
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B.  
 

JOSHUA 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b PSALM 34:2-3, 16-21, EPHESIANS 5:21-32, JOHN 6:60-69. 
 

WHAT IS YOUR DECISION? 
 

On this twenty-first Sunday in ordinary time, the Church reminds us of the need to make a decision 
whether to serve God or not. This decision must be very personal, and we must be committed to it. We 
must remember that choice is one of the most important things in human life. God created man a free 
being. Freedom, a free gift of God, is what makes us special among other created things. We must always 
strive to make the right decisions knowing that whatever decisions or choices we make in life will either 
shape our future for good or bad. 
 

Folks, we must constantly remember that the very first-time 
humans made use of this freedom to choose, they made a very 
wrong choice (Genesis 3:1-18) but God never went back on what 
He had made. We continue to be free. This should inform us of 
the need to make right decisions. In life, we can take full 
responsibility and bear the circumstances we chose by ourselves 
more than what we were forced into. You can bear the wife or 
husband you chose more than that which your parents asked you 
to marry. 
 
In our first reading, having almost come to the end of His 
mission, Joshua reminded Israel of how faithful and good the 
Lord has been to them. Finally, he challenged them after first 
making his own choice to serve God alone. He asked them: “If 
you will not serve the Lord, choose today whom you wish to 
serve…?” Beloved friends, we too have come to a point in our life 
where we must make a decision to serve God with conviction and 

not out of hearsay. It is one thing to be born a Christian; it is another to choose to remain one. To be born 
a Christian could be an accident. To decide to remain one is a decision. Are you just a follower of Christ 
because you were born into it, or you have made a personal decision and you are committed to it? 
 
Friends, you all we agree with me that today it is very common for people to say that they are “Catholic” 
and yet reject most of the teachings of the Church which doesn’t make us any different from the Israelites 
who said yes but failed to be committed to their decision to serve God. 
 
In the second reading, St. Paul extends the message of choice-making to marriage. This is a difficult 
teaching for many because it is barley acceptable today. Many have left the church because of this 
teaching. So many people get upset with this teaching thinking that St. Paul was bias and yet in the same 
teaching, we are told that we should be subordinate to one another. Here St. Paul is speaking about 
mutual care for one another. Such a relationship is devoid of deceit. It is based on trust and faith. It 
is a relationship that endures the test of time. 



 
When we make a right decision to love and be subordinate to one another in reverence for Christ, we are 
saying that we cannot abandon ourselves because abandoning ourselves means abandoning Christ. 
 
In the gospel reading today, our Lord Jesus Christ wraps up His teaching on the Eucharist by challenging 
his hearers to choose to accept his doctrine that leads to life or leave it for a damnable fate. Like Joshua, 
he takes time to explain to them why they need to make a choice and where it would lead them. As a 
matter of choice, many people could not accept His teaching and left Him. 
 
So, turning to His own apostles, Peter made it Crystal clear that He has “no one else to go to; Jesus has 
the message of eternal life.” 
 

Folks, there is a need for us to constantly remember that 
whenever we make a choice, we also choose the 
consequences. There are many options in life, but we need to 
go for the optimal option. Choosing Christ above all things is 
the optimal option for He holds the key to all. But we must do 
our very best never to think that because we have chosen to 
follow Christ that everything must be easy. Or we would hear 
only what we want to hear. We must avoid having fixed 
expectations because when they are not met, we might quit, 
and bid Christ farewell.  
 
Folks, there would certainly arise tough times when we may 

even wonder if we have really made the right decision. In such moments, let us not give up. Rather let us 
ask God for the courage to remain with Him to the end. He would supply the grace. It must constantly be 
our decision to choose to stay with Him. So, we would do well if we constantly sing this song in order to 
daily renew our resolve to serve God alone: “I have decided to follow Jesus. No turning back, no turning 
back. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


