
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

ISAIAH 50:4c-9a, PSALM 116:1-6, 8-9, JAMES 2:14-18, MARK 8:27-35. 
 

NO ONE GETS OUT OF THIS LIFE ALIVE WITHOUT SUFFERING. 
 

In a certain town a young girl came rushing home to her family and almost out of breath 
with excitement said that the statue of the sacred Heart of Jesus in the local church had 
blood flowing from the heart. Before long many others had heard of this and soon the 
church was so full of curious people that others could not get in. The Sunday Masses were 
filled to overflowing. Then they discovered that a leak from the roof had fallen on the red 
paint of the heart of the statue and caused what seems to be blood to flow. Once this 
became known the church emptied almost as quickly as it has filled up. The following 
Sunday the church was only a quarter full of the authentic Catholics for Mass! 
 
Beloved friends in Christ. What kind of God do you worship? How do you expect Him to 
act? It seems that many of us are more comfortable with a God of signs and miracles 
because, after all, God is God, He must always prove Himself otherwise we will not believe 
and worship Him. We want a God that will always prevent us from suffering. For many of 
us who have such expectations, we will always be disappointed. Our God is a God who 
nearly always comes to us in very ordinary ways and is present to us in events and people 
of our daily live isn’t too exciting. Yet that is the way God chooses to reveal Himself to us 
nearly all the time if we have eyes to see and ears to hear. 
 
In our first reading today, Isaiah prophesies about the future Messiah who will vindicate 
the future exiles of Israel and bring them back to their homeland. Isaiah, however, 
describes this hero figure not in imperial language of 
power and dominance. He speaks of a humble suffering 
servant instead. He “would make no resistance,” He 
would not follow the script of the empire. He would come 
as a poor and humble servant in order to minister at the 
thresholds of human vulnerability. For the Jewish exiles 
hoping for liberation, this prophecy was a shocking 
revelation. They expected something more than this. 
 
There is a similar sense of disbelief in today’s Gospel. 
After surveying the opinion polls about Himself. Jesus asked the same question of His 
disciples. Peter gave Him the right answer: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Peter obviously feels really good about his reply and delighted when Jesus praises him. 
But as soon as Jesus talks about suffering greatly, being rejected and put to death, even 
though Jesus adds He will rise again from dead after three days, Peter refuses to accept 
this. So, Jesus says to him: get behind me ‘Satan’, that is, ‘do not be an obstacle’ in my 
way, which is what the word ‘Satan’ means. 
 
 
 



Folks, Peter’s case today is a typical example of how a godly and spiritual person could be 
manipulated in order to stand against the will of God. We must understand that Peter was 
rejecting the will of God because he couldn’t believe that Jesus could descend so low as to 
allow Himself to be killed by human beings and his mind was set on what he will lose. 

 
Brethren, if we choose to follow Jesus, it means a path 
of suffering and even death. On the other hand, if we 
choose not to follow Jesus, we are still going to 
experience various kinds of suffering in this life - 
different kinds than if we followed Christ but suffering 
all the same - and we are still going to die, because no 
one gets out of this life alive. And, after suffering and 
dying, we will not have the hope of eternal life, because 
we rejected Jesus’ offer of it. 
 

Like most of us today, Peter knew who Jesus was but was not ready to accept the reality 
that faced him. He wanted the crown but denies the cross that must come before it. Like 
Peter, most times we do not want to face the realities of life. Rather, we want to deny 
them. We only want to hear that there will be no problems or difficulties in life. And 
sometimes our priests and pastors contribute in deceiving us to believe this. 
 
Beloved friends in Christ, our second reading today reminds us 
that practical Christianity means faith in action. It means 
accepting to carry our cross humbly and patiently while relying 
on the same grace that helped Christ. Through this means, 
Christ demonstrated His practical love, charity, generosity, and 
faith in action for us. We must know that genuine faith usually 
manifests itself in works of love and mercy, and the works of 
love and mercy that flow from faith are of God. 
 
May the Lord help us not to seek a God of the extraordinary but to help us see you 
revealing yourself to us still in goodness, in our suffering and the suffering of others in 
daily life situations. And may we always be reminded that our suffering will not last 
forever but will definitely end up in triumph ����� if only we listen and do as Jesus instructs 
us. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU! 


