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SERVED BY THE BLESSED SACRAMENT CONGREGATION—LIVING THE EUCHARIST IN LOVING SERVICE 

Catholic Ministry Appeal Prayer 

More numerous than the stars in 

the sky are your blessings, O Good 

and Gracious God. You have called 

us to spread the Good News of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, through our 

words and actions. 

Strengthen our faith and open our 

hearts to care for all of our brothers 

and sisters, especially those who 

need us the most.  

Help us to understand the differ-

ence we can make, the love we can 

share and the lives we can bring to 

Christ through the Catholic Ministry 

Appeal. 

We pray that your grace, O Lord, 

will lead us to be your loving heart 

and hands  today.  Amen. 
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Parish Staff—Pastor, Fr. William Fickel, SSS; Parochial Vicar, Fr. Dominic Long, SSS 

Parish Administrator, Christine DeLieto; Stewardship, Laura Worhacz; 

Faith Formation Director, Charlene Vassalli; Choir Director, Tierra Carson Booth; 

Secretary, Anabella Batista; Maintenance, Rocky Hieu Nguyen; Chef/Hall Rental, Mark Brose  

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil  Sat 4:00 pm.  

Sun: 7:30, 10:00, 11:30. 
(Vietnamese), 8:30. 

Daily Mass: 8:30 a.m.  

Confession Thurs. 3:00-4:00  

and 7:00-7:30 pm.  

The church is open 7:30 am to 
9:00 pm to visit the Lord  for 

quiet prayer.  

Morning Prayer: 8:05 a.m. 
Exposition: 9:00 a.m. with the 
rosary, Divine Mercy chaplet.  

Benediction: 11:55 a.m.  

Call the parish for any need, 
anointing of the sick or home 
visits for communion. Office 
hours 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

The season of Lent set a place at your table 

for a guest to share a meal with you. Pick 

up a CRS Rice Bowl to take home. Lenten 

Alms Change Lives. During Lent we find the 

example in Jesus who did the Father’s will 

and taught his disciples the power of pray-

er, the denial of fasting and the generosity of caring for others in their 

need. We need to do the same.  

   This year, the CRS Rice Bowl Stories of Hope take us where we’ll 

learn how people are overcoming the causes of hunger and adapting 

to climate change. As you journey with us during Lent, remember that 

through prayer, God invites us to slow down in the silence and look for 

him around us—in nature and in people who need us most. 

   Our fasting is an act of solidarity with people who are hungry—and it 

helps us feel a small part of what they are living day by day. It is in this 

spirit that our almsgiving is an act of love for God and neighbor.  

   Through giving, there is no limit to what we can achieve together to 

serve people impacted by climate change. We die to self so that Christ 

might live in us. We share gifts from our Rice Bowl in solidarity. 

Noticing God in Our Everyday Lives. 

Please take a moment and let us know you will join us in this adventure to simply notice God in new ways 

that will bring a lasting impact with  small group sharing from the book “And That Got Me to Thinking .  

This week decide to take on a practice that will make a difference in your daily life. Join a weekly book sharing 

group to help keep you on track with others. The book is discounted for $10, by the author, Ellen Shadle who is 

excited to guide us along the way. 

  What to do is drop an index card with you name and phone# or email, the day of the week and the approxi-
mate hour of the day you are available.  We will try to gather the group and give you a location. If you al-
ready have a small group, just send us the names and info contact along with time, day and place. Any ques-
tions call the parish office, we are happy to work with you in getting our parish Lenten practice of noticing God 
in our daily life. 
   This is a book of personal ordinary experiences that invite time for reflection, a prayer and activity. The chap-
ters are just 1 to 3 pages. Each week your group will meet on a day and time of your choice. Reading a story a 
day will give you seven lessons to share. Each person is asked to speak about the story highest or lowest on 
their list. Take time to learn from one another without comment. After all have shared take a look at the activi-
ties and decide on a Lenten practice for the coming week.  
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PARISH GIVING FEBRUARY 12, 2023 
 Sunday Offering      $  7,676.00 

Candle Money      $    196.00 

Total (Thank You!)      $7,872.00 

   Visit www.svdpfl.com for online giving. 

