
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

ISAIAH 35:4-7a, PSALM 146:7-10, JAMES 2:1-5, MARK 7:31-37.  
 

GOD IS FAITHFUL AND MERCIFUL; HE COMES TO HEAL HIS PEOPLE. 
 
Beloved friends in Christ, today we celebrate our God who is faithful and 
merciful, He makes no distinction between classes of people and His 
graciousness is stronger than any other power. 
 
Looking at the world today, there is no doubt about the need for healing. Our 
world needs healing, we all need healing for our physical and spiritual life. It 
is quite sad that most of us over the year(s) have been bringing ourselves and 
others to God for healing, but nothing seems to be happening. Like the 
people of Israel, we seem to have lost hope. 
 
In today’s first reading, the prophet Isaiah is sent to restore our hope. He is 
here to encourage us. Folks, the times are bad, the world is filled with 
sicknesses, crisis and sin has darkened the world, but God will come to save 
us all. Isaiah instructs us: “Be strong, do not fear! Look your God is coming…” 
(35:4). He encourages us to believe in this promise of ultimate fulfillment and 
trust that God will see it through. The healing of our countries and nation will 
be fulfilled at the messianic time. 

 
The Gospel of today is the fulfillment of 
God’s promises in the first reading. Jesus 
healed the man who was deaf and had an 
impediment in his speech. At the mention 
of the word “Ephphatha” which means 
“open”, the man’s ears were opened 
immediately, and his tongue was 
released, and the man spoke plainly. This 
implies that the man spoke for himself 
and by himself. His life became a thing of 
testimony that people were astonished 
and said, “He has done all things well.” 

These words were first found in Genesis 
1:31 where God made all things well. This signifies that Christ was 
introducing a new creation. 
 



The word “Ephphatha” is a word Jesus used to open a new page of life and a 
new creation in us. This new creation in us will certainly have no deficiency. 
Folks, we cannot but pray for a renewal of the ‘Ephphatha’ experience on 
each one of us. May the touch of Christ bring us the docility to listen to the 
Word of Life, the courage to pronounce what we have heard in words and 
deeds, and may we let the word heal us. 

 
Beloved friends, let us bear in mind that Jesus 

performed this miracle in the region of 
Decapolis which is a Gentile premises. He did 
not discriminate. His blessings touched and 
transformed the poor and the rich, the good 
and the bad, the sinner and righteous, His own 
people and foreigners. 
 
This brings us to the letter of St. James the 
second reading of today. James encourages us 

to avoid segregation of any standard among us. 
Christians, in our new world, to favor some people and disregard others 
based on their race, economic, social, or religious background is a terrible evil 
against God and man. There should be no distinction between the rich and 
the poor among Christian brothers and sisters. We are encouraged to hold all 
our brothers and sisters in the same esteem. By segregation, we become 
judges with evil thought. 
 
Jesus Himself never segregated in His lifetime and in His new creation. His 
healing power was extended even to the Gentiles. Folks, are we getting 
discouraged, feeling dejected and abandoned by God? The promises of Isaiah 
have been fulfilled in our life today. Jesus is here for us, to do all things well. 
As you receive Him in the Eucharist, let Him enter the silence and messiness 
inside you so that He can set you free. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


