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The Epiphany of the Lord 

  Being like the Magi 
“And behold, the star that they 
had seen at its rising preceded 
them, until it came and stopped 
over the place where the child 
was. They were overjoyed at see-
ing the star, and on entering the 
house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother. They prostrat-
ed themselves and did him hom-
age. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” – MT 2: 9-11 

     We remember and celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord. 
It is the time when the newborn king of the Jews is re-
vealed to the nations as was foretold by the prophets. The 
Jews had been awaiting a messiah for many generations. 
But now, Christ the Lord is recognized as king by gentiles 
who are non-believers. Yet they came to know and under-
stand the significance of this miraculous birth. 
 
      The magi, or “wise men”, as we have come to know 
them, recognized the signs that something significant was 
taking place. They were astronomers who looked to the 
stars for signs about what was happening. They saw a new 
star rising in the sky such as they had never seen before. 
The ruler, King Herod, was jealous and troubled by this 
revelation of a newborn king in his territory. He felt 
threatened that someone else – let alone an infant – 
might challenge his power. Meanwhile the magi, upon 
finding the child, paid homage by offering precious and 
meaningful gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
 
     As we move through the Christmas narrative, it’s inter-
esting to note that that the  people who were considered 
most important in society at that time were not the ones 
to receive the revelation of the birth of this child. The 
chief priests, temple officials, the secular king, and other 
authorities were all outside characters. It was the humble 
and lowly shepherds, and the magi that were the first to 
receive the good news of the Savior’s birth and found 
their way to the child. Christ was in their presence, but 
the local authorities failed to recognize Him, and would 
always be threatened by Him until the time of His death. 
 
     Is it still that way in our world today? Do we recognize 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our lives that are call-
ing us to a closer relationship with Jesus Christ?  While 
you may not have gold, frankincense and myrrh to offer, 
the best gift you can give Jesus in this New Year is your 
heart and soul. Make a resolution this year for Jesus Christ 
to be the king of your life.  ~  Bishop Gregory Parkes 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Entrance: Angels We Have Heard on High (#101) 
Verse 1: Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing 
o’er the plains, And the mountains in reply Echo back their 
joyous strains. 
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Verse 2: Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous 
strains prolong? Say what may the tidings be Which inspire 
your heavenly song. (to Refrain) 
 
Presentation: We Three Kings (#105) 
Verse 1: We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts we 
traverse afar. Field and fountain, Moor and mountain, 
 Following yonder star. 
Refrain: O, star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal 
beauty b right; Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide 
us to thy perfect light. 
Verse 2: Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to 
crown him again, King forever, Ceasing never Over us all to 
reign. (to Refrain) 
 
Communion: Silent Night (#78) 
Verse 1: Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and child! Holy Infant so tender 
and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly 
peace. 
 
Verse 2: Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the 
sight; Glories stream from heaven afar; Heavenly hosts 
sing “Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is 
born.” 
 
Verse 3: Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure 
light Radiant beams form thy holy face, With the dawn of 
redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at 
thy birth. 
 
Sending Forth: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (#92) 
Verse 1: Hark! the herald angels sing: “Glory to the new-
born King; Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sin-
ners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the tri-
umph of the skies; With angelic hosts proclaim: “Christ is 
born in Bethlehem! ”Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to 
the newborn King.” 
 
Verse 2: Christ, y highest heaven adored, Christ, the ever-
lasting Lord; Late in time, behold him come, Offspring of a 
virgin’s womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail th’incarnate Deity! Pleased as man with us to dwell; 
Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory 
to the newborn King.” 
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THE JOURNEY.  A WAY TO DEEPEN 
YOUR EXPERIENCE OF JESUS 

     The first series in the Journey was well 
received by those able to join in small faith 
groups. They felt a bond with others as 
they each experienced Christ in their own 
way and also shared the same connection 

in their relationship with God.   
     We will begin the second series of the Journey in 
January.  Currently we have groups that meet on 
Wednesday at 9:30 am and 2 pm and Thursday at 1 
pm.  We welcome you to join one of these groups or 
add another group, please call Chris at 727-938-
1974, ext. 1. 

