impossi-
ble task. Who would believe this man?  After all, He was 
the son of a carpenter.  
 Jesus proved His words through actions, by performing 
miracles, such as making the blind see, the deaf hear, the 
lame walk, and even bringing a dead man back to life as he 
did with Lazarus in this Gospel. After seeing this, how 
could someone not believe? But some didn’t believe or 
refused to do so. Once the doubters saw the miracles, 
some became fearful because their authority and power 
was threatened by Jesus. We know the rest of the story. 
Over 2000 years later, we still believe…but doubt can still 
enter our minds.   
 In John’s Gospel about the raising of Lazarus, Jesus 
wants to convince the Jews that He is the son of God, and 
that whoever believes in Him, though they may experience 
physical death, will live forever. We see miracles every day 
in our own lives, big ones and small ones. It takes courage 
not only to step out in faith and believe, but to tell others 
to do the same. Do you have the courage to proclaim Jesus 
is your personal savior and to share it with others?  
 When you’re facing moments of doubt regarding your 
faith, ask the Holy Spirit to enlighten your heart to know 
that Jesus is Lord and you can do all things through Him 
who gives you strength.   Bishop Gregory Parkes,  

What will our future be? I wonder? 
  All the systems within the human family are searching 
for a “new normal.” There will be no chance of making our 
way back to the way things once were.  In the face of the 
Coronavirus pandemic all humanity experiences the vul-
nerability and fragility of our interconnectedness.  

 Last week the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem asked 
peoples and communities to respect "the provisions and 
instructions of the civil authorities of the countries in 
which we live." In a joint communication they called upon 
Almighty God, "to look on our situation and be gracious to 
our suffering world. We are all called to live this time con-
tinuing to trust in our heavenly Father who takes care of 
all His creatures. It is good that we intensify personal 
prayer, fasting and alms-giving and to walk in the light of 
God’s love." 
 The alarm caused by the Coronavirus touches the area 
of Bethlehem with particular vehemence. The city where 
Jesus was born has been placed under quarantine after 
the first cases of people infected by Covid-19 had been 
diagnosed. Bethlehem appears to be a ghost town. As Ho-
ly Week draws near pilgrims are not able to visit the Holy 
Land. Travel has been restricted so the economic impact 
will be sever on the people living there.  

 Equal to the health concern is the economic recovery 
that is needed to retain a quality of life. The same chal-
lenge rest upon our families and churches. Alms giving 
looks first to the gifts we have received from God. In the 
little town of Bethlehem, on a cross outside Jerusalem the 
gift of God in the person of Jesus was given to the human 
family. Our churches are without public worship, but the 
truth of this gift is still found in the life of those who be-
lieve and know that God is with us. The message is still 
proclaimed. Christ is risen, His life is given to us. Alleluia. 

Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to 
throw a stone at her. Jn. 8:7. 
Time to bring your prayer stone to the cross. You carried it 
as a reminder of your own sin. Like Jesus we are tempted by 
the devil. The stone helped us to turn away from sin and 
show mercy. Bring the stone to the cross and place it inside. 
Take another stone and continue to carry it with you. Mark it 
with a symbol of your desire to over come this temptation.  
Jesus said, “Woman, where are they? Has no one con-
demned you?” She replied, “No one, sir.” Then Jesus said, 
“Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin 
any more.” 



The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I realize that for many of you, Saturday evening and Sun-
day are times when you would normally go to your local 
parish for Mass. Unfortunately, as we know, these days 
are anything but normal. However, as your bishop, I want 
to assure you of a few things. 
 
First, even though we may not be able to publicly come 
together for worship at this time, know that the Lord is 
always with you. He told us this as we read in Matthew, 
Chapter 28, Verse 20, where Jesus says, “And behold, I am 
with you always, until the end of the age.” We are never 
truly alone. Our Lord loves you and is with you during this 
challenging time. 
 
Second, the Lord’s Day, and each day for that matter, pro-
vide us with an opportunity to come together with others 
for prayer.  Again, Jesus tells us in Matthew, Chapter 18, 
Verse 20, “For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  And if you 
live alone, there are opportunities to connect with others 
through social media, on television, or on Spirit FM or Rel-
evant radio here in our diocese. Information on these can 
be found at our website: DOSP.org. 
 
