
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

WISDOM 2:12, 17-20, PSALM 54:3-4, 5-8, JAMES 3:16- 4:3, MARK 9:30-37. 
 

THE WAY TO TRUE GREATNESS. 
 
Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, there is something about being 
human that drives us to succeed, to want to achieve things by all means. For 
some people they target greatness, some are obsessed with quest for 
power, wealth, and prestige. 
 
Folks, it is always very clear that when the spirit of pride, ambition and thirst 
for power is at play, the core message of the Gospel - self-sacrifice and love - 
cannot find an open ear. This is what happened to the disciples in our gospel 
today. We are told that they had been arguing over who was the greatest 
and had less time to understand the lesson about the suffering Messiah. Our 
teaching from Christ today seems contradictory, “if anyone wants to be first, 
they must make themselves last of all. This message doesn’t fit with the way 
we see the world work. It is in our nature to put 
ourselves first. Christ tells us not to, He tells us to 
put others first. Use your skills, wealth, and power 
for others. 
 
To illustrate this point, Jesus brought in front of His 
disciples a little child and taught them about the 
meaning of true greatness. Being childlike is the key 
to greatness - the virtues of humility, simplicity, 
and total dependence on God. A person who has 
learned to truly depend on God is selfless and 
humble, being humble and the last makes the 
person trust God even more, and thereby he/she becomes favorable in the 
eyes of God. It is now God who lives and works in such a person, that makes 
him/her truly selfless and great in the real sense of the word. 
 
Christians who are selfless and humble strive in being their best. There is a 
huge difference between being better than and being the best. Being the 
best student, the best driver, the best mum, the best doctor, the best 
anything you can be is good, it’s holy and it bears fruit. Being better than 
anyone else is pointless and leads to conflict. 
 



In our second reading St. James reminds us of the importance of focusing 
sincerely on the things that unites us rather than on the ones that divides us. 
As much as conflicts are inevitable in life, we must not allow them to tear us 
apart. 
 
Sadly, the root of most conflicts are selfish ambitions and pride. So, James 
admonished us not to allow selfish ambitions and pride destroy our 
relationships, families, and communities. Of course, many relationships, 
families, marriages, communities, and nations have already been destroyed 
because of selfish ambitions and pride. We must strive to put this to a stop 
wherever we find ourselves. 

 
 Beloved friends, let the example of St. Francis of Assisi a 
human being like us serve as our inspiration. He remained 
truly selfless and humble throughout his life. He even 
refused to be ordained a priest; he was just a deacon. He 
believed he was not worthy to be a priest. He distanced 
himself from any position of power, yet he became very 
powerful in reality. He was very instrumental in ending 
the centuries of violence between the Christians and 
Muslims in the Holy Land during the time of the Crusades. 
He was known as the Man of Peace. He was able to 
conduct a dialogue with the Muslim chieftain who 
admired him and came up with an effective arrangement 

to stop the wars and live together in harmony. That is why all the holy sites 
and shrines in the Holy Land have ever since been entrusted to the care of 
the Franciscans (OFM, Capuchins and Conventuals). 
 
So, if we really want to be great in the eyes of God, we should not strive to be 
first or the greatest. Rather, let us remain humble, selfless, and simple, and 
be like little children. Let us use our skills for others, welcome their needs, 
their vulnerabilities and be peacemakers. 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU!  