Thank you for your generosity to the parish at Christmas 

and the year’s end. Your charity and gifts cheered the 

hearts of many with a little extra joy. Your support and 

love assists the mission being accomplished in the parish.  

Contact Christine DeLieto who is happy to help you with 

questions regarding our secure electronic giving process 

and to setup your reoccurring offertory gifts.  

On this feast of the three King who came in search of find-

ing the newborn Savior of the world; we rejoice in the 

greatest gift ever given—God wrapped in the flesh of hu-

man nature and now wrapped in the bread of Holy Com-

munion. May our own lives be wrapped in the mystery of 

such great love. You too are a gift wrapped in God.  

Readings for the Week of January 3, 2021 
Sunday Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 Is 60:1-6; Eph. 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
 1 Jn 3:22—4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday Saint André Bessette, Religious 
 1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16 
Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30 
Sunday Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Acts 10:34-38 or 
 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
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Advent 4th, Sunday Dec. 20—Parish Offering $6,662.50 

Christmas Masses  —Parish Offering $7,232.00 

Christmas Offertory—$6,820.00 

Total—$11,253,00—Thank You! 

Holy Family, Sunday Dec 27 Offertory—$4,021.00  

Christmas Masses Attendance was 609 people 

4:00 - 157; 8:00 - 195; 10:00 - 126; 11:30 - 131 

Sunday Holy Family Masses was 405 people. 

Thank you sharing your time with us.  

God bless your sacrifices. 

Follow the Mass on Facebook live streaming on 

Saturday at 4:00 pm.  

Visit www.svdpfl.com for online giving! 

Feast of Epiphany- 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore You. Ps 72:11 
 
 The grace of the feast of Epiphany is the gift of 
the presence of God to all people. God dwells among his 
people in Jesus Christ, born long ago in Bethlehem and 
dwelling NOW in us and in the Eucharist. 
 Epiphany celebrates the revelation of God to the 
Magi, the astronomers from the east who saw a new light 
in the darkness of the skies, and chose to follow it. They 
were led by the light to an unexpected place, a humble 
stable, where they encountered the God-Child with Mary 
and Joseph. And they knelt to adore Him offering gifts. 
 Like the Magi, we are invited to follow the glim-
mers of God’s light, and come to adore Jesus present in 
the Eucharist and in our very soul.  The sanctuary light 
might be thought of as the star that announced the pres-
ence of the Messiah, our King, just as it now proclaims the 
presence of Jesus in the Tabernacles of our world. 
 Saint Peter Julian Eymard, the Apostle of the 
Eucharist, and the founder of the Blessed Sacrament com-
munity that serves our Parish, first publically celebrated 
Solemn Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the feast 
of the Epiphany, January 6, 1857, one year after the 
founding of the Congregation. Our Parish enjoys this very 
special privilege. Following Mass each day, we are invited 
to participate in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and 
to visit with Jesus, the Trinity, present in our very self and 
truly present in the Monstrance on our altar. 



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

WORD OF APPRECIATION 
     This past week we paid bills including: Lawn Mainte-

nance $550, Computer Maintenance $500, A/C Repair 

$1,106 and Needy $130. 

     On our Christmas gift list we are asking for:  

 Cameras and system to livestream $7,000. 

 Music Licensing to livestream $   675. 

     These gifts will be helpful so that the homebound and 

parishioners who do not feel safe returning to Mass yet 

can receive high quality livestreaming.  To date we have 

received $2,900 towards the gift list and still need $4,775. 

    Thank you for your support by giving to the Annual Pas-

toral Appeal.  Our goal is $89,275 and we have pledges 

of $69,607.  To date $65,920.16. has been paid.  From our 

617 registered families 245 have made pledges, with the 

average pledge being $285. There is still time to make a 

donation to the 2020 APA.  Show your appreciation for 

work of the Diocese with a generous gift to the Annual 

Pastoral Appeal. Help us reach our goal.    