Mass Attendance  789 

4:00 p.m.      232  $1848.00 

7:30 a.m.    103  $1223.00 

8:30 a.m.    149  $  844.00 

10:00 a.m.    190  $1636.00 

11:30 a.m. 115  $  834.00 

Mail In   $1170.00 

Additional   $  121.00 
Thank you for sharing your time with us.  

God bless your sacrifices. 

The Mass is live streamed on Sat. at 4:00 p.m. 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 
Sanctuary Candle Intention for the week,  

Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday  February 26 

7:30am               Joannie Lichtsteiner+ (family) 

8:30AM               Parishioners 

10:00am Ernest Venafro+ (Ed Nessler) 

11:30am Florence Rogan+ & David Jones+  

  Marie Picone 

Monday February 27 

8:30am               German Salazar (Luz Fulbright) and 

  Diane Gale, Intentions (Mary Webb) 

Tuesday February 28 

8:30am  Rev. Peter Nguyen, sss healing (Mary Webb)

  and Solowczuk family, special intention 

  (Maria Soloczuk) 

Wednesday March 1 

8:30am  Elizabeth Riordan+ (Jean Flynn) and  

  Maurice Batista+ (Bob & Theresa Occhipinti) 

Thursday March 2 

8:30am  Theodore Kalaitzis+ (Hristos &  

  Michele Kalatzix) and 

  Maurice Batista+ (Lay Associates) 

Friday  March 3 

8:30am  Maria Mendoza+ (friend) and 

  Souls in Purgatory (Thomas Family) 

Saturday March 4 

8:30am  Mothers of the Blessed Sacrament and  

  Henry Pietka+ (family) 

4:00pm                Holy Souls in Purgatory (Denise Laplace)  

         

MAKE YOUR PURCHASES WITH 

GIFT CARDS BY ORDER FORM OR 
SELECT GIFT CARDS ON-

SITE & WE BENEFIT  

VISA $50                  TARGET  $ 25 

AMAZON  $25         WALMART  $25 

LOWE’S  $25            PUBLIX $25 

CRACKER BARREL  $10                

  NEXT ORDER: March 6, 2023 

Readings for the week of February 26, 2023 
Sunday:  Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7Rom 5:12-19/Mt 4:1-11 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32  
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12  
Friday:  Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48  
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1-9 
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Where does the money go?  
A WORD OF APPRECIATION 

     Thank you for your support in paying these bills:   
Payroll $ , Payroll Taxes $ , Employee Benefits $2424.08, 
Property and Liability Insurance $4308.34, Internet for 
Admin $487.95, Water and Sewer $131.87, Electric 
$47.26, Fundraising Expenses $2,210.82, Offertory En-
velopes $388.19, Office Supplies $47.41, Cleaning Sup-
plies $12.67,Paper Supplies $383.64, Hospitality 
$245.46, Program Supplies $10.24, Postage $55.75 and 
Musician $150.00. 

   We are open seven days a week and serve many 

people in the area with our prayers and outreach. To 

those who are homebound, keep us informed of your 

needs. Thank you and God Bless you! 

Jesus fasts for 40 days in the desert and is 
tempted by the devil. Matthew 4:1-11. 

In the three Synoptic Gospels after Jesus’ baptism by 
John, Jesus is reported to have gone to the desert to 
fast and pray for 40 days. In each case, while in the 
desert, Jesus is tempted by the devil. 

Matthew tells how the devil tempts Jesus in the de-
sert. The devil presents three temptations to Jesus. 
The devil tempts Jesus to use his power to appease 
his hunger; he tempts Jesus to put God’s promise of 
protection to the test; and he offers Jesus all of the 
kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship the devil. 
In each case, Jesus resists the temptation, rebuking 
the devil with words from Scripture. 

