
HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B. 
 

WISDOM 7:7-11, PSALM 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17, HEBREWS 4:12-13,  
MARK 10:17-30. 

 
JESUS ENJOINS US TO PREFER HIM TO EVERYTHING AND  

EVERYONE/DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES RADICAL TRUST IN GOD’S PROVIDENCE. 
 
There is a true story that was commonly shared in the time of Saint Philip de Neri. 
There was a very rich man who often came to confession to the Saint. However, 
although he tried hard to be holy, he still falls short. From frustration to distress, 
he stopped coming to confession to the Saint. For a while, St. Philip de Neri did not 
see the rich man come to confession, the Saint decided to visit his house. On 
entering the house, the Saint noticed two things: a crucifix was hanging high on 
the wall and a big wooden box under his bed. The Saint asked the rich man: “Can 
you reach the crucifix on the wall?” He tried but could not touch it because it was 
too high. Saint Philip de Neri then pulled out the heavy wooden box which was full 

of money underneath of the crucifix and said: “Now you 
can stand on this box and touch it.” The rich man stood on 
the wooden box and touched the crucifix easily. The Saint 
then thought him a lesson: Sir, in order to improve your 
holiness, you need to put Christ first and stand over your 
possession. You have to control your money/wealth. 
Don’t ever let money or material things take the place of 
Jesus in your life and control you. 
 
Beloved friends, we all need Wisdom (Jesus) in order to be 
free, rich and make good decisions in our lives that will 
lead us to eternal life. Whoever possesses her has 
everything. 
 

Today’s first reading from the Book of Wisdom makes this crystal clear. When God 
asked the young King Solomon what he wanted, the king requested for wisdom. He 
esteemed her more than kingdoms and thrones; compared with her, he held riches 
as nothing. He reckoned no precious stone to be her equal, for compared with her, 
all gold is a pinch of sand, and besides her, silver ranks as mud… (Wisdom 7:7-11). 
Thus, Wisdom is more valuable than wealth. Furthermore, as a master/mistress is 
accompanied by his/her servants, so wisdom is accompanied by true wealth. 
 
 
 
 



Folks, with wisdom, our values are changed and “everything” that we hold in high 
esteem is no longer the same. We see this change of values in almost all the lives of 
the Saints. When we don’t have Wisdom, we hold onto our “fixed points” or “weak 
spot” that would eventually destroy us. Our “fixed points” could be pride, greed, 
selfish pleasures, stinginess, and self-righteousness. 
 
Today’s second reading from Hebrews simply exalts us that the Word of God is the 
ultimate wisdom and an irresistible power. It conquers and transforms every heart 
that receives it. As the fullness of wisdom, God’s truth is all-penetrating and 
searching. He also brings the real thoughts and intents of our hearts to light and 
dispels all forms of darkness. Hence, when God prints His word in our hearts 
through the power of His Spirit, it powerfully convinces, converts, transforms, and 
comforts us. God’s Word humbles a proud heart. It makes a perverse spirit to be 
meek and humble. It increases virtue in a humble heart. 
 
Unfortunately, this is not the case with the rich young man 
in our gospel today. He came to Jesus to justify himself 
and parade his religious piety. He began by flattering Jesus 
(“Good Master”). Of course, Jesus appreciated his effort. 
However, Christ knew that something was really lacking in 
him. Christ diagnosed him with one serious problem, 
attachment to his wealth. This was his “fixed point”. 
Unfortunately, he didn’t not allow the Word or Wisdom of 
God to penetrate and transform his life. His weak spot was 
an untouchable area. He sadly walked away without 
dropping it before Christ. Folks, he did all things well but 
lacked the wisdom to understand that the key to eternal life was detachment from 
his world. 
 
Beloved friends, to get to heaven is not an easy way of life, we must follow the 
narrow path. It is not only about keeping the Ten Commandments, but it is also 
about how we are willing to make a sacrifice for others. We must also do our very 
best not to let pride and love of this world makes it difficult for us to see the true 
reality of our lives in order to make a radical change. Let us like Peter and the other 
disciples leave everything and seek the kingdom of heaven trusting in God’s 
Providence that He will never fail us. 
 
Let us pray that God will fill us with His wisdom and understanding that will enable 
us to detach from our “fixed points” and use our time, talent and treasure for the 
good of others and the glory of His name. “With God all things are possible.” 
 

PEACE BE WITH YOU  