      We thank all who are unable to come to church and 

still send your contributions to help meet our costs and 

carry out our ministries . Thank you and God Bless you! 

 Sunday—3rd 
NO Faith Formation Classes 

Monday—4th 
Share the Word 10 am 
Divine Mercy 1 pm 
Divine Will 3 pm 

Tuesday  - 5th 
 

Wednesday—6th 
 

Tax Statements 
     It is that time of year again when we begin to think 
about tax statements.  If you are in need of your 2020 tax 
statement from the Church, please call the office at 727-
938-1974.  We hope to be able to start printing them by 
January 15, 2021.  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to call us. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Year of Saint Joseph– With a Father’s Heart.  
The Son of God, Jesus, now lives among us. 
For thirty years of his “hidden life” he was 
entrusted to Mary’s care and the care of 
Joseph, her legal spouse and his earthly 
father.   “Saint Joseph not only saw the 
Redeemer, long desired of kings and 
prophets, he conversed with Him and em-
braced Him with paternal affection. With the utmost de-
votion he provided food for Him whom the faithful were 
to receive as the heavenly Bread of eternal life. (Eymard 
Library, Vol. 8, p3).  
In this year of Joseph, we join Pope Francis daily in prayer 
with thanksgivings for the Eucharistic presence of Christ, 
present in and among us, an ancient invocation: “Joseph, 
my beloved father, all my trust is in you. Let it not be said 
that I invoked you in vain, and since you can do every-
thing with Jesus and Mary, show me that your goodness 
is as great as your power. Amen (Patris corde).  

Living the Eucharist in Loving Service 
 

Take time to look at the night sky and ponder the mystery 
that is beyond our reach. Search for presence of Christ 
who waits for you. Bring the longing of your hearts and 
come to take time to adore. Allow the living presence of 
Christ in you to change your world into a place of love and 
forgiveness in as much as that is what has been given to 
us; “...a Son, named Jesus, who will save his people from 
their sins.” 
 
Thank you for your generosity in 
your gifts to the parish at Christ-
mas and the year’s end. Your 
charity and gifts went to cheer 
the hearts of many to bring a 
little extra joy. Your generous support and love assists the 
mission that is being accomplished in the parish.  
 
On this feast of the three King who came in search of find-
ing the newborn Savior of the world; we rejoice in the 
greatest gift ever given—God wrapped in the flesh of hu-
man nature and now wrapped in the bread of Holy Com-
munion. May our own lives be wrapped in the mystery of 
such great love. You too are a gift wrapped in God.  

Bring your family and friends to 
spend time with you in the 

presence of the Blessed  
Sacrament. Make a New Year’s 

resolution to spend time in  
adoration. The world is in need 
of prayer to know the love of 

God. The church is open every 
day until 9:00 pm. Find some 
quiet time to open you heart  

in prayer. 



 Thursday—7th 
SVdP Food Pantry 1pm 
Contemplative Prayer 4pm 
 

Friday - 8th 
Coffee Social 8 am 
Friday Night Dinner 4:30 pm 
Associates Formation Program 
     5:40 pm 

Saturday  - 9th 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy 3 pm 
 

Sunday—10th 
Faith Formation Classes 11am 
Youth Group 12:30 

Our Lady’s Guild   The Our Lady’s Guild activi-
ties and meetings are cancelled for the 
months of January due to the spike of COVID
-19. Arts and Crafts as well as Rosary Making 
is also cancelled. The health and safety of 
our members is of utmost importance. All 

updates in Our Lady’s Guild plans will be announced in 
Flocknote and through the church bulletins. 

