
HOMILY FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

2 KING 4:42-44, PSALM 145:10-11, 15-18, EPHESIANS 4:1-6,  
JOHN 6:1-15. 

 
THE POWER OF FAITH IN GOD. 

 
When I was a student in college, there were times when I ran out of money 
and food. This usually happened towards the end of the semester. As 
students, we used to refer to this time as “injury time”, a time when we had 
no choice than to be good managers of the little, we were left with to 
survive. These were times that I had to trust God that He will see me 
through. How? I do not know. But thanks be to God! I survived and graduated 
with the help of my friend, lecturers, and my soccer fans. Though whatever 
they offered to me for them may seem little, but these little gifts had 
contributed greatly to who I am today. 
 
Folks, this morning, there are parents who are wondering on how they will 
feed their children. There are students out there who are wondering on how 
they will pay their tuition fee when the new school year starts. There are 
relationships that do not know if they will 
make it through the day, if they can deal with 
the pain, if they are good enough for their 
loved ones. There are some here or out there 
who are not sure whether they will make it 
through with their level of sickness. 
 
Beloved, somehow, most of the time, we do 
get through our trials, and usually, we find we 
are able to do more than we ever imagined we 
could do, most times we get help from people around us. As Christians, when 
things like this happen in our lives, we know that the mighty power of God 
was behind all the events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Today’s first reading and the gospel are so rich with God’s super blessings. 
They are meant to show that God meets the needs of vulnerable people - 
and meets those needs in ways only He can. The surplus bread reveals the 
overabundance of divine graciousness. God gives us much more than we can 
ever imagine. Folks, these marvels don’t just happen out of the blue. They 
occur through the agency of very ordinary people who have faith that the 
little they have can make a difference if only they are generous to offer it. 
 
In the first reading, Elisha got a gift of food. However, noticing that the 
people were hungry and moved by compassion, he did not doubt the power 
of God and the extent in which this gift will be of help to the people, he 
generously offered it to them. Though his servant objected, he insisted 
trusting that God can do for His people what we can ever imagine. Through 
him God miraculously multiplied the bread �����. This is the power of faith in 

God. Faith is the ability to trust when we have no 
answer to how we will accomplish our many and most 
difficult tasks. 
 
In the gospel, the boy who gave five loaves and two 
fish is a hero in Jesus’ miracle. He generously offered 
what he had, though it was a small amount, but his 
generosity became the motivation of a great miracle 
for his community. From his gift the community was 

blessed with more twelfth baskets of bread. Beloved friends, God is still 
accomplishing marvelous things in our lives through very ordinary people 
who trust in His providence. Are you one of the ordinary people who is so 
generous even with the little you have, or you are one of those who are so 
proud, tight fist and doubt God’s Providence? 
 
In the second reading, Paul reminds us of the virtues that we need in order to 
live and survive together as a body of Christ. That is a community and family 
united by one faith, one baptism and one spirit. We are all children of God 
and must do our very best to trust in Him. We must endeavor to help one 
another and never doubt the power of God to help us multiple the little we 
have in order to reach others. Jesus calls for our cooperation in His ministry. 
Let us cooperate with His grace to be a blessing to our community. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