Finally, we should never underestimate the power of 
prayer. Jesus tells us in John, Chapter 14, verse 13, “And 
whatever you ask in my name, I will do, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.” As Catholics we have such a 
rich treasury of prayers to draw upon. I encourage you to 
pray the rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, novenas, 
and to offer personal prayers to God each day from the 
heart. 
 
Please know that as your bishop, that I’m praying for you 
and your intentions in my daily celebration of the Mass 
and in my personal prayers.  Let us pray for one another 
during this time of crisis, and may we remain strong and 
courageous in our faith.  May God bless you! Most Rever-
end Gregory L. Parkes, Bishop of St. Petersburg. 

Prayer of Pope Francis 
 O Mary, you shine continuously on our 
journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in 
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
Health of the Sick, Salvation of the People, 
you know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, as you 
did at Cana of Galilee, so joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to 
the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our 
sorrows to bring us, through the Cross, to the joy of the 
Resurrection. Amen. 
We seek your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not 
despise our pleas, we who are put to the test, deliver us 
from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Response to COVID-19 

For 175 years, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has offered person-to-
person services to the most vulnerable in communities throughout the 
United States. In 2018, The Society's nearly 100,000 trained volunteers 
throughout the United States provided 12.5 million hours of volunteer 
service, helping more than 5.4 million people. 
 
Around the country, we are adapting our daily work to practice social 
distancing, as directed by federal and state agencies. In these unprece-
dented times, SVdP is shifting our service model from personalized face
-to-face service to meeting basic needs while social distancing... to pro-
tect the health of our volunteers, staff, friends in need, and communi-
ties. We are tailoring our services to meet the unique needs of all the 
communities we serve. 
 
We are accustomed to working with vulnerable populations. Like other 
businesses and organizations, our local groups have adopted protocols 
for preventing the spread of coronavirus, including increased access to 
hand sanitizer, added signage and verbal hand-washing reminders, and 
minimized personal contact. 
 
Leadership is monitoring the situation closely and will update protocols 
as needed. We are grateful for your understanding, care, and partner-
ship as we adapt and as Vincentians continue to respond to community 
needs. Thank you for continuing support of our mission to feed, clothe, 
house, and heal friends in need across the U.S.  
 
St. Vincent de Paul is a trusted nonprofit organization that already 
serves the most likely to be hurt by the economic devastation of the 
Coronavirus Crisis. Everyone is inconvenienced, but those already in 
need face financial devastation. You can be there for them. Your sup-

port will change lives. Together with faith, we will get through 
this. 

https://www.dosp.org/chancellor/directory/local-masses-with-online-video-streams/
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  JOIN our S.V.de P. Society 
 Wish List This Week: Pancake Mix, 
Syrup, Peanut Butter, Canned Vegeta-
bles these are items we are always in 
need of.  
 

 The Gospel today, challenges us to see and believe the 
signs of grace in our lives: joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy 
and kindness.  

  
This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul was able to assist 543 families,  
providing 7,078 pounds in food, $2,835 for utility 
and rent bills, etc…  Thank You! 
 

 We are in need of both cash donations and food.  Cash 
donations can be put in an envelope marked SVDP Society 
and placed in the offertory basket or dropped off at the of-
fice. 
 
Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society is made 
possible by your participation in serving this ministry. 

St Vincent de Paul Family 
Faith Formation continues in your homes in the 

time you spend with your children 
Classes are cancelled until school resumes 

 

Eternal life. Real life. We get up in the pulpit and promise 
the one after death and the other before it. What are we 
talking about? An endless succession of mornings where 
we get up, let the dog out, bring in the morning paper, 
and sit down to our first cup of coffee? That certainly 
sounds attractive to some of us, and perhaps appalling to 
others, but is that what scripture is telling us? Is that our 
faith? As we gather together, days before we observe our 
remembrance of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, let us 
consider a few things. 
 
Ezekiel tells us there is no life, temporal or eternal, with-
out the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God moves among us 
and brings us back to ourselves. This is real life. It cannot 
be negated by genocide, nor can it be lost in obscurity 
against the backdrop of the vastness of the universe. 
 
