
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

NUMBERS 11:25-29, PSALM 19:8, 10, 12-14, JAMES 5:1-6, 
 MARK 9:38-43, 45, 47-48. 

 
NO ONE OR INSTITUTION CAN CLAIM A MONOPOLY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’S CHARISM. 

 
On this twenty-sixth Sunday, the word of God addresses the question of outsiders 
as opposed to those who consider themselves chosen and privileged. It challenges 
the notion that God only acts within the interest of one’s group at the expense of 
others (The Catholics vs the Protestants or the Charismatic vs the Legion of Mary). 
More importantly, it presents us with the inclusive and boundary-breaking way of 
God. 
 
In the first reading, we hear the unusual story of God acting outside the 
established boundaries. Eldad and Medad were not inside the tent ������������� when the 
Spirit was given to the 70 elders. As such, they were considered rogue prophets 
and Moses was asked to stop them from prophesying.  

 
In the gospel, we equally see men 
outside the fold Christ’s disciples 
preaching and casting out demons 
both in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
and in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Consequently, we see the zealous 
and envious disciples getting afraid 
and worried. 
 

They were afraid that these men outside their fold whom the Lord chose and 
anointed with His spirit were threats to their mission and position. So, instead of 
seeing them as fellow workers in God’s mission, they became jealous and despised 
them. They thought that the God’s spirit and mission solely belongs to them. 
Unfortunately, they were wrong. In the words of my brother Fr. Richard Kusugh, 
VC, “this work is so vast that we can’t finish doing it, we must all face our assigned 
mission and work very hard and there will be no room for jealousy, gossiping or 
slandering and division.” 
 
Interestingly, Moses and Jesus refused to yield to the fear, jealousy, and malicious 
request of their disciples to stop them. They knew that these men were genuine. 
Their mission was in line with the will of God that, all men should receive His spirit 
and preach the good news. So, Moses and Jesus were greatly against the spirit of 
envy and oppression. 
 



Folks, it was a reality check for the disciples to know that God acted outside their 
narrow confines of religion, race, ethnicity, and culture. When we survey Jesus’ 
interactions with the people as mentioned in the scriptures, those who showed 
great faith, openness, and receptivity to Him were not always the standard-
bearers, not always those who were of His race, religion, or even kindred. Instead, 
we found to our surprise, they were the unlikely characters: the lepers, the 
beggars, the foreigners, the tax collectors, the prostitutes and sinners. 
 
Today, we too need that kind of reality check. We need to know that we do not 
have a monopoly on the Holy Spirit and salvation, so, we cannot make a script for 

how God can work in people’s lives. More importantly, it 
is our humble service to the needy and the vulnerable 
that is the hallmark of Christian discipleship. 
 
Beloved friends, we are all servants of God entrusted 
with different beautiful gifts which are meant to glorify 
God. They are not meant to glorify ourselves at the 
expense of God’s people especially the innocent or 
‘unsuspecting’ ones: ‘if anyone causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him 
to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied 
around his neck’ (Mark 9:42). A way by which some 

‘gifted’ servants of God in the church and in the society glorify themselves is to 
enrich themselves at the expense of those entrusted to them (cf. James 5:1-6). 
Folks, the workings, or gifts of the Holy Spirit are not for sale. 
 
May we in all the upheaval and chaos around us learn to be open to the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit, act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with the God of 
surprises. 
 

PLEASE BE WITH YOU!  