 

 

Our St. Vincent De Paul SCRIP PROGRAM  
now has the gift cards listed available at the Parish 
Office or Gift Shop for immediate purchase!  You can 
simply walk in and purchase them on-site. 
This is a great way to support your Parish,  
while doing everyday shopping. 

 

  Amazon $25   Subway $10 

  CVS  $25   The Home Depot $25 

  Lowe’s  $25   Visa   $50 

  Starbucks  $10   Walmart/Sam’s Club $25 

January 3, 2021—www.svdpfl.com 

With a Father’s Heart.   Pope Francis describes Saint 
Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, 
an obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is 
creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the 
shadows.  St Joseph was a man ‘committed’ to Mary, 
chosen from among all the women on earth, always his 
virgin bride, and to Jesus, by virtue of legal, not natural, 
descendance, his offspring. His were the burdens, the 
responsibilities, the risks, the little preoccupations of the 
small and singular holy family.  
 
It is a silent thanks to which Joseph, in unison with 
Mary, watches over the Word of God. A silence woven 
of constant prayer, a prayer of blessing of the Lord, of 
the adoration of his holy will and of unreserved entrust-
ment to his providence. It is no exaggeration to think 
that it was precisely from his ‘father’ Joseph that Jesus 
learned at the human level - that steadfast interiority 
which is a presupposition of authentic justice which he 
was one day to teach his disciples.  

A message from Pope Francis as we begin 2021 
A love that reaches our poverty 
Out of God’s infinite love for us Jesus was born, not in a 
palace, but in the manger of a stable. Jesus “came into the 
world as each child comes into the world, weak and vul-
nerable, so that we can learn to accept our weaknesses 
with tender love… God loves to work wonders through 
our poverty,” the Pope said. 
This is a sign, he continued, “to guide us through life.” In 
Bethlehem, “God lies in a manger, as if to remind us that, 
in order to live, we need Him, like the bread we eat. We 
need to be filled with His free, unfailing, concrete love.” 
Pope Francis insisted that “the manger, poor in everything 
yet rich in love, teaches us that true nourishment comes 
from letting ourselves be loved by God and loving others 
in turn.” 

Teaching us how to love 
God came to us at Christmas as a weak and vulnerable 
Child to teach us how to love, the Pope said. “God came 
among us in poverty and need, to tell us that in serving 
the poor, we will show our love for Him.” 

Take time to pray this prayer from Pope Francis:  
 “Jesus, you are the Child who makes me a child. 
You love me as I am, not as I imagine myself to be.  
 In embracing you, the Child of the manger, I once 
more embrace the truth of my life.  
 In welcoming you, the Bread of life, I too desire to 
give my life over to you.  
 You, my Savior, teach me to serve out of love. 
 You who did not leave me alone, help me to com-
fort your brothers and sisters, for, from this day, all 
are my brothers and sisters.” 



The Knights of Columbus Friday night din-
ners Fr. Farrell Hall January 8. The Knights 
will have their monthly General Meeting on 
Monday January 18, at 7:00 pm. All the 

Knights are welcome and encouraged to come. Face masks 
will be worn and social distancing held. 

The Ladies Auxiliary next monthly 
meeting is on Monday, January 18, at 
7:00pm, in Father Farrell Hall. Ladies if you 
would like to come and see what we do 
and how we go about doing things with 
the Knights, you are more than welcome 
to come and join us. Face masks will be worn and social 
distancing will be in effect. 

The Word Was Jesus.  John:1-9 
The Word of God was Jesus. He was with God in the begin-
ning and he was God. There is only one God. We may say 
that God is different to each of us. He may be judge to 
some, and to others he is defense attorney. He is both Fa-
ther and brother through Jesus. 
 
Jesus' life was light. Darkness is not a separate element. 
You can turn on a light and see everything clearly, but if 
you are in a lighted room you can't switch on something to 
make it dark. In darkness we don't see things and we 
stumble over them. If we are in darkness we don't see sin. 
We can't see the evil we do. Without the light of Christ we 
can stagger along in our sinful ways, but if someone turns 
on the light we are horrified at what we see. We have two 
choices: 1) Turn off the light and try to forget what we 
have seen and go on with our sad life, or 2) We can feel 
sorry for our sins and seek forgiveness, and also ask for 
the light to remain and the strength to stay in the light and 
avoid doing wrong. 
 