Real life comes with the knowledge of who Jesus is. That’s 
what we learn in our passage from John. John has been 
telling us who Jesus is through the words of Jesus. There 
has been a succession of I AM statements. And now we 
see this raising of Lazarus is not a party trick. It’s really the 
resurrection of Martha. Much maligned (unfairly) because 
of her contention with Jesus in Luke 10:38-42, Martha 
takes Jesus to task for lollygagging when it came to com-
ing to her brother’s aid. Yet Jesus engages her in dialogue, 
and she responds to all the I AM statements with a stag-
gering You Are! It is who Jesus that makes this life worth 
living and all the life that follows worth having. 
 
This is what Paul is saying in his letter to the Romans. 
Putting away the flesh (and we’re not talking about this 
life, because Paul through both his Greek and Hebrew 
backgrounds has a high view of the physical body) which 
means the aims of this world, we live now in Christ. We 
are alive, finally, in Christ. 
 
The life with Jesus begins now. It changes everything! The 
life with Jesus continues eternally. It changes everything. 
We are given not just eternal life, but REAL life -- let us 
live as the redeemed!  

Family Faith Formation for Kids 

Tiny Saints has published free activity sheets for families and 
children who are missing Mass, school and might be stuck at 
home. In a Facebook post, Tiny Saints wrote that its reasoning 
behind the move “is to help us all find a reason to smile and stay 
focused on Jesus, even when we might be tempted to worry.” 
As of now, the company only has one free printable, but it plans 
to have more available soon. 

Catholic Sprouts: Catholic mom Nancy offers a mix of prayer, 
saint stories, Scripture, and daily living designed for kids and 
young families. https://catholicsprouts.com/Getting-Started 

My Catholic Kids is offering free access to their children’s video 
library during this time of national emergency. These videos 
help young children understand and engage with the Mass. 
 Saint Stories for Kids: Chantal Baros recreates saint stories, 
told in an engaging style and intermixed with sound effects for 
kids. https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/saint-stories-for-
kids/id1448514363 

For Teens and Twenty-Somethings: Sunday, Sunday: Life Teen 
evangelist Mark Hart talks about the Sunday readings with an 
emphasis on how to apply the lessons of scripture to everyday 
life. https://lifeteen.com/media/podcast/sunday-sunday-
sunday-podcast-mark-hart/ 

The Crunch: Ethan (a FOCUS missionary) and Patrick (a youth 
minister) have weekly conversations about what it means 
to live the Catholic faith as young adults, https://
patln3.wixsite.com/thecrunchcast/about 

https://www.facebook.com/teamtinysaints/
https://www.tinysaints.com/pages/free-printables?fbclid=IwAR043sTMn9q9kxoGQUSno3LWzkytsWtHLiX1izUt6Mz39CVTOHZRvHSCABU
https://catholicsprouts.com/Getting-Started
https://mycatholickids.com/
https://mycatholickids.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/saint-stories-for-kids/id1448514363
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/saint-stories-for-kids/id1448514363
https://lifeteen.com/media/podcast/sunday-sunday-sunday-podcast-mark-hart/
https://lifeteen.com/media/podcast/sunday-sunday-sunday-podcast-mark-hart/
https://patln3.wixsite.com/thecrunchcast/about
https://patln3.wixsite.com/thecrunchcast/about


The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
  

All events are currently cancelled. 

Thursdays, between 1:00-3:00 p.m. SVdP Food Pantry 
drive up take out is open. The work that has gone into this 
service our parish is offering to the wider community is 
amazing! Thank you. 

LADIES AUXILIARY 

 
All events are currently cancelled. 

Our Lady’s Guild 
 

All events are currently cancelled. 

A Lenten Prayer to carry with you.  A pray for 

Healing and Hope and strength to experience the loving 
presence of God dwelling within you. Fasting is prescribed 
to reinforce our prayer during the Lenten season. We  
experience a complete conversion of heart and sorrow for 
our sins, “to become reconciled to God.” is the true spirit 
of fasting and pray. The frequent daily offering of this pray 
will commit it to your memory. 

The Mass Intentions Book for 2021 is open to reserve 
dates and times in the coming year. Masses are also available 
for 2020. Come to the parish office from 9:00 am to 2:00 p.m. 
or call to reserve a date. 

 “The Mass is the most perfect form 
of prayer!” It has immense power 
and countless miracles and conver-
sions have occurred throughout the 
centuries by offering Masses for a 
specific intention or person. Mass 
intentions are a great treasure of the 

Church and have a spiritual weight that is incalculable. “The 
Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass for 
their intention contribute to the good of the Church and by 
that offering share its concern to support its ministers and 
works” (945 §2). 

