
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - SOLEMNITY.  
 

REVELATION 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab, PSALM 45:10-12, 16,  
1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-27,  

LUKE 1:39-56. 
 

MARY REIGNS NOW IN SPLENDOR WITH JESUS IN THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM. 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Assumption of Mary into heaven. We praise 
God who has taken the sinless Virgin Mary, body and soul into His glory. 
 
Folks, this is a very beautiful feast, but one that I think many of us have a hard 
time understanding. Even as a priest, I cannot fully explain this beautiful but 
difficult mystery of our faith - that Mary was raised body and soul into heaven 

when her life on earth was ended. She died first and then was 
raised up, just as will happen to us one day. 

 
A few facts should be noted: The Assumption of Mary is 

not mentioned anywhere in the scripture. The readings 
we have today tell us something of how great a role 
Mary played in our salvation, and they tell us of our 
faith in the bodily resurrection of the dead - but 
nothing about Mary’s assumption. The entire New 
Testament concentrates on Jesus. It is only in later 

reflection that Mary became so important for the faith. 
Remember, the assumption of Mary was already believed 

by the early Church in the 100s A.D. And the Orthodox and 
we Catholics continue to believe it. 

 
We believe that every mystery of Mary is meant to draw us closer to Jesus. 
Every feast of Mary is meant to help us better understand how Jesus’ promises 
of salvation are true and apply to us. 
 
Beloved friends, we all know that the resurrection of the body was the hardest 
promise of Christ for the early Christians to believe. They wanted to believe in 
it, but it seemed too good to be true. The virgin birth of Jesus was another 
reality that was too good to believe. We might also wonder how Jesus was fully 
God and fully man. All these events defy a natural explanation. We might not 
know the how, but we know the why: so that our loving God could save us from 
sin and death. 
 



So, Mary’s glorious Assumption into heaven did not 
happen by her own power. She had no power of her 
own to undertake such mysterious flight into 
heaven. It is purely the grace of God working in her. 
Again, we don’t know how it happened, but we 
know why. The singular yes of Mary to the angel’s 
request made her role in salvation history 
undebatable. For this reason, God greatly honored 
her by allowing her to share fully in the fruit of 
Jesus’ victory over sin and death even now, before 
He comes again in glory. 
 

Our second reading shows us why this is fitting: “in 
Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in 

proper order.” What is implicit in St. Paul’s statement is revealed in Revelation. 
The consummation of Christ work has begun, as is proper, with the Assumption 
of the queen mother.  
 
Beloved friends, the Assumption of Mary is a tremendous sign, a tremendous 
guarantee that we also will be raised to glory after our deaths. What has 
happened to Mary first will eventually happen also to us. This is the great 
mystery of the assumption. This is why this feast is a feast of such great 
importance for us: We too will be raised from the dead one day, our bodies will 
rise from the decay of death, and we will draw close to God in heaven, sharing in 
His glory. All we need to do is to remain consistent in our ‘yes’ to God’s will. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