God most often sends someone ahead of him to open 
minds and hearts to receive him. That is the job of a priest, 
though it could be the job of a parent or a friend. God may 
call anyone of us to prepare the way for him to come to 
others who have not met him. 
 
When the people came to hear John, there was something 
in them that recognized the truth. All a missionary has to 
do is tell the story we have been given and we can see a 
light dawn in the people to whom we are speaking. God's 
Spirit is planted in everyone so that when the light of the 
gospel is turned on, those who recognize him will become 
his children. As the scripture assures us so often, we have 
been adopted because of our faith. 
 
Our whole lives need to reflect our faith, though we have 
to be careful. One child coming out of church turned to 
the priest and said, "Are you God?" We must, like John, 
say that the one God sent in the flesh of Jesus is the  
Only God. 
 
Keep the joy of our Lord's coming after the lights of Christ-
mas are take down from the tree. Keep Jesus in your heart 
fresh every day, and let Sundays keep reminding us so that 
the light never fades away in our lives.  

Youth Ministry News!  
Youth Activity Gathering  

 
 We look forward to seeing you as we grow 
together keeping one another safe. There 
are still many ways to have fun and enjoy friendships.  
 

January 10th from 12:30—2:30,  
Pray Together Play Together 

       JOIN our S.V.de P. Society   
Wish List This Week:  We are still in 
need of the regular items we pass out 
such as cereal, soup, canned meat, 
peanut butter, pancake mix and syrup.   
 
     Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, 
where the Magi find the newborn king and offer him 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 

In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in 
the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box so that com-
fort and peace can once again be given to a 
newborn child. 
 

     With a growing number at our door we are in need of 
both cash donations and food.  Cash donations can be 
put in an envelope marked SVDP Society and placed in 
the offertory basket or dropped off at the office. 
 
Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society is made 
possible by your participation in serving this ministry. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
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About Human Trafficking 

Human Trafficking involves the commercial exchange and exploitation of humans including 
forced prostitution and pornography, involuntary labor, servitude and debt bondage. Hu-
man trafficking is a growing problem worldwide, recently rising to the second most com-
mon criminal activity behind the illegal drug trade. Florida has been identified as a hub for 
human trafficking activity, citing one of the highest incidences of human trafficking in the 
country. This crime affects all types of individuals, both foreign and domestic. Florida is 3rd 
in the nation for human trafficking across the U.S. The Tampa Bay area, including Pinellas 
County, is one of the greatest problem areas in the state. 

 An estimated 21 million children, women and men are caught in the cycle of trafficking worldwide, with 
80% of trafficking victims being female, and up to 50% are children 
 There are between 100,000 – 300,000 sex trafficking victims under 18 in the U.S. per year. 
 12 years old – the average age of entry into the sexual exploitation industry, with some as young as 9 years 
old 
 Total yearly profits generated by human trafficking are $32 billion – Specifically, trafficking for sexual exploi-
tation generates $28 billion per year 
 Human trafficking is the fastest growing and 3rd largest organized criminal activity, behind only drug and 
arms trade. By the time that you read this information, human trafficking may pass arms trade-because you sell 
drugs or weapons once and they're gone. A child, you can sell over and over again. Unfortunately, the life ex-
pectancy for a child taken into sex trafficking is only 7 years from the date of capture.  
 
If you see something suspicious and suspect it could be human trafficking, you can take action! Report your tip 
to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center at (888) 373-7888. Call the local Clearwater / Tampa Bay 
Area Task Force on Human Trafficking at 727-562-4917. Call us directly at 727-851-9074 to learn more about 
our services for human trafficking victims. 