 During the weeks that Masses are suspended there are 
many ways that Catholics can Worship God and Practice 
their Faith:  

▪ Spend time with the Scriptures both as individuals and as 
a family. Catholics can find the Sunday and Daily Mass 
Readings online at USCCB.org in both written and audio 
form.  
▪ Use your normal worship time to practice a more con-
templative way of praying through Lectio Divina which is 
simply meditating on or contemplating the texts of Holy 
Scripture, allowing them to lead you to deeper prayerful 
communion. Click here for suggestions.  
 
▪ Expand your repertoire of prayer to include prayers of 
adoration, contrition, thanksgiving and supplication. Often 
times in our prayer life we get in a rut. By developing other 
ways of praying can help awaken our spiritual life. Click 
here for suggestions.  
 
▪ Parish groups can make use of social media to gather 
virtually for prayer, the rosary or the Liturgy of the Hours.  
 
▪ Individuals and groups can praise God by performing the 
Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy and other acts of 
charity. Parishes can coordinate opportunities to do this 
safely so that those isolated by the threat of the corona-
virus can feel the loving fellowship of the Christian Com-
munity.  
 
▪ Rather than hoarding essential items, families and neigh-
borhoods organize ways of looking out for others and 
sharing what is needed.  
▪ One can pitch in to make the work of keeping the home 
or workplace sanitized and safe for all.  
 
▪ Consider what safe and practical things your parish can 
do to help a local homeless shelter or nursing facility. For 
example, arranging to drop off essential supplies for the 
homeless shelter or organizing phone calls or greeting 
cards to residents in nursing facilities that are on lock-
down and may feel isolated.  
 
▪ Encourage those in your household and social circle to 
observe public health guidance and promote a spirit of 
hope and calm rather than withdrawing into individualism 
or desolation.  
 
Celebrate the gift of God’s Grace—Let your Faith be Visi-
ble in Words and Deeds  
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The peace of God that surpasses all understanding 
will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

(Philippians 4:7) 

 The news about the coronavirus can leave us feeling 
anxious and unsettled—and this is a completely normal 
reaction! But as we take seriously the advice of public 
health officials and follow their instructions to protect 
ourselves and our loved ones, now is also a great time to 
rely on the Lord more deeply and to care for the needs of 
the people around us. 
 
Yes, we must take prudent actions, but our decisions 
don’t have to be based on panic or fear. They can be 
based on love. Our God is a mighty God who loves us and 
cares for us, and he’s inviting us right now to love and 
care for others. So let’s stay close to the Lord. Let’s re-
member St. Paul’s promise that God wants to give us his 
peace in the midst of trial and uncertainty. 
 
In the scriptures there is a story of the three men put in a 
fiery furnace (Daniel 3). If you have a few minutes, take a 
look at it yourself. These young men faced a very real and 
dangerous threat. But they entrusted themselves to God: 
If our God, whom we serve, can save us from the white-
hot furnace and from your hands, O king, may he save us! 
But even if he will not, you should know, O king, that we 
will not serve your god (3:17-18). Rather than give in to 
fear or anxiety in a serious time of trial, these men relied 
on God. They praised him in the midst of their danger! 
 

 
In a similar way, this can be a time of grace and oppor-
tunity for us. Many events have been cancelled, and that 
means we may have more time to pray and reflect on the 
Scriptures, to praise the Lord, and to intercede for his 
people. What a blessing it would be if we could draw clos-
er to him during these next few weeks of Lent! 

 
Remember, too, that you are 
Jesus’ hands and feet. God 
wants you to be Christ to the 
people around you. He wants 
you to extend his love to 
them. Even if you can’t go out, 
you can still call someone and 

encourage him or her. You can devote more time to inter-
ceding for other people’s needs. If you aren’t in a high-risk 
age or health group and if you’re feeling healthy, maybe 
you can do the shopping for an older brother or sister. It’s 
important that we all care for one another even if we 
can’t do it in person. 
 
If you are feeling anxious, ask yourself, “What would Jesus 
say to me right now?” Then imagine him telling you what 
he told the disciples when their boat was being battered 
by a storm at sea: “Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid” (Matthew 14:27). Remember, Jesus is as close to 
you as he was to his apostles in the boat. Our Lord is still 
the Lord of all creation whose love endures forever. 