The account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert is filled 
with allusions and parallels to the Old Testament, in-
cluding the story of the people of Israel. The Israelites 
spent 40 years wandering in the desert in Exodus, for 
example, and Jesus spends 40 days in the desert. As 
the Israelites were tempted during the Exodus, so too 
is Jesus tempted. 

Each temptation offers insight into both God and the 
human condition. Jesus’ rejection of the temptations 
shows that he will not put God to the test. Grounding 
himself on the word and authority of Scripture, Jesus 
rebukes the devil, confident in God’s protection and 
faithfulness. 

As we start our journey through Lent, our readings 
call us to adopt the same confidence that Jesus had in 
the face of temptation. The temptations that Jesus 
faced symbolize the same types of temptations that 
we face today as his followers.  

Jesus trusted God’s word in Scripture and was able 
to resist the temptations of the devil. Scripture can 
also help us resist temptation. When we read the 
Bible, we learn about God and what God wants of 
us. 

Pray to be confident in God’s Word as found in Scrip-
ture and to trust his Word when we face temptations.  

Gospel Reflection 

Come walk the Stations of the Cross 
at 3:00 on the Fridays of Lent. 
My Lord, Jesus Christ, You have made 
this journey to die for me with unspeak-
able love. Yet, I have many times un-
gratefully abandoned You. Now I love 
You with all my heart.  I am sincerely 
sorry for ever having offended You. 
Have mercy me, my God, and permit me to accompany 
You on this journey. You go to die for love of me; I want 
to follow you, to die to myself for love of You. My Jesus, I 
will live and die always united to You.. 

Celebrate the Sacrament of Penance this Lent in the 
communal form of the Sacrament  at these times.  
St. James the Apostle,    Wed. March 1st—4pm 

Our Lady Queen of Peace, Mon. March 20th —4pm 

St. Vincent de Paul, Thurs. March 23rd, 4pm & 7pm 

St. Michael Archangel, Mon. March 23rd, 4:00pm. 

 St. Thomas Aquinas, Tue.  March 28th—4pm. 
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Gospel reading Matthew 4:1-11  

In today's Gospel, Jesus claims, “One does not live 
by bread alone” (Matthew 4:4). Jesus forewent food 
in the wilderness for forty days to prove it was pos-
sible. Because he is so abundant, God’s spirit can 
sustain any need. Our fasting shows us that this is 
possible in a personal, experiential way.  

Fasting is an act of faith that “No, I don’t have to 
satisfy every urge.” Relying on God, we aren’t sub-
servient to our urges. Jesus tasked our parish with 
the mission to reach hungry souls with Jesus’ sus-
taining bread of life.  

Through your generosity, you can help our Catholic 
Ministry Appeal feed those who hunger— physically 
and spiritually. Jesus’ angels ministered to him at 
the end of his fast and we, too, need your help to 
minister to the weak. Some souls have been fasting 
from His love for far too long. This Lent let’s work 
together to end that fast. They need to know His 
name. May the name of Jesus be glorified through 
our Catholic Ministry Appeal! 

We know we can make a difference by working to-
gether. One gift, when added to thousands in soli-
darity, can serve and support thousands.  

You can make a secure on-line gift today through 
one of these three options: 

VISIT:  givetominis-
try.dosp.org:   

SCAN: THE QR CODE  

CHECK:  Payable to Catho-
lic Ministry Appeal PO Box 
40200 St. Petersburg, FL  

Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in evangelization.  

Indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love does not need  

much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. 

Women’s Lenten Retreat 

St. Jerome Parish, 10895 Hamlin Blvd., Largo, invites 

you to their Women’s Lenten Retreat “His Cross of 

Amazing Love”. Plan to join them on this special 

event on March 3 and 4, 2023 at the parish hall. Cost 

is $25 and includes: snacks, beverages, lunch, retreat 

materials and many special surprises!  For questions, 

general schedule and registration contact Sr. Lucia 

at srlucia@stjeromeonline.org or Lori Giovannini 

at lori.giovannini@gmail.com. 

Reserve a place at the St. Vincent de Paul family 

Seder  Meal. Saturday, March 25th at 5 PM. We 

seek to honor the tradition of the Seder Meal in keep-

ing with the Jewish Pass-

over. Please call the 

office for your tickets,  

$8.00 adults, $20.00 fam-

ilies.  

The Seder Meal is a tradition celebrated by people of the 

Jewish faith during Passover. The meal consists of rituals, 

prayer and food meant to represent parts of the Exodus 

story where the people of Israel were led from slavery in 

Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land.  

Jewish communities celebrate Seder among their fami-

lies, or people of the Jewish faith. Guests are often invit-

ed to join them.  “The first thing recited in a Seder Meal 

says that anyone who doesn’t have a meal should come 

join.”  “The ability to invite others to table is a sign of 

freedom.” 

Passover in general is a family holiday to celebrate our 

freedoms. This is a good time to invite friends and neigh-

bors to share a meal with you at our parish. Please do 

delay in getting this on your calendar and making your 

reservation. We hope to have a great many families shar-

ing in the Passover meal. 

mailto:srlucia@stjeromeonline.org
mailto:lori.giovannini@gmail.com
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Friday Nite 
Dinners Come be with us on Friday to enjoy 

an “ALL YOU CAN EAT” dinner for $12.95.  
Spread the word and help us to put a flyer in 

your club house. Richard will give you one when you 
come to dinner. Join the Knights of Columbus.  We thank 
all the Knights for showing up for our monthly meeting 
on the Third Monday of each month. 

Thank you for your contribu-
tion to the St. Vincent de Paul 
Church Spring Rummage Sale, 
the hours of volunteers service 
in setting up, selling, and clear-

ing out. Thank you to everyone who came out to 
drop off and found a treasure to take home.  Your 
assistance makes these events both possible and 
successful.   

 Everyday Stewardship for Lent – Mindful 

What is it that tempts you the most? Is it an action, a per-

son, or a place? Is it something that seems innocent 

enough, like a food, a drink, or an event? When you really 

start reflecting, you find that there are many temptations 

all around. Even if you are strong and never succumb to a 

certain temptation, it is still there waiting for a weak mo-

ment in your life. 

One difficultly in the life of a disciple trying to live a stew-

ardship way of life lies in the temptations we never actually 

see. We are too busy thinking about past failures or suc-

cesses, or we are fixated on what possibilities the future 

holds that we miss the important things going on in the 

present. Jesus could be standing directly in front of us, but 

we miss him because we are looking everywhere except 

straight ahead. 

Being mindful means that we are looking out for how and 

when God will call us this very day. Our decisions this day 

will have a huge impact on the future. If we only look to 

the future, we will miss those important calls to action. We 

may even find ourselves in a desert of sorts, looking for 

any way out we can find. However, God may need us to 

give of ourselves for a reason we cannot yet discern while 

in that desert. We need to stay awake, be aware, and look 

for His hand in all things. If we don’t, we may even miss 

the pathway out of that desert when it presents itself. — 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ~ ©LPI 

Lent is a call to “give alms for 
the poor.” Wherever you live in 
the parish, there are poor 
families within walking distance 
of your home. When in need, 
they ring the rectory bell. They 
are, in effect, ringing your 
doorbell. 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? 
Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that 
together we can help the suffering and poor. 
    God’s love is witnessed by the charity given through 

our care for others in need. Every gift is given to 

express the love God has shown to us in Jesus his Son. 

Jesus was incarnated of the virgin Mary and born in a 

manger. He came as food to nourish a hungry human 

family of his brothers and sisters. All of us.  
    Thank you for your support, the SVdP Society 
is made possible by your participation in serving 
this ministry.  

CITY NIGHTS—are group gatherings where college 

students and young adults can gather from all over 
Tampa for a memorable evening of genuine commu-
nity, biblical teaching, and worship. Tuesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Davis Islands Campus (97 Biscayne Ave.) follow 
us on Instagram to stay up to date. 

SUMMIT— Adoration, Confession, Mass for Tampa 

Bay Young Adults. is a monthly gathering of those in 
their 20’s and 30’s to worship and let their hearts be 
transformed by our Lord! Held on the second Thurs-
day of the month at Our Lady of Divine Providence, 
711 S. Bayview Ave., Clearwater,  and begins at 7:00 
PM with an hour of Adoration (Confession available) 
followed by a Mass at 8:00 PM. Our next gatherings 
are:  March 9th; April 13th, May 11th.  

Dispensation for Friday, March 17, 2023. In re-
sponse to multiple requests for a dispensation from 
the obligation of abstinence from meat on Friday, 
March 17, 2023, St. Patrick’s Day, Bishop Parkes has 
announced that a General Dispensation from this obli-
gation has been granted for members of the faithful in 
the Diocese of St. Petersburg. Bring on the corn beef 
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 We are here to open and share with 
you during a Year of Eucharistic Revi-
talization. You will enjoy and are wel-
come to join our First Friday Book 
Study, beginning March 3, 2023. Join 
us in prayer and an option of dinner 
followed by an hour and half Book 

Study, held every First Friday. 
The book title; A Eucharistic Spirituality, Inspired by 
Saint Peter Julian Eymard, Apostle of the Eucharist. 
The Congregations of the Blessed Sacrament, and 
the Associates of the Blessed Sacrament, take a walk 
with Fr. Paul Bernier, S.S.S. and Jim Brown, chapter 
by chapter to deepen your love for the Eucharist.  
Read a chapter a month, offered by the Associates 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Sign Up on the website or 
contact  Gloria Jung, Margaret Flanders, or Marge 
Harris,   info@aggregationblessedsacrament.org  
Website: www.aggregationblessedsacrament.org 
Evening Prayer 4:40 pm. ~Benediction ends at 5 
pm, Dinner Option ~ from 5 pm to 6 pm, Book Study 
Time ~ from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm, SIGN UP NOW– 
Limited Books for sale in  the parish office or order a 
book on line. 

Bishop Gregory Parkes added a new weekly video program to his prolific 
social media presence. The program is titled, Take Five, Conversations on 
Faith and Life. It’s a talk show format to feature interesting guests from 
Florida and around the country. The segments are designed to easily fit into 
people’s busy schedules. Video segments can be seen on  the diocesan 
YouTube Channel (@DioStPete) or visit www.dosp.org/bishop. 

mailto:info@aggregationblessedsacrament.org
http://www.aggregationblessedsacrament.org/
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwdjcEKwyAQRL8mHoO6yeoePPSS_0h0Q0NtDVnT0L-vLQwMPHgzHAw6BLKgQaXgDFg3qC1Y3Yg1g0EwQD2xdh45kk8RPGI36DWX-HiVyn0sT3UPOHgecfZMFmmcjXEzjcTRe7Ta26hyuNe6Swe3zk4t13X1n3LWc_lPNHIKH63SViILl1XqzpXVEaZj2XIWkfYr77Sv-Wd8AczXOIY
https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjTEOwyAQwF4TRgQcuQsDQ5f8I4GjiUoLgqj5fqnkxV7MXiMhOAMKRPSkwZAVpzdqFKOtRtDgpGNFC3JwSwywIE5WpVzC61MulqG8xeFDgA1TpM1pdI43Zk7EO82WZmCIIvvjumqf4DGZdXDft4ylV1nac-h-9qNU0fza9jPn3vuY9G-sKf8PP0lWMpU

